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THE
LIFE OF JOHN MILTON.

From a family and town of his namein Oxford-
shire, our author derived his descent; but he was
born at London, in the year 1608. His father, John
Milton, by prefession a scrivener, lived in a reputa-
ble manner on a competent estate, entirely his own
acquisition, hawving been early disinherited by his
parents in renouncing the communion of the church
of Rome, to which they were zealously devoted.

Our author was the favourite of his fatheg’s hopes,
who, to cultivate the great genius which early dis-
played itself, was at the expense of a domestic tutor ;
whose care and capacity his pupil hath gratefully
celebrated in an excellent Latin elegy. At his initia-
tion he is said to have applied himself to letters with
such indefatigable industry, that he rarely was pre-
vailed upon to quit his studies before midnight :
which not only made him frequently subject to severe
pains in hishead, but likewise occasioned that weak-
ness in his eyes, which terminated in a total priva-
tion of sight. From a domestic educetion he was
removed to St. Paul’s School, to complete his ac-
quaintance,with the classics, under the care of Dr.
Gill; and after a short stay there, was trunsplanted
to Christ College in Cambridge, where he distiv
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guished himself in all kinds of academical exercisea.
Of this society he continued a member till he com-

menced Master of Arts: and then, leaving the uni-

versity he returned to his father, who had quitted
the town and lived at Horton in Buckinghamshire,
where he pursued his studies with unparalleled assi-
duity and success.

After some years spent jn thisstudieus retirement,
his mother died, and then he prevailed with his
father to gratify an inclination he had long entertain-
ed of seeing foreign countries. Sir Henry Wotton,
at that time provost of Eton College, gave him a letter
of advice for the direction of his travels. Having
employed his curiosity about two years in France
and Italy, on the news of a civil war breaking out in
England, he returned, without taking a survey of
Greece and Sicily, as at his setting out the scheme
was projected. At Paris the Lord Viscount Scuda-
more, ambussador from King Charles L. at the court
of France, introduced him to the acquaintance of
Grou who at that time was honoured with the

ter there by Christiana, Queen of Swe-
den. In Rome, Genoa, Florence, and othér cities or
Italy, he contracted a familiarity with those who
were of highest reputation for wit and learning,
several of whom gave him very obliging testimonies
of their friendship and esteem.

Returning from his travel.s, he found England on
the point of being. involved in blood and confusion,
He retired to lodgings provided for him in the city;
which being commodious for the reception of his
sister’s sons, and some other young geatiemen, he
undertuok their educnuon.

In this phxlosoplﬂm] course he continued, withom
a wife, till tho year 1643 when he married Mary
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the daughtet of Richard Powel, of Forrest-hill in Ox-
fordshire, a gentleman of estate aid reputation, in
that county, and of principles so very opposite to
his son-in-law, that the marriage is more to be won-
dered at, than the separation which ensued, in little
more than a month after she had cohabited with him
in London. Her desertion provoked him both to
write several treatises concerning the doctrine and
discipline of divorce, and also to pay his addresses
t6 a young lady of great wit and beauty ; but before
he had engaged her affections to conclude the mar-
ringe treaty, in a visit to one of his relations, he
found his wife prostrate before him, imploring for-
giveness and reconciliation. It is not to be doubted
but an interview of that nature, o little expected,
must wonderfully affect him; and, perhaps, the im-
pressions it made on his imagination, com.ribut.ed,
much to the painting of that pathetic scene in Para-
dise Lost,* in which Eve addresseth herself to Adam
for pardon and peace. At the intercession of his
friends, who were present, after a short reluctance,
he generously sacrificed all his resentment to her
tears

e Bo0n his heart relented
Towards her, his lifc so late and sole dollglu. Vo
Now at his feet submiseive in distress.”

And after this re-upion, so far was he from retaining
any unkind memory of the provocations wirich he
had received from her ill conduct, that when the
king’s cause was entirely suppressed, and her father
who had been active in hisdoyalty, was exposed to
sequestrations, Milton received both him -and his
family to protection, and fres entertainment, in his
own house, till their affairs were accommodated by
Ris interest in the victarious faction,

* Book X.
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A commission to constitute him Adjutant General
to Sir William Waller, was promised, but soon
superseded, by Waller’s being laid aside, when his
masters thought it proper to new-model their army.
However, the keenness of his pen had so effectually
recommended him to Cromwell’s esteem, that when
he te-ok the reins of government into his own hands,
he advar~ed him to be Latin Secretary, both to hime~
self and the Parliament ; the former of these prefer-
ments he enjoyed both under the usurper and his
son, the other until King Charles II. was restored.
For some time he had an apartment for his family at
Whitehall ; but his health requiring a freer accession
of air, he was obliged to remove thence to ludgings
which opened into St. James’ Park. Not long after
his settlement there his wife died in child-bed, and
much about the time of her death, a gutta serena,
which had for several years been gradually increas-
ing, totally extinguished his sight, " In this melan-
choly condition, he was easily prevailed with to think
of taking another wife, who was Catharine, the
daughter of Captain Woodcock, of Hackney; and
she 00, in less than a year afler their marriage, died
mn the same unfortunate manner as the former hud
done; and in his twenty-third sonnet he does honour
to her memory.

Being a second time a widower, he  employed his
friend Dr. Paget to make choice of a third consort,
on whose recommendation he married Elizabeth, the'
danghter of Mr. Minshul, a Cheshire gentleman, by
whom he had no issues Three daughters, by his
first wife, were then living; the two elder of whom
are said to have been very serviceable to him in his
studies: for having been instructed to pronounce not
only the modern, but also the Latin, Greek, and Ife-
brow languages, they read in their respective ori-
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ginals; wheteberauthors he wanted to consult; though
they understood none but their mother-tongue.

‘We come ‘now to take a sarvey ‘of him in ‘that
point of view, in 'which he will be looked upon by all
succeeding ages with equal delight and admiration.
An mterval of about twenty years had elapsed sinee
he wrote the Mask of Comus, L’Allegro, Ii Pense-
roso, and Lytidas, all in such an exquisite stram,
that, though he had left no other monuments of his
genius behind him, his: hame had been immortal;
but neither the infirmities of age and ¢onstitution,
nor the vicissitudes of fortune, could depress the
vigour of his mind, or civert it from execuuing a
design he had long conceived of writing a heroie
poem.* The fall of man was a subject that "he had
some -years beforq’ fixed on for a tragedy. which he
intended ' to form by the models of 'antiquity , and
some, not without probability, say, the play opened
with that speech in the fourth book of Paradise Lost,
tine 32, which is addressed by Satan to the sun.
Were it material, I believe I could producs other

s, which more plainly appear to have been
originally intended for the scene: but whatevor truth
there may be in-this report, it is certain that he did
pot begin to mould his subject, in the form which it
bears now, before he had concluded his controversy
. with Salmasius and More, when he had wholly lost
the use of his eyes, and was foreed to' employ, in the
office of an amanuensis, any friend who accidentally
paid him a visit. Yet, under all these discourage-
ments and various interruptions, in the year 1669 he
published his Paradise Lost, the noblest poom -(next
to those of Homer and Virgil) that ever the®wit ot
man produced in any age or nation. Need I mention
any other avidence of its inestimable worth, than that
the fimest geniuses who have ‘succeeded him have

- » Paradise Lost Book 1X, hole 26, " "'
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.ever esteemed it & merit to relish and lllnllnmm
beauties ?

And now perhaps it may pass fora fiction, what
with great veracity I affirm to be fact, that Milton,
after navicg with much difficulty prevailed to have
this divine prem licensed for the press, could seil the
copy fo no more than fifteen pounds; the payment
of which valuable consideration, depended upon the
sale of three numerous impressions. So unreasona:
bly may personal prejudice affect the most execilent
performances!

About two years after, hc published Paradise Re~
gained ; but Oh! what a falling off was there I—of
which I will say no more, than that there is scarcely
a more remarxaoie 1nstance of the frailty of human
reason, than our author gave in preferring this poem
to Paradise Lost.

And thus having attended him to the sixty-ninth
year of his age, as closely as such imperfect lights
as men of letters and retirement usually leave to
guide our inquiry, would allow, it now only remains
to be recorded, that in the year 1674, the gout put a
period to his life, at Bunnill, near London; from
whence his body was conveyed to St. Giles’ Church,
by Cripplegate, where it lies interred in the chancel;
and a neat monument has lately been-crected to per-
petuate his memory.

In his youth he is said to have been extremely
handsome. Thecolour of his hair was a light brown,
the symmetry of his features exact, enlivened with
an agreeable air, and a beautiful mixture of fair. and
ruddy. Hisstature (as we find it measured by him-
self) did not exceed the middle size, his person nei-
ther too lean nor corpulent; his limbe ‘well propor-
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tioned, nervous, and active, serviceable in all respecta
to his exercising the swaord, in which he much de-
lighted ; and wanted neither skill nor courage to re-
sent an affront from men of the most athletie constitu-
tions. In hisdiet he was ahstemious; not.delicate in the
choice of his dishes; and strong liquors of all kinds
were his aversion. His deportment. was erect, open,
affable ; his conversation easy, cheerful, instructive ;
his wit on all ocensions at command, facetious, grave,
or satirical, as the subject required. His judgment,
when disengaged from religion and political specula-
tions was just and penetrating, his apprehension
quick, his memory tenacious of what he read, his
reading on.y not so extensive as his genius, for that
was universal. And having treasured up such an
unmense store of science, perhaps the faculties of his
soul grew more vigorous after he was deprived of
sight; and his imagination (naturally sublime and
enlarged by reading romances, of which he was much
enamourcd in his youth) when it was wholly ab- '
stracted from material objects, was more at liberty to
maxe such amazing excursions into the ideal world,
when. in composing his divine work, he was tempted
to range ’

“ Beyond the visible diugnal sphere.”

With so many accomplishments, not to have had
some faults and misfortunes to be-laid in the bulance
with the ame and felicity of wriving Paradise Lost,
‘would have been too great a portion for humanity.

P ELIJAH FENTON
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PARADISE LOST.

Waen 1 beheld the Poet blind, yet bold,

In slender book his vast design unfold ;
Messinh crown’d, God’s reconcil'd decres,
Rebollinﬁ]angels, the forbidden tree,

Heaven, hell, earth, chaos, all! the argument
Held me a while misdoubting his intent ,
‘That he would ruin (for I saw him strong)
The sacred truths to fable. and old snng ;

So Samson grop’d tne tempue’s post. in spite,
Che world o’erwhelming, to revenge his sight.

Yet, as | read, soon growing less severe,
[ lik'd his project, the success did fear;
Thro tﬁnl. wide field how he his way should find,
O’er which lame faith leads understanding blind
Lest he perplex’d the things he would expiain,
And what was easy he should render vain.

Or, if a work so infinits he spann'd,
Jealous | was that some less skilful hand
XSuch as disquiet always what is well,
nd by ill imitating would excel)
Might hence presume the whole creation’s day
To change in scenes, and show 1t in a play. =~ .

Pardon me, mighty Poet, nor despise,
My causeless, yet not impious surmise.
But I am now convine’d, and none will dare
Within thy labours to pretend a share,
Thou hast not miss'd one thought that could be fit,
And all that was improper dost omit;
8o that vo room is here for writers le
But to detect their ignorance, or theft.

2
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That majesty which through thy work doth reign,
Draws the ’LevZut. deterring the profans:
And things divine thou treat’st of in such state,
As them preserves, and thee, inviolate.
Atonce delight and horror on us seize,
Thou sing’st with so much gravity and ease ;
And above human flight dost soar aloft, ,
With plume so strong, so equal and so soft;
The bird nam’d from that Paradise you sing
So never flags, but always keeps on wing.

‘Where couldst thou words of such a compass find ?
Whence furnish such a vast expanse of mind ?
Just heaven thee, like Tiresias, to requite,
Rewards with prophecy thy loss of sight.

‘Well might’st thou scorn thy readers to allure
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own sense secnre ;
While the Town-bays writes all the while and spells,
And, like a pack-horse, tires witholit his bells:
Their fencies like our bushy points appear,

‘The, poets tag them, we for fashion wear. N
I, too, transported by the mode, commend,

And while [ mean to praise thee must offend.

Thy verse ereated like thy theme sublime,

In number, weight, and measure, needs not rhyme

ANDREW MARVELL.




PARADISE LOST.

BOOK I.

.

'HE ARGUMENT.

This first book proposes first, in brief, the whole subject,
man’s disobedience, and the loss thereupon of Para~
dise, wherein he was placed. Then touches the
prime cause of his fall, the serpent, or rather Satan
in the serpent ; who revolling from God, and draw
ing to his side many legions of angels, was, by the
sommand of God, ariven out of heaven with all his
crew into the greal deep. W hich action passed over,
the poem hastes into the midst of things, presenting
Satan with his angels now fallen into hell, described
here, not in the centre (for heaven and earth may be
supposed as yet nol made, certainly nol yet accursed)
but in a place of witer darkness fitliest called Chaos :
Here Satan, with his angels, lying on the burning
lake, thunder-struck and astonished, after a certain
space recovers, as from confusion, calls up him who
next in order and dignity lay by him ; they confer of
their miserable foll.  Satan awakensgll his tegions,
who lay till then in the same manner confounded ; .
they rise; their numbers, array of baltle, their chief
leaders named according to the idols knnon after-
wards in Canaan, and the countries adjoining. To
these Satan directs his speech, comforts them with
hope yet of regaining heaven ; bdut tells them lastly
of a new world, and new kind of creature lo be crea-
ted, according lo un ancient prophecy or report in
heaven ; (for that angels were long before this visible
creation, was the opinion of many ancient fathers.)
To find out the truth of this propheey, and what to
determine thereon, he refers to a full council. What
b". oy th #4. ] '} P ) 2o _' ‘M
palace of Satan, rises, suddenly built out of the deep ;
the infernal peers there sit in council. .
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UF man's first disobedience, and the fruit

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste

Brought death into the world, and all gur wo,

With loss of Eden, till one greater Man

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat, - L
Sing heavenly Muse ! that-on the secret top

of 5reb, or of Sinai, didst inspire

That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed,

In the beginning how the heavens and earth

Rose out of Chaos. Or if Sion hill * 10
Delight thee more; ‘and Siloa’s brook that flow'd
Fast by the oracle of God ; I thence

Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous song,

‘That with no middle flight intends to soar

Above th’ Aonian t, while it p 15
Things unattcmpted yet in prose or rhyme.

And chiefly thou, O spirit that dost prefer
Before all temples th’ upright heart and pure,
‘l“n,muct me, for l}:jou krlllow’sl: ‘thou from the ﬁrat.z.
ast present, and, with mighty wings outspread,
Dove-like sat’st brooding on th{ vasnﬁbyss,p
And mad’st it pregnant: what in me is dark,
Hlumine ! what is low, raise and support!
‘That to the height of this t argument
I inay assert eternal Prvidence, 25
And justify the ways of God to mens

Say first, (for heaven hides nothing from thy view,
Nor the deep tract of hell,) say first what cause
Mov’d our grand parents, in t{at harpy state
Favour'd of Heaven so highly, to fall off
From their Creator, and transgress his will,
For one restraint, lords of the world besides?
Who first seduc’d them to that foul revolt ?

Th’ infernal serpent, he it was, whose guile,
8tirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceiv'd 35
‘The mother of mnniind, what time his pride
Had cast him out from heaven, with all his host
Of rebel angels; ty whose aid aspiring
‘To set himself in g{rry *bove his peers,
He trusted to have equall’d the Most i‘[igh, 40
If he opposed : and with ambitious aim

inst the throne and monarchy of God N
Rais’d impious war in heaven, and baitle prond,

3
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With vain attempt. Him the Almight er
Hurl’d headlong flaming from th’ edxeroyu":k';, 45
With hid ruin and ¢ I ;"n, down
To botomless perdition, there to dwell
In adamantine chains and penal fire,
Who durst defy th’ Omnipotent to arms.
Nine times the that measures day anu night
‘To mortal men, he with his horrid crew
Lay vanquish’d rolling in. the fiery gulf,
Confounded though immorwa!! But bis drom
Reserv'd him to more wrath : for now the thought
Both of lost happ}{ness, and lasting pain, 53
orments him. Round he throws his baleful eyes,
That witness'd huge aflliction and dismay,
Mix’d with obdurate pride, and steadfast hate,
At once, as fur as angels’ ken, he views
The dismal situation waste and wild : 60
A dungeon horrible, on all sides round, ‘e
As one great furnace, lam’d: yet from those flames
No light, but rather darkuess visible,
Serv’d only to discover sights of wo,
Regions J sorrow ! doleful shades ! where peace 65
And rest can never dwell ! nope never comes,
That comes to all: bus torwure without end
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed
With ever-burning sulphur uncensum’d ! .
Such place eternal justice had prepar'd 70
For those rebellious; here their prison ordain’d,
In utter darkness ; and their portion set
As far removed from God, and light of heaven,
As from the centre thrice to th’ utmost pole.
O how unlike the place from which ther felll 76
There the companions of his fall, o’erwiglm’d
With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire,
He soon discerns : and welt’ring by his side
One next himself in power, and next in crime,
Long after known in Palestine, and nam’d 80
Beelzebub: To whom the arch-enemy,
And thence in heaven called Satan,)with bold words,
ing the horrid silence thus began:

“If thou beest he—But O how fall’n! how chang’d
From him, who in the hup[;)y realms of light 85
Cloth’d with transcendant brightness, didst outshine
Myriads though bright ! If he, whom wutual jcague,

9'
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United thotights a4 counsels, equal hope,
And hazard in the glorious enterprise,
Join’d with me once, now misery hath join'd ' 20
In equal ruin! Into what pit'thou seest,
From what height fallen ; so much the stronger prov’d’
He with his thunder ! and till then who knew
The force of those dire arms ? Yet not for those,

* Nor what the potent Victor in his rage 95
Can else inflict, do I repent or change

Though chang’d in outward lustre) that fix’d mind,
nd high disdain from sense of injur'd merit,
That with the Mightlest rais’d me to contend :
And to the fierce contention bmuﬁht along 100
Innumerable force of spirits arm’d, ’
That durst dislike his réign : and me preferring -
His utmost power with adverse power oppos’d,
» In dubious battie on the plains of heaven,

»And shook his throne. What though the field be lost 7
All is not lost; the unconquerable will, 108
And study of revenge, immortal hate,

And courage never to submit or yield ;
&‘And what is else not to be overcome 7)

hat glory never shall his wrath or might 110
Extort from me, to bow and sue for grace .
With suppliunt knee, and deify his power,
‘Who from the terror of his arm so late
Doubted his empire. That were low indeed !

That were an ignominy and shume beneath 115
This downfall! since (by fate) the strength of gods,
And this empyreal substance cannot fail ;

Simce through experience of this great event,
In arms not worse, in foresight much advanc'd,)

e may, with more successful hope, resolve 120
‘To wage by force or guile eternal war,
Irreconcileable to our grand foe,

Who now triumphs, and in th’ excess of joy
Sole reiguing, holds the tyranny of heaven.”

So spake the a) te angel, though in pain; 125
Vaunting aloud, but rack’d with deep despair:
nd him thus answer'd soon his bold conipeer :

.

%0 Prince! () chief of many throned powers,
Eht led th’ embattled seraphim to was
nder thy conduct! and in dreadtul dveds 130
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Fear(ess. endanger’d heaven’s perpetual King

Aad put to proof his high supremacy: .

Whether upheld by strengtiy, or chance, or fate,
‘Too well I see and rue the dire event,

That with sad overthrow and foul defeat, 138
Hath lost us heaven : and all this mighty host

In horrible destruetion laid thus low,

As far as gods, and heavenly essences,

Can perish: for the mind and spirit remains
Invincible, and vigor soon returns, 140
Though all our glory extinct, and happy. state,

tlere swallow’d up In endless misery ¢  ~

But what if he our conqueror (whom I now

Of force believe Almighty, since no less

‘Than such could have o’erpower'd such force asours
Have left us this our spirit and strength entire, 1
Strongly to suffer and support our pains;

That we may so suffice his vengeful i

Or do him mightier service, as his thral .

By right of war, whateer his business be, . 160
H&re in the heart of hell to work in fire,

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep?

What can it then avail, though yet we feel

Strength undiminish’d, or eternal being,

To undergo eternal punishment 7. 155
Whereto with speedy words th’ arch-fiend replied :

¢ Fallen Cherub! to be weak is miserable,

Doing or suffering: but of this be sur

‘T'o do ought good never will be our u:l: 3

But ever to doill our sole delight : 160
As being the contrary to his high will

Whom we resist. If then his providence

Out of our evil seek to bring forth good,

Our Iabour mnst be to pervert that end,

And out of good still to find means of evil ; 185
Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhaps

Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and disturb

His inmost counsels from: their destin’d aim.

But see! the angry Victor hath recall’d

His ministers of vengeance and purcuit, - 170
Back to the gates of heaven : the snlph’rous naal
Bhot after us in storm, o’er-blown, hath laid

The fiery surge, that from the precipice
. Of heaven receiv'd us falling : and the thunder,
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Wing'd with red lightning and impetucus rage, 175
Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now

To bellow through the vast and boundless deep.

Let us not slip th’ occasion, whether scorn,

Or satiate fury, yield it from our foe.

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, . 180
The seat of desolation, void of light,

Savc what the glimmering of these livid flames
Casts pale and dreadful ? thither let us tend

From off the tossing of these fiery waves;

There rest, if any rest can harbour there : 185"

And re-assembling our afflicted powers,

Consult how we may henceforth most offend

Our enemy ; our own loss how repair;

How overcome this dire calamity ;

What reinforcement we may gain from hope; 150
If not, what resolution from despair.”

Thus Satan talking to his nearest mate,
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes
That sparkling blaz’a ; his other parts besides
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 195
Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as huge,
As whom the fables name, of menstrous size,
Titanian, or Earth-born, that warr’d on Jove,
Briareus, or Typhon, whom the den
By ancient Tarsus held ; or that sea-beast 200
Leviathan, whieh God of all his works
Created hag .st that swim th’ ocean stream :
Him, haply slumb’ring on the Norway foam,
he pilot o?' some smnﬁ night-founder'd skiff,
Deeming some island, oft, as scamen tell, 205
With fixed anchor in his scaly rind,
Moors by his side under the {ee, while night
Invests the sea, and wished morn dealaa'c{sz
“So stretch’d out huge in length the -fienu lay,
Chain’d on the burning lake : nor ever thence 210
tlad risen, or heav’d liis head, but that the will
And high permission of all-ruling Heéaven,
Left him at large to his own dark designs:
That with reiterated crimes he might
Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 215
Evil to others; and enrag’d might see,
tlow all his malice s¢sv’d but to bring forth
Infinite goodness, grare, and mercy shown
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On man by him seduc’d ; but on himself :
Treble confusion, wrath, and vengeance pour- 1. 29¢
Forthwith upright he rears from off the gool

His mighty stature ; on each hand the flames
Driven%mckwnrd slope their pointing spires, and roff’d
In billuws, leave i’ th’ midst a horrid vale. ;
Then with expanded wings he steers his flight 285
Aloft, incumbent on the dusk air,

That felt unusual weight: till on dry 'and

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd

. With solid, as the lake with liquid fire :

And such appear’d in hue, as when the force 330
Of subterranean wind transports a hill

Torn from Pelorus, or the shatter'd side

Of thund’ring Ztna, whose combustible

And fuel'd entrails thence conceiving fire,

8ublim’d with mineral fury, aid the winds, 235
And leave a singed bottom all involv’d

With stench and smoke ; such resting found the sole
Of unbless’d feet ! \Him follow’d his next ma

Both glorying to hdve "scap'd the Stygian flood,

As gods, and by their own recover'd strength;

Not by the suff "rance of supernal power.

“ Is this the region, this the soil, the clime,”
Baid then the lost archangel, *this the seat,
That we must change for heaven ? this mournful gloom
For that celestinl light ? beitso! sincethe 246
Who now is swereigrf can dis and bid
What shall be right : farthest from him is best,
‘Whom reason hath equall’d, farce hath made supreme
Above hisequals. Farewecll, happy fields,
‘Where joy for ever dwells! hail, ?\orrors! hail, 250
Inferna! world! and thou profoundest hell
Receive thy new possessor! One, who brings
A mind not to be chang'd by place or time.
The mind is its own place, and in itself
Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven. 958
What matter where, if I be still the same,
And what I should be, all but less than he
‘Whom thunder hath mude greater 7 Here at least
We shall be free; th’ Almighty hath not built
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence :
Here we may reign secure ; and in my choice
To reign is worth ambition, though in hell ;
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Better to reign in hell, than serve 1n heaven !

But wherefore let we then our faithful friends,

Th?’ associates and copartners of our loss, 285
Lie thus astonish’d on th’ oblivious pool,

And call them not to share with us their part

In this unhappy mansion : or once more

With raltied arms to try, what may be yet
Regain’d in heaven, or what more lost in Tll ™ 270

So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub
Thus answer'd : * Leader of those-armies bright,
‘Which Lut th* Omnipotent none could have foil’d!
If once they hear that voice, their liveliest pledge
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft 275
In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge
Of battle when it rag'd, in all assaults ‘
Their surest signal, they will soon resume
New courage, and revive, though now they lie .. |
Grov'ling and prostrate on yon lake of fire, 280
(As we erewhi?e,) asteunded and amaz’d ;
No wonder, fallen such a pernicious height I

I7e scarce had ceas’d, when the superio fiend
Was moving toward the shore; his pond’rous shield,
Etherial temper, massy, large, and round, . 285
Behind him cast ; the broad circumference -
Hung on his shoulders like the moon, whose orb
Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views
At ev'ning from the top of Fasole,

Or in Valdarno, to descry new lands, &~ 290
Rivers, or mountains, on her spotty globe,

His spear, (to equal which the tallest pine

Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mast

Of some great admiral, were but a wand,)

He walk’d with, to support uneasy steps 2958
Over the burning marle (not like Uhose steps

On heaven’s azure!) and the torrid clime

Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire
Nathless he so endur'd, till on the beach

Of that inflamed sea he stond and call’d 300
His legions, angel-forms, who lay entranc'd,

Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the hrooks

{n Vallonbrosa, where th’ Etrurian shades.

High over-arch’d imbower ; or scattered sedge
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm’d 305
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Hath vex’d the Red-Sea coast, whose waves o’erthrew

Busiris, and his Memphian chivalry,

‘While with perfidious hatred they pursu’d

The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld

From the safe shore their floatin carcassés, 310

And brokén chariot-wheels: so thick bestrown,

Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood,

Under amazement of their hideous change.

He call’'d s0 loud, that all the hollow deep

Of hell resounded: * Princes, Potentates, 315
" Warriors, the flower of heaven! once yours, now lost,

If such astonishment as this can seize

Eternal spirits: or have ye choscn this pluce

After the toil of battle to repose :

Your wearied virtue, fot the ease you find 320

To slumber here, as in the vales of heaven ? ’

Or in this abject posture have ye sworn

T’ adore the Conqueror? who now beholds

Cherub and seraph rolling in the flood,

With scatter’d arms and ensigns; till anon 3%

His swift pursuers from heaven-gates discern

‘Th’ advantage, and descending tread us down

Thus drooping ; or with linked thunderbolts

Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf.

Awake, arise, or be for ever fallen!” 330

They heard, and were abash’d and up the{ sprung
Upon the wing : as when men wont to watc

On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread,

Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. .
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight * 335
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel

Yet to their general’s voice they soon obey’d,
Innumerable! As when the potent rod

Of Amram’s son, in Egypt’s evil day,

‘Wav'd round the coast, up call'd a pitcl(\ly cloud 340
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind,

That o’er the realn of impious Pharach hung

Like night, and darken’d all the land of Nile:

Son rless were those Lad angels, seen

Hov’rihg on wing under the cope of hell, 345
"T'wixt upper. nethter, and surrounding firer
i, as a signal given, th’ uplifted spear

Of their great sultan waving to direct

»

\
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Their course, in even balance down they light -
On the firm brimstore, and fill all the plain: 350
A multitude, like which the populous north
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pass /
Rhine or the Danaw, when her barbarous sons
Came liko a deluge on the south, and spread .
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan sands. 355
Forthwith from every squadron. and each band,
The heads and leaders thither haste where stood
Their great commandey; godlike shapes and forms
Excelling human, puncely dignities,
And powers! that erst in heaven sat on thrones;;
Though of their names in heavenly records now 361
Be no memorial ; blotted out and raz'd,

their rebellion, from the baoks of life.
or had they yet among the sons of Eve 364
Got them new names ; till wand'ring o’er the earth,
Through God’s high sufferance for the trial of man,
By falsities and lies the greatest part -
& mankind tkey corrupted, to forsake
God their Creator, and th’ invisible
Glory of kim that made them, td transform 370
Oft to the image of a brute, adorn’d
With gay religions full of pomp and gold,
And devils to adore for deities :
Then were they known to men by various names.
And various idols through the heathen world, 375

B
£

Say, Muse, their names then known ; who first,
who last, '

Rous’d from the slumber, on that fiery couch,

2 iheir great emperor’s call as next in worth
Cauna sing.y where he stoud, ou the bare strand,
‘While the promisrurus crowd stood yet aloof? 390
‘The chicf were those who, from the pit of hell
Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix

Their seats long atter next the seat of God,

Their altars by his altar, gods ador’d

Among the nations round, and aurst abide 385
Jehovah thund’ring out of Sion, thron’d

Between the cherubim ; yea, often plac’d

Within his sanctuary itself their shrines,
Abominations! and with cursed things

His holy rites and solemn feasts profan'd, 890
“And with their darkness durst t his light.
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First Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood  *
Of human sacrifies, und parents’ tears ; :
Though, for the noise of drums and timbrels | :
Their children’s cries unheard, that pass’d thro’
To nis grim idol. Him the Ammonite
Worshipp’d in Rabba, and her watery plain
[n Argob, and in Basan, to the stream
Of utmost Arnon. Nor cgntent with such
Audacious ncighbourhood, the wisest heart 400
Of Solomon he led by fraud, to build
tis temple right against the temple of God,
On the opproﬁrious hill ; and made his grove
The pleasant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thence .
And blnck Gehenna called, the type of hell. 405
Next Chemos, th’ obscene dread of Moab’s sons,
From Aroar to Nebo, and the wild
Of southmost Abdrim ; in Hesebon
And Horonaim, Seon’s realm, beyond
The flowery dale of Sibma, clad with vines; 410
And Eleale to th’ Asphaltic pool :
Peor his other name, when he entic’d
Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile,
To do him wanton rites, which cost them wo.
Yet thence his lustful orgies he enlarg’d 415
Even to that hill of scandal, by the grove
Of Moloch homicide ; lust hard by hate;
Till good Josiah drove thera thence to hell
With thgse came they, who from the bord’ring flood
Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 430
Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names
of alim, and Ashtaroth ; ‘those male,
T} ese feminine : (For spirits when they please
Can either sex assume, or bath ; 80 soft .
And uncompounded is their essence pure; 435
Not tied or manacled with joint or limb,
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones,
Like cumbrous flesh ; but in what shape they chooss,
Dilated or condens’d, bright or abscure
Can execute their airy purposes, 430
Ang works of love or enmity fulfil.)
For those the racs of larfiel oft forsook
Their living strength, and unfrequente | feft
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down
To bestial gods ; for which their heads as low 4385
Bow’d down in ‘nme. sunk before the spear

S
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Of despicable foes. - With these in troop . -
Came Astoreth, whorn the Phenicians call'd :
Astarte, queen of heaven, with crescent-horns .=
Tc¢ whose bright image nightly by the moon, - 440
Sidonian virgine paid-their vows and songs; -
In Sion aleo not unsung, where stond
ger tempk:;i on th’ oﬂ'ensiwunwin,‘hbﬁlt
that uxdrious king, w' héart,: h large,

Ls iPd by fair idoh%remes. fell o 418
To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind,
Whose annual wound in Lebanon allur'd
The Syrian damsels, to iament his fate
In am’rous ditties all a summer’s day ;
‘Whiie smooth Adanis from his native rock 450
Ran purple to the sea, suppos'd with blood
Of Thammuz yearly wounded . the love-tale
Infected Sion’s daughters with like heat ;
‘Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch )
Ezdkiel saw, when, by the vision led, 458
His eye survey’d the dark idolatries :
Of alienated J{dah. Next came one
‘Who mourn’d in earnest, when the captive ark
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopp’d off
Inthis own temple, on the grunsel edge, - 460
Where he fell flat, and sham'd his worshippers ;

n his name ; sea monster! upward man

And downward fish: yethad his temple high
Redard in Azotus, dreaded through the coast
OF Palestine, in Gath, and Ascaion,
And Accaron, and Gaza's frontier bounds.
Him follow’d Rimmon, whose delightful seat
‘Was fair Daiascus, on the fertile banks
Of Abbana, and Pharphar, lucid streams !
Healso against the house of God was bold: 470
A leper once Ire lost, and gain'd a king,
Ahaz, his sottish congueror, whom he drew

God’s alar to dis| . and displace,
For one of Syrian mode, wnerecn to burn
His odious off'rings, and udore-the gods - 478

Whom he had vanquish’d. After these appeard
A crew who under names of old renown,

Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train, :

With monstroud shapes and sorceries abus’d
l'nuati:&'sn:t, and her priests, toseek . - 480
Their ing gods di-gnis'? in wvutish forms.
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Rather than human. Nor did Israel 'scape W
The infection, when their borrow’d gold compos d!
The calf in Oreb; and the rebel king .
Doubled that sin in Bethel, and in Dan,
Lik’ning his Maker to the grazed ox,
Jehovah! who in one night when he pass'd
From Egypt marching, eqaall’d with one stroke
Both her first-born and all her bleating gods.
Belial came last, than whom a spirit more lewd
Fell not from heaven, or more gross to love
Vice for itself : to him no temple stood, .
" Or altar smok’d ; yet who more oft than hq
In temples, and at altars, when the priest
Turus atheist. as did Eli's sons, who fill'd
With lust and violence the house of God? |
In courts and palaces he also reigns,
And in luxurious cities, where the noise
Of riot ascenls abave their loftiest towers,
And injury and ontrage: and when night
. Darkens the streets, then wander forth the sons
Of Beliel, flown with insolence and wine
Witness the streets of Sodom. and that night
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door
Expes’d a matron, to avoid worsé rape.

These were the prime, in order and in might ;
The rest were long to tell. though far renown'd,
Th’' [onian gods, of Javan's issue held .
Gods, yet confess d later than heaven and earth,
Their boasted parents. Titan, (heaven's first born,
With his enormous brood, and birthright seiz'd
By younger Saturn: he from mightier Jove,
(His own and Rhea’s son.) like measure found
80 Jove ursurping reign'd; these first in Crete
And Ida known ; thence on the snowy top
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air,
Their highest heaven; or on the Delphian cliff,
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds
Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old
Fled over Adria to th' Hesperian fields,
And o'er the Celtic roam’d the utmost isles.

All these and more came flocking, but with looks
Downcast and damp ; yet such wherein appear'd '
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to have foand their chog

.
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Not jn despain, to have found themselves v.ot. lost 538
In los1 ifself ; which on his count’nance cast

Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride

Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently rais'd:
Their fainting courage, and dispell’d their tears. 530
Then straight commands that at the warlike sound
Of trumpets loud, and clarions, be uprear’d

His mighlﬁ standard : that proud honour claim’d
Azazel as his right, a cherub tali;

‘Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfurl’d 538

Th? imperial ensign; which, full high advanc'd,

Sh Elie a meteor streaming to the wind, .
With gems and golden lustre rich emblaz'd,
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while

Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds: - 549
At which the universal host up sent

A shout that tore hell’s concave ; and beyond
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night.

All'in a moment through the gloom were seen

‘Ten thousand banners rise into the air, 545
With orient colours waving : with them rose

A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helm
Appear'd, and serried shields in Lhici array, .

Of depth immeasurable : anon they move

In perfect phalanx, to the Dogian mood 550
Of flutes, and soft recorders; such as rais'd ’
To height of noblest temper heroes old

Arming o battle; and instead of rage,

Deliberate valour breath’d, firm, and unmov’d

With dread of death to flight, or foul retreat; 556
Nor wanting power to mitigate and swage,

‘With solemn touches, troubled thoughts, and chase
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain,
From mortal or immortal minds. T'hus they
Breathing united force, with fixed thought 360
Mov’d on in silence to soft pipes, that charmd
Their painful steps o’er the burnt soil : and now
Advanc'd in view, they stand, a hornd front

Of dreadful length, and dazzling arms, in guise

Of warriors 6id with order’d spear and shield, 568
Awaiting what command their mighty chief

Had 0 impose : he through the arned files

Darts his experienc'd eye, and soun traverse

The whole battalion views, their order due,
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“Their viumand mature as of gods;

‘Their number last he sums. And now his heart
Distends with pride, and nard’ning in his strength -
Glories: for never since created man
Met such embodied force, as nam’d with these .
Could merit more than that smal} infantry 575
Warr'd on by ¢ranes ; though ali the giant brood
Of Phiegra with th’ heroic race were join'd,
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each sid
Mix’d with auxiliar gods; and what resounds
In fable or romancg of Uther's son,
Begirt with British and Armoric knights;
And all who since baptiz’d or infidel,
Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalbar,
Damasco, or Morocco, or Trebisond; |
Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore, 586
When Charlemain with 41l his peerage fell
By Foutarabbia, Thus far these beyond
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observ’d
Their dread commander: he, above tiwe rest
In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 599
8tood like a tower : his form had not yet lost
All her original brightness, nor appeard
Less than archangel ruin’d, and th’ excess
Of glory obscur'd : as when the sun new risen
Loois through the hggizontal misty air, " 598
Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon,
In dim eclipse, disastrous twilght sheds
On halif the nations, and with fear of changs,
Perplexes monarchs ; darken’d so, yet shone
Above them all th’ archangel: but his face 600
Deep scara of thunder had intrench’d, and care
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows
Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride
Waiting revenge: cruel his eye, but cast
Signs of remorse and passion, to behold *» ° 608
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather,
&Fa.r other once beheld 1n bliss!) condemn’d

'or ever now to have their lot in pain; -
Millions of spirits, for his fault amere’d - -
Of heaven, and from eternal splendour's flung 610
For his revolt ; yet faithful how they stood,
Their glory wither’d: as when heaven’s fire
Hath scatl'd the forest oaks, or mountain pines,
With singed top their smsu:ly growth, though bare,



30 .PARADISE LOST. [iBreky.

1

Stands on the blasted heath. , He now prepar’d 615
To spcaa, whereat their doubled ranks they bend -
From wing to wing, and half enclose him ronnd
W ith all his peers: attention held them mute :
Thrice he assay’d, and thrice in spite of scorn,
Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth ; at last 620

ords interwove with sighs found out their way.

O myriads of immortal spirits! O powers
Matchless, but with th’ Alm:ﬁ ty, and that strife
Was not inglorious, though th’ event was dire,

As this place testifies, and this dire change, 62§

Hateful wo utter : but what power of mind,

Forseeing, or presaging, from the depth .

Of knowledge past or present, could have fiar'd,

How such united force of gods, how such

As stood like these, could éver know repulse? 630

For who can yet believe, though afier loss,

‘That ail these puissant legions, whose exile

Hath emptied hicaven, shall fail to reascend

Self-rais’d, and repossess their native seat?

For me be witness all the host of heaven, 635

If counsels different, or danger shunn'd

By me, have lost our hopes: but he who reigns
onarch in heaven, till then as one secure

Sat on his throne, upheld by olg repute,

Consent, or custom, and his rezal state

Put forth at full, but syl his strength conceal’d,

‘Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall.

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own

So as not either to oke, or dread

New war, provok’d. Our better part remains 645 /

T > work in close design, by fraud or guile,

‘What force effected not ; that he no less

At length from us may find, who overcomes

By force, hath overcome but half his foe.

Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rifc G50

ere went a fame in heaven, that he, ere long,

Intended to create; and therein plant

A generation, whom his choice regara

Should favour equal to the sons of heaven :

Thither, if but to pry, shal' be perhaps 858

Owr first eruption, thither or elsewhere :

For this infernal pit shall never hold

Celgstial spirits in bondage, nor th’ abyss

. N
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Long under darkness cover.——But these .
Full counsel must‘mature : Peace is despair'd, 660
For who can think subraission? War then, war
Open or-understood, must be resolv’d.”

He spake : and to confirm his words out flew
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thi
Of mighty cherubim : the sudden blaze 665
Far round illumin’d hell ; highly they rag’d .
Against the Highest, and fierce with grasped arms
Clash’d on their sounding shields the din of war,
Hurling defiance ww:d the vault of heaven.

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 670
Belch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entite
Shone with a glassy scurf'; (undoubted sign
That in his womb was hid metallic ore,

The work of sulphur,) thither wing’d with s
A ous brigade hasten’d : as when ban 678
Of pioneers, wig:lspade and pickaxe arm’d,
Forerun the rayul camp, to trench a field,
Or cast a rampart : Mammon led them on,
Mammon, the least erected spirit that fcll
From heaven: for even in heaven his looks and
thoughts 680

Were always downward bent ; admiring more
‘The riches of heaven’s pavement, trodden gold,
Than ought divine or holy else, enjoy’d
In vision beatific: by him first
Men also, and by his sugﬁesl.ion taught, 685
Ransack’d the centre, and with impious hands
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth
For treasures better hid. Soon had his crew
Opend into the hill a spacious wound,
And digg'd out ribs of gold. (Let none admire 690
‘That riches grow in hell ; that soil may best .
Deserve the preciousbane.) And here let those g
Who boas. in mortal things, and wond’ring tell
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings,
Learn how their greatest monuments of fame, 696
And strength, and ary; are easily outdone
By spirits reprobate, and in an hour,

- What in an aye.they with incessant toil,
And hands innumerable, scarce perform.
Nighon the plain in many cells prepar'd, 700

—
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‘That underneath had veins of liquid fire
Sluic’d from the lake, a second multitude
With wondrous art founded the massy ore .
Severing each kind, and seumm’d the bullion dross.
A third as soon had form’d within the ground 708
A various mould ; and from the boiling cells ;
By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook
As in an organ, from one blast of wind, - .
‘To many a row of pipes the sound-board breathes.
Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound .
Of dulcet symphonies, and voices sweet,
Built like a temple, where pildters round
Woere set, and Dorie pillars, overlaid :
With golden architrave: nor did there want  71&
Cornice, or frieze, with bossy sculptures graven ;
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon,
or-ﬁrent Alcairo, such magnificence
uall'd in all their glories, to inshrine
Belus, or Serapis, their gods; or seat . 720
Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove
In wealth and luxury. Th’ ascending pile -
tood fix'd her stnter[yy eight: and straight the doors
v&l’ning their brazen folds, discover wide .
ithin her ample spaces o’er the smooth . 725
And level pavement: from the arched roof, :
Pendent by subtle mnﬁic, many a row
Of starry lamps, and blazing cressets, fed
With Naphtha and Asphaltus, yielded light,
As from a sky. The hasty multitude 730
Admiring enter’d, and the work some praise, ,
And some the architect: his hand was known
In heaven by many a tow’red structure high,
‘Where sceptred angels held their residence,
And sat as princes; whom the supreme King 735
Exalted to such power, and gave to rule,
Such in his hierarchy, the orders bright:
Nor was his name unheard, or unador’d,
In ancient Greece; and in Ausonian land
Meh cald him Mulciber : and how he fell 740
From heaven they fabled, thrown by angry Jove
Sheer o‘er the crystal battlements; from morn
‘To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve,
A summer’s day ; and with the setting sun
Dropp’d from the zenith like a falling star, 745
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On Lemnos th Egean isle: thus they relate,
Erring ; for he with this rebellious ruut

Fell long before ; nor ought availd him now

T have built in heaven high towers ; nor did he sea
By all his engines, but was headlsig sent 7
Vgit.h his industrious crew to build in hell.

Meanwhile the winged herald’s by command
Df sov’reign power, with awful ceremony
And trumpet’s sound, throughout the host proclaim
A solemn c.uncil forthwith to be held 755
At Pandemonium, the high capital
Of Satan and his peers: their summons call’d,
From every band and squared regiment,
l‘? Slace or choice the worthiest, they anon

ith hundreds, and with thousands, rooping came
Attended: all access was throng’d, the gutes 761
And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall
gvl‘hough like a cover'd field, where champions bold

ont ride in arm’d, and at the Soldan's ciuur
Deofied the best of Panim chival 765
‘To mortal combat, or career wiz lance)
‘Thick swarm’d, both on the ground, and in the air,
Brush’d with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees
In spring time, when the sun vith Taurufrides,
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 770
In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowersg
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank,
/The suburb of their straw-built citadel,)
New rubb’d with balm, expatiate and confer
Their state affairs: so thick the airy crowd 77
Swarm’d and were straiten'd; till the signal given:
Bchold a wonler! they but now who seem’d
In bigness to su1 pass earth’s giant sons,
Now less than smaliest dw: in narrow room
Throng numberless, like that pygmean race 780
Beyond the Indian mount ; or Xury elves;

ose midnight revels, by a forest side,

Or fountain, some belated peasant sees,
Or dreams he sees; while over head the moon
Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 785
‘Wheels her paie course ; they on their mirth and dance
Intent, with jocund music charni hisear :
At once with joy and fear lus neart rebounds.
THRus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms
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Reduc'd their shapes immeuse ; and were atlarge, )
Though without number still, amidst the hall

Of that infernal caurt. But far within.

And in their qwn dimensions like themsalves,

The great Saraplue lords, and cherubim,

In close recess and sgeret conclave sat; .

Athonsand demi-gods on golden geats.

Frequent and full ! . After. short silence then,
And summons read, the great consnit began. -

END OF BOUK FIRST.
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BOOK 1L

THE ARGUMENT.

The consultation. begun, Satan debates whether anothes
bdttle is to be hazardec for the recovery of heaven :
some advise i, others dissuade. J third proposal is
preferred, mentioned before by Satan, to search the
truth of that prophecy or tradition in heaven con-
cerning another world, and another kind of creature,
equal, or not much inferior to themnselves, about this
time to be created : their doubt whe «hall be sent on
this difficult search: Satan, thew chief, undertakes

. alone the voyage; is homoured and upplanded. The
council thus ended, the rest betake them sederal ways,
and lo several employments, as their inclinations lead
them, to entertain the lime till Satan retwn. He
passes on his journey to hell gates, finds them shut,-
and who sat there to d them, by whom at len t‘
they are opened, and discover to him the great gulf be.
tween Mell and heaven : with what difficully he passes
thyough, directed by Chaos, the power of that place,
to the sight of thisnew warld which he sought.

Hion on a threne of state, which far. .. .
Outshone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind ; H
Or where the gorgeous east with richest hand
Showers on .her kings barbaric peaxl and geld.
Satan exalted sat, by merit rais'd . - .+ @ |

To that bad eminence : and from despair - 1
‘Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires

Beyond thus high ; insatiate topursue - .. - . |
Vein war with heaven; and by success untaught, -
His proud imaginations thus display’d - 10
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4 Powers, and dominions, deities of heaven !

For since no deep within hér gulf can hold

mmortal vigour, though op ’d and fallen,
1 give not heaven for lost : from this descent  +
Celestial virtues rising, will appear 15
More glorious and mere d than fram no fall,
And trust themselves to féar no second fute.?
Me, though just right and the fix’d laws of heaven
Did first create your leader;--next free choice ;

¥ With what besides, in council or in fight 0

Hath been achiev'd of merit : yet this loss
Thus far at least recover'd, hath mich more
Establish’d in a safe unenvied throne,
Yielded with full consent. The happier state
In heaven, which follows dignity, might draw 2!
Envy from each inferior : but who here .
Will envy whom the highest place exposes
Foremost to stand against the Thunderer’s aim,
Your bulwa-k ; and condemns to greatest share

f endless pain? Where there is then no good 30
For which to strive, no strife can grow up there
From faction : for none sure will claim in hell
Precedence ; none, whose portion is so small
Of present pain, that with ambitions mind
Will covet more! with this advantage then 35
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord,
More than can be in heaven, we now return
To claim our just inheritance of old, ’
Surer to prosper than prosperity
Could have assur'd us; and by what best way, 40
Whether of open war, or covert guile, .
We now debate: who can advise may speak.”

He ceas’d; and next hirg Moloch, sceptred king,
Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest spirit
‘T'hat fought in heaven, now fiercer by despair: 45
His trust was with th’ Eternal to be'deem’d \
Equal in strength, and rather than be less, -
Cared not to be at all ; with that care iost
Went all his fear : of God, or hell, or worse, 48
He reck’d not; and these words thereafter spake .

+4

“ My sentence is for open war; of wiles,
More unexpert, I boast not : them let those
Contrive who need ; or when they need, not now
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For while they sit contriving, shall the rest, . .
Millions that stand in arms, and longing wait 56
The signal to ascend, sit ling’ring here :
Heaven’s fugitives, and for their dwelling-place
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame,
The prison of his tyranny who reigns
By our delay ? No! let us rather choose, 8
Arm’d with heli-flames and fury, all ai once
O’er heaven's high towers to force resistless way
Turning our tortures into horrid arms

ainst the Torturer: when to meet the noise
Of his Almighty engine he shall hear
Infernal thunder; and, for lightning, see
Black fire and horror shot with equal rage
Among his angels : and his throne itsel
Mix’d witk Tartarean sulphur, and strange fire,
His own invented torments.—But, perhs, 7
The way seems difficult and steep, to scale
With upright wing against a hif er foe —
Let such bethink them, (if the sleepy drench
Of that forgetful lake benumb not stul,) .
‘That in our proper ‘motion we ascend 7
Up to our native seat: descent and full
To us is adverse. Who but felt of late,
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear
Insulting, and pursu’d us through the deep,
With what compulsion, and laborious flight 80
We sunk thus low ? Th’ ascent is easy then;
Th’ evepit is fear'd; should we again provoke
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find
To our destruction : (if there be in hell
Fear to be worse destroy’d,) What can be worse 85
Than to dwell here, driven out from bliss, condeman’d
In this abhorred deep to utter wo! ‘
Where parr. of unextinguishable fire
Must exercise us, without hope of end, '
The vassals of his arggr, when the scourge 90
Inexorably, and the torturing hour, :
Calls us to penance ! more destroy’d than thus,
We should be quite abnlish’d, and expire.
What fear we then? what doubt we to incense )
His utmost ire ? which to the height enrag’d, 96
Will either quite consume us, and reduce
To nothing this essential ; happier far,

han miserable to have eternal being ;
4
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Or if our substance be indced divine, L

JAnd cannot cease to be, we are at worst - 100
On this side nothing : and by proof we feel

Our power sufficient to disturb his heaven,

And with perpetual inroads to alarm,

‘Though inaccessible, his fatal throne :

Whir.ﬁ, if not victory, is yet revenge.” 103

- .
He ended frowning, and his look denounc’d

Desperate revenge, and battle dangerous

To less than gods. On th’ other side uprose

Belial, in act more graceful and humane: .

A fairer person lost not heaven ; he seem’d t

For dignity compos’d, and high exploit :

But all was false and hollow : though his tongue

Dropp’d manma, and could make the worse appear

The better reason, to perplex and dash

Matnrest counsels ; for his thoughts were low : 113

To vice industrious, -but to nobler deeds . '

Timorous and slothful : yet he pleas'd the ear

And with persuasive accents thus began :

“1 should be much for open war, O peers, .
As not behind in hate, if what was urg’d 148
Main reason to persuade imreediate war,
Did not dissuade me most ; and seem to cast
Ominous conjecture on the whole success ;
When be who mest excels in fact of arms,
In what he counsels, and in what excels, %
Mistrustful, grounds his courage on despair,
And utter dissolution, as the scope
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge.
Firsy, what revenge ? The towers of heaven are fill'd
With arned walc?l, that render all access 130
Impregnable : oft on the bordering deep
Encamp their legions ; or with obscure wing,
8cout far and wide into the realm of night,
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way
By force, and at our heels all hell should rise 135
Vgith klackest insurrection, to confound
Henven’s purest Light; yet our great enemy,
All incqrruptible, would on his throne
Sit unpolluted ; and th’ ethereal mould .
Incapable of stain, would soon expel - 1490
Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire, e
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Victorious. ‘Thus repuls’d, our final uope L
Is flat despair : we must exasperate . .

Th’ Aimighty Victor to spend all Lis rage, )
And that must end us ; that must be our cure  14)
FTa be no more.—Sad cure! for who would lgse,
Though full of pain, this intellectuel being ;
Those thoughts, that wander through eternity
‘To perish rather, swallow’d up and lost
In the wide womb of uncreated nighs, 150
Devoiq of sense and motion ? And who knows,
é:Let this be good,) whether our angry foe

an give it, or will ever ? how he can,
Is doubtful ; tkat he never will, is sure.

e

Will he, so wise, let lonse at once his ire, 166 !

Belike through impoténce, or unaware,

To give kis ewnitl:: their wish, and end

‘Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 1
To punish endlesa ?-—W herefore cease we then?
Say they who counsel war ; we are decreed, 160
Reserv'd, and destin’d to eternal wo:

Whatever doing, what can we suffer more ; .
What can we suffer worse 7—Is this then worst,
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms ? 164
What! when we fled amain, pursud, and struck
With hea ren’s afflicting thunder, and besought .

I'he deep to shelter us? This hell then seem'd

A refuge from those Wounds. Or, when we lay -
Chain’'d on the burning lake ? I'ha’. sure was worse:
What if the breath that kindled those. grim fires, 179
Awak’d, should blow them into sevenfold rage, .
And plunge us in the flames? Or, fram above,
Should intermitted vengeance arm again

His red right hand m%ﬁag\le us? a\?hnt ifall .
Her stores were open’d, and this firmament 178
Of hell should spout her cataracts of fire? . . . -
Impendent horrors! threat’ning hideous fall

One day upon our heads: while we perhaps
Designing or exhorting glorious war, .
Caught in a fiery tempest shall be hurl’d 189
Each on his rock transfix’d, the sport.and prey .. .!
Of racking whirlwinds : or for ever sunk '
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapp'd in chains ;
There to converse with everlasting groans,
Tnrespited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, -
Ages of hopeless end 7 This would be worse.

'

y
A
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‘Waar, therefore, open or conocens’d, alike

My voice dissnades : for what can force @ guile

W’i’th him, or who deceive his mind, whose eye

Views all things at ene view? He from heaven
- height 190

All these our motions vain sees and derides :

Not more alniighty to resist our might,

Than wise to fiustrate all our plots and wiles.

Shall we then live thus vile, the race ot heaven

Thus trampled, thus expell’d, to suffer here 193

Chains and these torinents? Better these than worse,

By my advice; sinee fate inevitabje

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree ;

THe victor's will. To suffr, as to do,

Our strength is equal, nor ihe law unjust 200

lI‘hnt, 8o ordains : this was at first resotv’'d

f we were wise, against 8o t a foe

Contending, and mubtful mt might fall.

[ taugh, when those who at the spear are bold

And vent’rous, if that fail them, shrink, and fear

What yet they know must follow, to endure 208

Exile or ignominy, or bonds, or pain,

THe sentence of their conqueror : This is now

Our doom ! which if we can sustain and bear,

Our supreme foe, in time, may much remit %10

His anger : and, perhaps, thus far remov'd,

Not mind us, not offending, satiffied

With ‘what ig punished : whence these raging fires

Will slacken, if his breath stir not their flames.

Our purer essence then will overcome 215

Their noxious vapour ; or inur’d, not feel ;

Or chang’d at length, and o the place conform’d

I[n temper, and in nature, will receive

Familiar the fiarce heat, and vaid of pain,

‘This horror will grow mild, this darxness, light : 230

Besides what hope the never-ending flight.

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change

‘Worth waiting, since our present lot anpears

For happy, though but iil; for ill, not worst;

If we procure not to ourselves more wo.”

‘Thus Belial wit1 words clith’d in reason’s
Counsell'd ignoble ease. and peaceful sloth,
Mot peace: and af er him thus Mammon spake.
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¢ Either to disenthrone the King of heaven  .«»

-We war, if war be best, or to regain 230

Our own right, lost : Him to unthrone we then -

May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield . _;

To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife:

‘The former vain to hope, argues as vain .

The latter : for what place can be for us 23t

Within heaven’s bound, unless heaven’s Loyd suprem(

We overpower? Squose he should releng

And pub! fxgh grace to Kromlse made

Of new subjection ; th.h what eyes could we

Stand in his presence humble, and receive .. 240

Surict laws imposed to celebrate his throne

With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead sing

Forc’d hallelujahs 7 while he lordly sits

QOur envied Sovereign, and his altar breathes

Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers, . %45

Our servile offerings! This must be.our task

{n heaven, this our delight; how wc&nsome .

Lternity so spent, in worslup paid

Fo whom we hate ' Lot us not then pursye

nyorcc lm[l)os:mle, by leave obtain’d . 20
nacceptable, though'in heaven, our state .

Of splendid vusa.la.ge. but rather scek

Dur own good from ourselves, and. from our own

Live to ourselves; though in this vast

Free, and to none accountable ; preferring 258

Hard liberty before the easy yoke

Of servile pomp. Our greutness wﬂl

Then most cons;lncuous, when %wnt tlungs of smnu,

Useful of hurtful, prosperous of adverse
We can create ; and in what place soe’er . 360
Thrive under evnl and work ease out of. paing .

Throu h labour and endurance. This deep world

Of darkness dowe dread ? How oft amidst

Thick clouds and dark, doth heaven’s all-ruling Sm

Choose to reside, his glory unobscur'd . .28

And with the majesty of darkness round

Covers his throne; from whence deep thunders Toar

Mustering their rage, and heaven resembles hell 2

Ashe our darkness, cannot we his light | 1

Imitate when we please ? This desert soil

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems, and gold :

Nor want we skill or art, from whence 10 raise
cence ; and what can keaven shaw more? ,

4*
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Our torments also may, in length of time, .
Become our elements; these picrcing fires 275
As soft as now severe, our temper chang’d -

Into their tempét ; which must needs remove

‘The sensible of pain. Al thinge invite :

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state

Of order, how in safety best we may 280
Compose our present evils, with regard .
Of what we are, and were ; dismising quite
All thought of war.—Ye have what fadvise."

He scarce nad finish’d, when uch murmur fill’d
Tl assembly, as when hollow rocks retain 288
‘The sound of blustering winds, which all night long
Had rous’d the sea, now with hoarse cadence tull
Sea-faring men o’erwatch'd, whose bark by cha.ce,

Or pinnace, anchors in a craggy ba;

Aﬁ.gr the tempest : such appiause uyas heard 290
As Mammon ended, and his sentence pleas'd,
Advising peace. For, such another field

They dreaded worse than nell : so much the fear

Of thunder, and the sword of Michael,

‘Wrought still within them; and no less desire 295
‘To found this nether empire, which might rise,

By policy, and long process of time,

In emulation wite-w heaven. °

‘Which when Beelzebub perceiv’d (than whom,
Batan except, none higher sat) with grave

Aspect tie rose, and in his rising seem’d

A pillarof state: deep on his frent engraven,
Deliberation sat, and public care

And princely counsel in his face yet shone,

Majestic though in ruin? sage he stood, * am
With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear :

The weight of mightiest monarchies ; his look
Drewaudience, and attention still as night,
Or-summer’s noon-tide air ; while thus he spake :

* #Throhes and imperial powers, offspring of heaven,
Ethereal virtues! o‘:elhesg(t)itlcs nof:vsp % 311
Must we renounce, and, changing styfe, be call’d
Primces of hell ? For, so the populur vote

Inclines, niere to continue, and build up here’

A growmng empire: doubtless! while we dreain, 315
Aund know that the King of heaven hath doom’d
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This place vur dungeon ; not our safe retreat
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt
From Heaver’s nigh jurisdictinn, in new league
Banded against his throne: -but to remain 320
In strictest bondage, though thus far remov’d,
Under th’ inevitahle curb, reserv’d
His captive multitude: for he, be sure,
In height, or depth, still first and last will reign
Solo king, and of his kingdom lose no part 336
By our revolt; but over hell extend

is empire, and with iron sceptre rule
Us nere, as with his golden those in heaven.
‘What sit we then projecting peace and war ?
War hath determin'd us, and foil’d with loss 330
[rionaraole ; terms of peace yet none
Vouchsaf d, or sought : for what peace will be given
To us enslav'd, but custody severe,
And stripes, and‘arbitrary punishment .
tuflicted ? and what peace can we return ? 333
But, to our power, hostility and hate, .
Untam'd rdluctance, and revenge ;. though slow,
Yet ever plotting how the Conqueror least
Maav reap his conquest, and may least rejoice ’
In doing what we most in suffering feel ? 340
Nor will occasion want, nor shail we need
With dangerous expedition, to invade
Heaven, whose high walls fear no assault or siege,
Or ambush from the deep: what if we find -
8ome easier enterprize? There *s a place, 345
(if ancient and prophetic fame in heaven
Err not,) another world, the happy seat
Of some new race caiPd Man ; about this time
To be created like to us, though less
In power and excellence, but favour’d more 350
Of him who rules above : so was his will
Pronounc’d among the gods, and by an oath,
That shook heaven’s whole circumference, confirm’d.
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould, 855
Or substance, how endued, and what their or,
And where their wealinass, how attempterl m
By force, or subtilty. Though heaven be shut,
*And heaver’s hizh arbitrator sit secure . \
In his own strength, this place may lie expos'd 360
The atmost border of his kingdem, let - .

Y
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To their defence who hold it : here perha

Some advantageous act may be achiev'd

By sudden onset, either with hell fire

To wastg his whole creation ; or possess 366

All as our own, and drive, as we were driven,

The puny habitantg; or, if not drive, :

Seduce them to our party, that their God

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand

Abolish his own works. This would surpass 378

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy

In our confusion, and our joy upraise .

In his disturbance ; when his darling sons,

Hurld headlong to partake with us, shall curse

Their frail original, and faded bliss : - 378

Faded so soon ! Advise if this be worth

Attempting, or to sit in darkness here

Hatching vain empires.” Thus Beelzebub

Pleaded his devili counsel, first devis’d

By Satan, and.in part propos’d. for whence, 380

But from the author of all ill, could spring !

8o deep a malice to confound the race & .

Of mankind in one root, and earth with he.

To mingle and involve, dene all to spite :

The great Creator ? But their spite still serves 388

His glory to angment. The bold design:

Pleas’d highly tl infernal states, and joy

Sparkled in all their.eyes; with full assent .
ey vote : whereat his speech he thus rencws *

“ Well have ye judfd, well ended long debate, 390
Synod of gnds ! and, Jike to what ye are,

reat things resolv’d ; which from the lowest deep
‘Will once more lift us up,.in spite of fate,
Nearer our ancient seat ; perhaps in view 3
Of those bright confines, whence with neighbouring
And opportune excursion, we may chance  [armsy
Re-entor heaven : or else, in some mild zone
Dwell not unvisited of heaven’s fair light,
Secure, and at the bright'ning orient beam
Purﬁe off this gloom : the soft delicious air, 400
To heal the scar of these corrosive fires, - |{send
Shall breathe her balm.—But first whom shall’ we
In search of this new world? whom shall we find
Sofficient? Who shall tempt with wandering feet
The dark, unbottara’d, infinite abyss, 415
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And through the palpable obscyre find out

His uncouth way ; -or spread His airy flight.
Upborne with indefatigable wings,

Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive

‘The happy isle - What strength, what art can then
Suffice, or what evasion bear him safe 411
Through the strict sentries, and stations thick

Of angels watching round? Here he had nced

All circuinspeciion ; and we now no less

Choice in our suffrage ; for, on whom we send, 413
The weight of all, and our last hope, relies.”

This said, he sat ; and expectation held
His look suspense, awaiting who appear'd
‘To second or oppose, or undertake
‘The perilous attempt : but &ll sat mute, . 420
Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; and each
In other’s countenance read his own dismay,
Astonish’d! None, among the choice and prims
Of those neaven-warring champious, could be found
8o hardy, as to proffer, or accept 425
Alone the dreadful voyage : till at last
Satan, whom now transcendent glory rais’d
Above liis fellows, with monarchal pride
(Coiwscious of lughest worth) unmov'd thus spake :

O progeny of neaven, em| | thrones! 430
With reason hath deep 'slﬁencg,y:en?l demur,
Beiz'd us, though undismay’d: long is.the way
And hard, that out of hell leads up to light :
Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire,
Qutrageous to devour, immures us round 435
Ninefold : and gates of burning adamant
Barr'd over us, lprohibit all egress.
These pass'd (if any pass) the void profound
Of unessential night receives him next
Wide gaping! and with utter loss of bein, 440
Threatens um, plung’d in that abortive gulf.
If thence he 'scape into whatever world,
Or unknownr region, what remains him less
Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape ?
But 1 should ill become this throne, O peers! 448
And this imperial savereignty, adorn’
With splendour, arm’d with power, if ought propos’d
And judg’d of public moment, in the shape
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Of dafficulty, or danger, could deter =

Me from attempting. Wherefore do | assume 45(

These royalties, and not refuse to reikn,

Refusing to accept as great a share

Of hazard, as‘of honour due alike

‘To him who reigns, and so much to him due

Of bazard more, as he above the rest 435

High honour'd sits ? “Gwo, therefore, mighty powers,

Terror of heaven, though fallen! intend at home,

&‘While here shall be our home,) what best mey ease
he present misery, and render hell o

More tolerable ; if there be cure, or charm, 460

‘To respite, or deceive, or slack the pain '

Of this ill mansion. Iutermit no watch

Aﬁuinst a waketul foe, while I abroad,

Through all the coasts of dark destruction, seek

Deliverance for us all : this enterprise ;

None shall partake with me.” Thus saying, rese !

‘The monarch, and prevented all reply :

Prudent, lest, from his resolution rais’d,

Others among the chiefs might offer now ..

(Certain to be refused) what erst they fear'd ; * 470

And so refus’d, might in opinion stand

His rivals ; winning cheap the high repute,

Which he through hazard huge must earn. But they

Dreaded not more th’ &dventure, than his voice

Forbidding ; and at'once with him they rose: ' 475

Their rising all at once was as the sound :

Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend

With awful reverence prone; and as a god .

Extol him equal to the glighest in heaven; .

Nor fail’d they to express how much they prais'd,

That for the general safety he despis’™d - 43}

His own, (for neither do the spirits damn’d

Liose all their virtue ; lest bad men should boast

Their specious deeds on earth, which glory excites ;

Or close ambition varnish'd o’er with zeal.) {88

Thus they their doubtful consultations dark

Ended, rei'_oicing in’ their matchless chief':

As when from mountain-tops the dusky clouds

Ascendiag, while the north-wind sleeps, o’er-spread

Heaven’s cheerful face, the lowering element 491

Scowls v'er the darken’d landscape snow, or shower

If chance the radiant sun with farewell sweet

Extends his evening beam, the fields revive,

¢
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‘I'he birds their notes renew, and bleating herds -
Adttest their joy, that hill and valley rings. 496
O shame to men! Devil with devil damn’d

Firm concord holds, men only disagree

Of crentures rational, though under hoj

Of héavenly grace: and, God proclaiming peace,
Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife © 500
Among themselves, and levy cruel wars,

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy :

As if (which might induce us to accord)

Madn had not hellish focs enow besides,

I'hat aay and night, for his destruction wait. 505

'The Stygian council thus dissolv’d ; and forth
In order came the grand infernal peers:
‘Midst came their mighty paramount, and seem’d
Alone th’ antagonist of heaven, nor less
I'han heli’s dread emperor, with pomp supreme, 510
And godlike imitated state. Him round
A globe of fiery seruphim inclosd,
Wit bright emblazonry, and horrent arms.
Then, of their session ended, they bid cry
With trumpets’ regal sound the great result: 513
Towards the four winds four speedy cheru%im
Put to their mouths the soundiry ulchymy,
By heralds’ voice explain’d : the hollow abyss
H{,‘m‘l far and wide, and all the host of hell 519
With deaf’ning shout return’d them loud acclaim.

‘Thence more a; ease their minds, and somewhat
rais’

By false presumptuous hope, the ran, wers
nysband,pand wand'ring, each his wmay
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice
Leads him perplex’a, where he mag likeliest find 525
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain
The irksome hours, till his great chief return.
Part on the plain, or in thé air sublime
Upon the wing, or in swift race cantend,
As at th* Olympian games, or Pythian fields: 530
Part cu.n their fiery steeds, or shun the goal
Witi: rapid wheels, or fronted brigades form,
As when, to wam proud cities, war appears *
Wag’d in the troubled sky, and armias rush
'T'» battle in.the clouds.; hefore each wvan 538

N
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Prick forth the uiry knights, and couch their spears
Till thickest legions close ; with feats of arus
From either end of heaven the welkin burns.
Others, with vast Typhcean rage, more fell !
Rend up buth rocks and hills, and ride the air 540
In whirlwind : hell scarce holds the wild uproar.
As when Alcides from (Echalia crown’d

= With conquest, felt th’ envenom’d robe, and tore
Through pain vp by the roots Thessaliun pines ;
And Lichas from the top of (Eta threw 645
Into th’ Euboic Sea. Others, more mild,
Retreated in a silent valley, sing
With notes angelical to many a harp
Their own heroic deeas and hapless fall
By doom of baitle: and complain that fate 550
Free virtue should enthrall o force or chauce.
Their song was partial ; but the harmony
(What could it less when spirits immortal sing !)
Suspended hell, and took with ravishment
The thronging audicnce. In discourse more sweet,

For eloquence the soul, song charms the seuse,) 556
*Lers apart sat on a hill retir'd,

In thoughts more elevate, and reason’d high,
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate ,
Fix’d fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute; 560
And found no end, in wand’ring mazes lost.
of and evil much they argued then,
Of happiness, and final misery,
Passion, and apathy, and glory, and shame -
Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy ; 565
Yet with a pleasing sorcery, could charm
Pain for a while, or anguish ; and excite
Fallacious hope, or arm th’ obdurate breast
With stubborn patience, as with triple steel.
Another part, in #yuadrops and gross ba 570
On bold mvemm’s]w discover wide ndn
That dismal world (if any clime perhaps
Might yield them easier habitation) bend
Four ways their flying ma=ch, along the banks
Of four infernal rivers, tha disgorge 275
Into the burning lake their ul streams *
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate;
Bad Acheron, of sorrow ; black und deep
Cocytus, nam’d of lamentation loud
Heard ~n the rueful stream: ficrce Phlegethon 580
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Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage.

Far off from these, a slow and silent stream,

Lethe, the river ot oblivion, rolls

Her wat’ lal;yrimh? whereof who dri
Fonhvm.l:yhis ormer state and being ﬁ)rgn:l:’ ; 58S
Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain.
Beyond this flood a frozen continent

Lias dark and wild ; beat with perpetual storms

Of whirlwind, and dire hail ; which on firm land
Thaws noy, but ga*hers heap, and ruin scems 590
Of ancient pile: ail else, deep snow and ice :

A gulf pmdmnd! as that Serbonian

Betwixt Damiata, and mount Casius old,

Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air
Burns frore, and cold performs the effect of fire. 595
Thither, by harpy-footed furies hal’d,

At certain revolutions, all the damn’d

Are brought ; anu feel by turns the bitter change
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce ;
From beds of ruging fire to starve in ice

Their soft etherenl warmth, and there to pine
[mmoveable, infixed, and frozen round,

Periods of time; thence hurried back to fire.

They ferry over this Lethean sound ’

Both to and fro, their sorrow to augment, 605
And wish, and struggle as tney pass to reach

The tempting stream, with one small drop to lose
{n sweet forgetfulness all pain and woe, .
All in one moment, and so near the brink :

But fate withstands, and to oppose th’ attempt 610
Medusa, with Gorgonian terror, %un.rds

Che ford, and of iself the water flies

Ail taste of living wight; as once it fled

The lip of Tantalns. Thus roving on,

In confus’d march forlorn, th’ advent'rous bands, 815
With shudd’ring horror pale, and ey=s aghast.
View'd first their lamentable lot, ana rouna

No rest: through many a dark and dreary vaio
They pass'd, and many a region dolorous;

O’er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp; 620"
Rocks, caves, Inkes, fons, bogs, dens, and shades of
.“ .

A universe of death! which God by curse
Created evil ; for evil only good,
Where all life dies, death lsiveq and nature breeds -
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. Perverse, ail monstrous, all prodigious thurgs, 629
Abominable, unutterable ; and worse
Than fables yet have feign’d, or fear concesv'd,
Gorgons, flydras, and Chimeras dire.

Meanwhile the adversary of God and man,
Satan, with thoughts inflam’d of highgst dwi%n, 630
Puts on swift wings, and towards the gates of hell
Explores his solitary flight : sometimes :

He scours the right-hand coast, sometimes the left :
Now shuves with level wing the deep; then soars
Up to the fiery concave tow’ring high. 635
As when far off at sea a fleet d d, .

Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds

Close sailing from Bengala, or the isles

Of Ternate,.and Tidore, whence mercaants bring
Their spicy drugs: they on the trading flood 640
Thm-.lglzn t‘e wide Ethiopian to the Cape -

Ply, stemming nightly toward the Pole : so seem’d
Far off the flying fiend. At last appear

Hell bounds, high-reaching to the horrid reof ;

And thrice threefold the gates: three folds w;n-

Three iron, three of adamant.ne‘rock;
Impenetrable, impal’d with circling fire,

Yet unconsum’d. Before the gates there sat

On either side a formidable shape ;

The one seem’d woman to the waist, and fair: 65¢
But ended foul in many a scaly fold,

Voluminous and vast | a serpent arm’d

With mortal sting ; ubout her middle round

A cry of hell-hounds never ceasing bark’d

With wide Cerberian mouths full loud, and rung 65
A hideous peal: yet, when they list, would creep,
If ought disturb’d their noise, imo her womb,

And kennel there; yet there still bark'd, and how ’d
Within, unseen. Far less abhorr’d than these
Vex'd Scylla, bathing in the sea that parts 660
Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shore ;

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when call’d

In sacret, riding through the air she comes,

Lur’d with the smell of infant-blood, to dance

With Lapland witches, while the lab’ring moon 665
Ecli at their charms. ‘The other shape -
(Hme it might be call’d, that shape had nonc
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Distinguishable in member, joint, vr limb;

Or substan=s might be call’d that shadow seem’d,
For each seem’d either :) black it stood as night, 670
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell,

And shook a dreadful dart: what seem’d his head,
The likeness of a kingly crown had on, .
Satan was now at hand, and from his seat :
‘The monster moving, onward came as fast 676
With horrid strides: hell trembled as he strode, -
Th’ undaunted fiend what this might be admir’d ;
Admir'd, not fear'd ; God.and his Son except,.
Created thing nought valued he, nor shunn’d ;.

And with disdainful look thus first began: 680

“Whence, and what art thou! execrable shape !
That dar’st, though grim and terrible, advance
Thy miscreated front athwart my way
‘To yonder gates? through them I mean to pass,
That be assur’d, without leave or ask of thee, 685
Retire, or taste thy foldy, and learn by proof,
Hell-born! not to contend with spirits of heaven.”

‘T'o whom the goblin full of wrath reg)ly’d:
¢ Art thou that traitor-angel, art thou he,

Who first broke peace in.heaven, and faith, tll then
Unbroken ; ‘and in proud rebellious arms (1:1}
Drew after him the third part of heaven’s sons,
Conjured against the H@rﬂ; for which both thou
And they, outcast from God, are here condem’d
To waste eternal days in wo and pain ? 695
And reckon’st thou thyself with spirits of heaven,
Hell-doom’d ! and breath’st defiance here and scorhn,
Where I reign king, and to enrage thee more,

Thy king, and lord? Back to thy punishment,
False fugitive! and to thy speed add wings;. . 700
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue .
Thy ling’ring ; or with one stroke of this dart
Strange horror seize thee, and pangs unfelt before.”

So spake the grisly terror, and in shape
So speaking, and so threat'ning) grew tenfold 705
ore dreadful and deform. On th’ other side,
[ncens'd with indignation, Satan stood
Unterrify’a; and like & comet burn’d,
That fires the length of Ophiucus huge
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In th’ arctic sky, and from his horrid hair =~ 710
Bbanes pestilencs and war. Each at the head
Levell'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands

No second stroke intend : and such a frown

Each cast at th’ other, as when two black.clouds
‘With heaven’s artil’ry fraught, come ratiling on 715
Over the Caspian; then stand front to froat,
‘Hov'ring a space, till winds the signal blow

To join their dark encounter in mid-air : .

So frown'd the mighty combatants, that hell

Grew darker at their frown: so match’d they gtood
For never but once more was either like 721
‘To meet so great a foe. And now great deeds

Had been achiev’d, whereof all hell had rung,

Had not the snaky sorceress that sat

Fast by hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, , 125
Risen, and with hideous outcry rush’d between.

O father! what intends thy hand,” she cry'd,
“ Against thy onl{:on? Wikat fury, O sos,
Possesses thee to bend that mortal dart
Against thy tather’s head 7 and knowest for whom ;
For him who sits above, and laughs the while 731
At thee, otdain’d his drudge, to execute
‘Whate'er his wrath, which he calls justice, bids ;
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both!”

She spake, and at her words the hellish pest 735
Forbore ; then these to her Satan return’d; . :

“8o strange thy outery, and thy words so strange
.Thou imerp%seut,y thatt‘.c:nyy sudden hand
Prevented, epares to tell thee yet by dceds
‘What it iutends ; till first I know of thee, 710
‘What thiag thou art, thus double-form’d.; and why
In this infernal vale first met, thou call'st
Me father, and that phantom :all’st my son:
{ know thee not, nor ever saw till now
Sight more detestable than him and thee.” 745

T* whom thus the portress of hell-gate reply'd ;
¢ Hast thou forgot mg(:!.en, and do l‘l“sseem PIrds -
Now in thine eye-so foul ? once deem’d so fair
In heaven! when at th’ assembly, and in sight
Of all the seraphim, with thee combin’d
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In bold ransriracy against heaven’s King,
All on a sudiden miserable pain
Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swam .
In darkness ; while thy head flames thick and fast
Threw for:k; till on theleft side op'ning wide, 755
Likest to thee in shape, and count’nance bright,
Then shining heavenly fair, a goddess armd,
Out of thy head I sprung: amazement seiz'd
All th? hos of heaven ; back they recoil'd, afraid
At first, and calld me Sin ; and for a sign 760,
Portenteous held me : but familiar grown,
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won
‘The nost averse, thee chiefly, who full oft
g{:)yself in me thy Jmfect image viewing) -

am’st enamour’d, and such joy thou took’st  765.
With me in secret, that my womb conceiv’d
A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose, :
And fields were fought in heaven ; wherein remain’
(For what could else ?) to our almighty foe
Clear victory ; to our part loss, and rout, 770
Through all the empyrean : down they. fell,
Diriven headlong from the pitch of heavegydown,
Into this degp ; and 1n the general fall
Lalso: at which time this powerful key
Into my hand was given, with charge to keep 773
These gates for ever shut, which none can pass
Without mr opening. Pensive here I sat

o

Alone, but long 1 sat not, till my womb
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown,
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes! 78)

At last this odious off:pring whom thou seest,
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way
‘Tore through my entrnils ; that with fear and puin
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew
Transform’'d. But he, my inbred enemy 785
Forth-issu’d, brandishing his fatal dart
Made to destroy : I fled, and cry’d out, Death !
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd
From all her caves, and back resounded, th!
[ fled, but he pursu’d (though more, it seems, 790
Inflam'd with lust than rage) and, swilter far-
Me overtook, his mother, all dismay’d:
énd ":1 embraces forcibl?, and foul,
ngendering with me, of that rape begot
These yelling monsters ; that mp;\ ceascless cry 708
5+
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Surround me, as thou saw’st; hourly conceiv’d,
And hourly horn, with sorrow infinite

To me! For, when they list, into the womb

‘That bred them they return ; and howl, and gnaw .
My bowels, their repast : then bursting forth,
Afresh with conscious terrors vex me round,

‘That rest or intermission none 1 find.

Before mine eyes in opposition sits

Grim Death, my son and foe : who sets them on,
And me his parent would full soon deveur

For want of other prey, but that he knows

His end with mineinvolv’d: and knows that I
Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane
Whenever that shall be; so Fate pronounc’d.

But thou, O father! I forewarn thee, shun 816
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope

To be invulnerable in those bright arms,

Though temper’d heavenly ; for that mortal dint,
Sa; edﬁe who reigns above, none can resist !”

She finish’d, and the subtle fiend his lore 815
Soon learn’dy now milder, and thus answer’d smooth :

“ Dear daughter | since thouclaim’st me for thy sire,

And my fair son here show’st me (the dear ple!go

Of dalliance had with thee in heaven, and joys

Then sweet, now sad to mention, thro’ dire cg'ange

Befallen us, unforeseen, unthought of !) know 821

I come no enemy, but to set free

From out this dark and dismal house of pain,

Both him and thee, and all the heavenly host

Of spirits that (in our just pretences army’d,) 825

Fell with us from on high : from them I

This uncouth errand sole ; and one for al

Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread

Th’ unsounded deep, and through the void imn-ense

g‘;‘) s(;,ang:l with :wd’ring quest a place foretold 830
oul , and, by concwrring signs, ere-now

Creuted, vast andyround ; & place of blisa

In the purlieus of heaven, and ‘herein plac’d .

A race of upstart creatures, to nuﬁply :

Perhaps our vacant room ; though more . .

Lest heaven surcharg’d with potent multitude 838

Mght hap 1o move new broils _Be this, or ought -

Than this more secret, now design’d, I baste . .
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T know; and this once known, shall soon return,

And bring ye to the place where thou, and Death, -

Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 841

Wing silently the buxom air, embalm’d

With odours : there ye shall be fed, and fild
urably, all things shall be your prey.”

He ceas’d, for both scem’d highly pleas’d. and Death
Grinn’d horrible a ghastly smile, to hear 846
His famine should Ee fil’d ; and bless’d his maw
Destin’d to that good hour: nu less rejoic’d
His mother })ad, and thus bespake her sire :

“ The key of this infernal pit by due, 850
And by command of heaven’s all-powerful King,
I keep; by him forbidden to unl
T'hese adamantine gates ; against all force
Death ready-stands to interpose his dart,
Fearless to be o'ermatch’d by li viniomight. . 856
But what I owe to his commands above
¥ ho hates me, and hath hither thrust me down
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound,
Ta sit in hateful office here confin’d,
{x{nhabiu\nn of heaven, an(:ztldwvenly-bom, - 860

ere in perpetual agon in, .
With temr‘: and :gl‘:h {lamoup:s compass'd round,
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ?
‘Thou art my father, thou my author, thou
My being gav’st me ; whom should I obey 865
But thee? whom follow? thou wilt bring me soon
To that new world of light and bliss, amung
The gods who live at ease, where [ shall reign
At thy right hand voluptuous, as beseems
Thy daughter, and thy darling, without end.” 870

- Thus saying, from her side the fatal key,
Bad instrument of all our wo !, she took ;

And towards the gate rollinﬁ]ﬁer bestial train,
Forthwith the hu%e porticullis high up-drew ;
Which hut heiself, not all the Stygian powers 875
Could ogee have imov’d ; then in the key-hole turns -
Th’ intricate wards, and every bolt and bar .
Of mussy jron, or solid rock, with ease.
Unfastens: on a sudden open fly, .
With impetuous recoil, and jarring sound, 860
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[l irifernal doors, and on their hinges grate

Harsh thunder, that the towest bottom shook

Of Erebus. She open’d, but to shut

Excell’d her power ; the gates wide open stood, :
Chat with extended wings a banner'd host 885
tInder spread ensigns marching, might pass throngh
With horse, and chariots, rank’d in loose array,

No wide they stood ! and hke a furnace mouth,

- Jast forth redounding smoke, and ruddy flame.
Before their eyes in sudden view appear 890
Thhe secrets oz the hoary deep; a dark '
|llimitable 6cean, without bound, -

Without dimension; where length, breadth, and

height,
And time, and place are lost; where eldest Night
And Chaocs, ancestnr’s of Nature, hold 895

Eternal anurchy, amidst the noise

Of endless wars, and by confusion stand :

For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce,

Strive here for mast’ry, and to battle bring

Their embryon atoms; they around the flag- 900

Of each his faction, in their several clans, '

Lightarm'd, or heavy, sharp, smoatly, awitt, or slow,

Swarm populous, unnumber’d as the sands

Of Barca, or Cyrewe's torrid soil, . '

Levied to side with warring winds and poise 903
Cheir lighter wings. To whom these most adhere,
cle rules a moment: Chaos umpire sits,

And by decision more embroils the fray,

By which he reigns : next him high arbiter

Chance governs.ail. Into this wild abyss, 910
The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave,)

f neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire, ‘
But all these in their pregnant causes mix’d
Confus'dly, and whicﬁ thus must ever fight,

Unless th’ Aimighty Maker them ordain 915

is dark matetials to cyeate more worlds,) -

Into this wild abyss the wary fiend :
Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd awhile, !
Pond’ring his voyage ; (for no narrow frith ‘
He had to cross:) nor was his ear less peal’d 920
W ith noises loud, and ruinous, (to compare
Great things with small,) than when Bellona stofras,
With all her batt’ring engines bent to raze '
Sente capital city ; or less than if this Grame
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¥ heaven were folling, and these elements 985
w0 had from her axle torn
st arth, At last ms sail-broad vans

t . aaon S, hght and in the surging smnoke
Up #eu sp "o the ground : thence many a league,
As i 8 ai0n.y cnar, ascending rides 930
Audacious, dut that seat soon failing, meets
A vast vacuity : all unawares,

Flutt’ring his pennons vain, plump down he drops
Ten thousand fathom deep : and to this hour
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 935
The strong rebuff’ of some tumultuous cloud,
Instinet with fire and nitre, hurried him

As many miles aloft : that fury stay’d,
Quench’d in a boggy Syrtis, neither sea,
Nor gond dry land, nigh founder’d on he fares, 940
Treading the crude consistence, half on foot,
Half Alying ; behooves him now both oar and sail
As when a griffon, through the wilderness
With winged course o'er hill, or moory dale,
Pursues the Arimaspian, who by st.ea{th 944
Had from his wakeful custody purloin'd
The guarded gold : so eagerly the fiend
O’er bog or steep, through strait, rough, dense crrare,
W ith head, hands, wings, or feet, pursues his way ;
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies, 350
A. length a universal hubbub wild
Of stunning sounds, and voices all confus'd,
Borne through the hollow dark assaults Lis ear
With loudest vehemence : thither he plies,
Undaunted to meet there whatever power, 955
Or spirit, of the nethermost abyss,
Might in that noise reside, of whom to ask

Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies,
Bordering on light : when strait behold the throne
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread 960
Wide on the wusteful deep: with him enthron'd
Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things,
‘The consort of his reign: and by them stood
Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name
Of Demogorgon : Rumour next, and Chance, 965
And T'umulr, and Confusion all embroil’d,

And Discord with a thousand various mouths,
T whom Sutan turning boldly, thus: “ Ye powers,
And spirits of this nethermost abyss, )
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Chaos and ancient Night, I come no spy o
With purpase to explore, or to disturb

The secrets of your realm ; but by constraint
Wand'ring this durksonie desart, es my way

Lies thml:Fh your spacious empire up to light.

Alone. and without guide, half lost, | seek )
What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds
Cenfine with heaven : orif some other place

From your dominion won, th’ etherial king

Pogsesses lately, thither to arrive

| travel this profound : direct my course ; 980
Directed, no mean recompense it brings

To your behoof: if [ that region lost,

All usurpation thence expell’d, reduce

To her original darkness, and your sway,

(Which is my present journey,) and once more 955
Erect the standard there of ancient Night ;

Yours be th’ advantage all, mine the revenge !”

Thus Satan; and him thus the anarch old,
With faultring speech, and visage incompos’d,
Answer'd : “I'’know thee stranger; who thou art,930
That mighty leading angel, who of late
Made head against feaven’s King, tho’ overthrown,
| saw, and heard ; for such a num’rous host
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep,
Wi ith ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995
Confusion worse confounded : and heaven-gates
Pour’d out by millions her victorious bands
Pursuing. ['upon mY frontiers here
Keep residence ; if all I can will serve,
That little which is left so to defend, 1000
Encroach’d on still l.hrough our intestine broils,
Weak’ning the sceptre of old Night: first hell,
Your dungeun, stretching far and wide beneath :
Now lately heaven and earth, another world
Hul:'ﬁ o’er m{ realm, link’d in a golden chain, 1005
To that side heaven from whence your legions fell s
If that way be your walk, you have not far; )
So much the nearer danger; go, and speed.
Havoc, and spoil, and ruin are my gain.”

He ceas’d, and Satan staid not to repl 1010
But gl «d hat now the sea should find a%fxore,
With fresh alacrity, and force renew’d,
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Springs apwa d, like a pyramud of fire,

Into the wild expanse ; and through the shock

Of fighting eleinents, on all sides rourd 1003
Eaviron’d, wins his way : harder beset,

And more endanger'd, than when Arge pass’d
‘Throug'i Bosphorus, betwixt the jusiling rocks:

Or when Ulysses on the larboard shunn’d
Charyhdis, and by th’ other whirlpool steer’d. 1020
So he with difficulty, and labour hard

Mov'd on; with difficulty and labour he :

But he once passd, soon after, when man fell,
Btrange alteration ! Sin, and Death, amain,
Following his tract (such was the will of heaven?!) .
Pav’d after him a broad and beaten way 1026
Over the dark ubyss, whose builing gulf

Tamely endur'd a bridge of wondrous length,

From hell continued, reaching th’ utmost orb

Of this frail world ; by which the spirits perverse
With easy intercourse pass to and fro, 1031
T'o tempt or punish mortals, except whom

God and good angels guard by special grace.

But now at last the sacred influence
Of light appears, and from the walls of heaven 1035
Shoots far into the bosom of dim ni%hl
A glimmering dawn : here Nature first begins
Her farthest verge, and Chaos to retire,
As from her outmost works a broken foe, .
With tumult less, and with less hostile din; 1048
That Satan with less toil, and now with ease,
Wafis on the calmer wave by dubious light ;
And like a weather-beaten vessel holds
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn :
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 1045
Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold
Far off th’ empyreal heaven, extended wide
In circuit undetermin’d square or round ;
With opal towers and battlements adorn’d
Of living saphire, (once his native scat ') 1050
And fast by, hanging in a golden chain,
This pendent world, in bigness as a star
Of smallest magnitude, close by the moon,
Thither full fraught with mischievous revenge,
Accurs’d and in a cursed hour, he hies, 1058

END OF BOOK SECOND,
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BOOK IIL

THE ARGUMENT.

flod sitling on his throne sees Satan flying lowards this
world, then newly created ; shows him to the Son whe
snt at his right hand ; foretells the success of Salan
in perverting mankind: clears his owon justice and
isdom from all impulation, having created mnan free,
and able enough to have withstood his tempter ; yel
declares his purpose of grace towards him, in regard
he fell not of his own malice, as did Satdn, bul by
him seduced. The Son of God renders praises to his
Kather for the manifestation of his gracious purpose
towards Man; but God again declares, that grace
cannot be extended townards Man without the satisfac-
tion of divine justice ; Man hath offended the majest
of God by aspiring lo Godhead, and, therefore, wilx
all his progeny devoted to death, must die, unless
some one can be found sufficient to answer for his
aoffence, and undergo his punishment. The Son of
God freely offers himself a ransom for Man - the
Father accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pro-
nounces his exaltation above all names in heaven and
earth ; commands all the angels to adore him; they
obey, and hymning to their harps in full choir, cele-
brate the Father and the Son, Meanwhile Satan
alights upon the bare convez of this world’s outermost
orb; where wandering he first finds a place, since
called the Limbo of Vanity ; what persons and things
Ry up thither; tnence comes to the gate of heaven,
described ascending by stairs, and the waters above the
firmament that flow abowt it : his passage thence to the
orb of the sun : he finds there Uriel, the regent of thal
orb; but first changes himself into the shape of u
meaner angel; and pretending a t_ealcus desire fo
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behold the new creation and Man whom God had
placed there, inquires of him the place of his habita-
tion, and is directed ; ali‘g‘lm first on mouat N
phates. °

Harm holy Light, offspring of heaven first-born,
Or of th’ eternal co-eternai beam!
May ! express thee unblam’d? since God is light,
And never but in an unapproached light
Dwealt from eternity ; dwelt then in thee, 5
Bright efluence of bright essence increatet
Or hearest thou rather pure ethereal stream,

Whose fountain who shall tell? Before the sun,
Before the heavens thou wert, and at the voice
Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest 10
The rising world of waters dark and deep, °
Won from the void and formless infinite.
Thee I revisit now with bolder wing,
Escap’d the Stygian pool, though long detain’d
In that obscure sojourn ; while in my flight 15
Through utter and through middle darkness borne,
With other notes than to th’ Orphean lyre,
I sung of Chans, and eternal Night ;
Taught by the heavenly Muse to venture down
The dark descent, and up to reascend, 20
Though hard, and rare ! Thee 1 revisit safe,
And feel thy sovereign vital | : but thou
Revisit'st not these eyes, that roll in vain
To find thy piercing mz, and find no dawn;
So thick a drop serene hath quench’d their obs, 25
Or dim suffusion veil’d! Yet not the more
Cease I to wander, where the Muses haunt
Clear spring, ur shady grove, or sunny hill,
Bmit with the love of sacred song : but chief
Thee, Sjon, and the flowery brooks beneath, 30
That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow,
Nightly I visit : nor sometimes forget
‘Those other two equall’d avith me 1n fate,

So were [ equall’d with them in renown!)

lind Thamyris, and blind M=zonides :

And Tiresias and Phineus, prophets old.
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move
Elarmonious numbers; as the wakeful bird B

6
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8ings darkling, and in shadiest covert Fid
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year {0
Seasons return ; but not to me returns

Day, or the sweet approach of even or morn,

Or sight of vernal bloom, or sumnier’s rose,

Or flocks, or herds, or humany face divine : )
But cloud instead, and ever-during dark . 45
Surrounds me! from the cheerful ways of men .
Cut off; and for the book of knowledge fair,
Presented with a universal blank

Of nature’s works, %o me expung’d and raz’d,

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out ! 50
So much the rather thou, celestial Light !

Shine inward, and the mind through all her pawers
Irradiate; there plant cyes; all mist from thence
Purge and disperse ; that I may see and tell

Of things invisible to mortal sight. 56

Now had the Almighty Father from abaove,
(From the pure empyrean whete he sits
High thron’d above all height,) bent down his eye,
His own works and their works.at once to view :
About him all the sanctities of heav
Stood thick as stars, and from his sight receiv’d
Beatitude past utterance: on his right
T'he radiant imlﬁt of his glory sat,
His only Son. On earth he first beheld
Dur two first parents (yet the only two 6%
Of mankind) in the happy garden plac’d,
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love ;
Uninterrupted joy, unrivall’d K)ve,
[n blissful solitude. He then survey’d
Hell, and the gulf between, and Satan there 0
Coasting the wall of heaven on this side night,
In the dun air sublime ; and ready now
To stoop with wearied wings, and willing feet,
On the bare outside of this world, that seem’d
Firm land imbasom’d without firmament ; 75
Uncertain which; in ccean, or in air. .
Him God beholding from his prospect high,
Wherein past, present, future he beholds,
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake:

“ Only begotten Son! seest thou what rage 80
“T'ransports our adversary, whom no bounds
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Prescrib’d, no bars of hell, nor a the chains

Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss

Wid‘;imerrup(, can hold? So bent he seems

On desperate revenge, that shall redound 85

Upon his own rebellious head. And now

Through all restraint broke loose, he wings his way

Not far off heaven, in the precincts of light,

Directly towards the new-created worldg. .

And man there plac’d; with purpose to assay 90

If him by force he can destroy, or worse,

By some false guile pervert: and shall pervert;

For man will hearken to his glozing lies, «

And easily transgress the sole command,

Sole pledge of his obedience : so will fall, 95

He, and his faithless progeny. Whose fanit ?

Whose but his own ? Ingrate! he had of me

All he could have: I made him just and right ;

Sufficient to havestood, though free to fall.

Such I created all th’ etherea: powers, * 100

Andspirits, both them who stood, and them who fail’d-

Freely they stood who stoed, and fell who fell.

Not free, what proof could they have given sincere

Of true allegiance, constant faith, orlove,

Where only what they needs must do, appear'd ; 105

Not, what they would? What praise could they
receive ?

What pleasure [ from such obedience paid,

When will and reason (reason also is choice)

Useless and vain, of freedom both despoil’d,

Made passive both, had serv’d necessity, 110

Not me? They therefore, as to right belong’d,

So were creute({ nor can justly accuse

Their Maker, or their makinﬁ, or their fate;

As if predestination over-rul’

Their will, dispos’d by absolute decree, 115

Or high foreknowledge. They themselver decreed

Their own revolt, not, I: if I foraknew,
Forcknowledge had no influence on their fault,
Whi:h had no less prov’d certain unforeknown.

So without least impulse, or shadow of faje, 120
Or ought by me immutably foreseen,

They trespass; authors to themselves in all,

Both what they judge, and what they choose; for so
I form’d them free, and free they must remain,

Till they enthral themselves: 1 else must change
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Their nature, and revoke the high decree 136
Unchangeavle, eternal, which crdain’d

Their freedor 1 ; they themselves ordain’d their fall.
The first sort by their own suggestion full,
Self-tempted, self-deprav’d : man falls, dec. iv'd, 136
B{ th’ other fi;3t : man, therefore, shull find grace,

The other none. In mercy, and justice both,
Through heaven and earth, so shall my glory excel
B 1t mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine.”

Thus while God spake, umbrosial fragrance fill'd .
All heaven, and in the blessed spirits elect 136
Sense of new joy incffable diffus’d.

Beyond compare the Son ot God was seen

Most glorious; in him all his Father shone
Substantially express’d ; and in his face 140
Divine compassion visibly appear’d, .
Love without end, and without measure grace ;
Which uttering, thus he to his father spake

“0O Father! gracious was that word which clos’d
Thy sovereign sentence, that man should find grace
For which both heaven and earth shall high extol
ThK praises, with th’ innumerable sound 147
Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne
Encompass’d shall resound thee ever bless’d.

For should man finally be lost, should man 150
Thy creature late so lov’d, thy youngest son,

Fall circumvented thus by fraut{ though join’d
With his own folly ? That be from thee far,

That far be from thee, Father, who art judge

Of all things made, and judgest only right. 156
Or shall the adversary thus obtain

His end, and frustrate thine ? shall he fulfil

His malice, and thy goodness bring to nought ;

Or proud return, though to his heavier doom,

Yet, with revenge accomplish’d, and to helil 160
Draw after him the whole race of mankind,

By him corrupted ? Or wilt thou thyself

Abolisn thy creation, and unmake,

For him, what for thy glory thou hast made ?

So should thy goodness and thy greatness, both (85
Be questioned, and blasphem’d without defonce.”

To whom the great Creator thus replied s
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“ 0 Son, in whom,my soul hath chief delight,

Son of my bosom, Son wll::; au;rt alone eh 0
My word, my \grisdom, and effectual might ! 1
MYhMt Lhouyspoken as my thoughts are, all -
As my eternal purpose hath decreed.
Man shall not quite be lost, but sav’d who will
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me
Freely vouchsaf’d : once more I will-renew 178
His lapsed powers, thowgh forfeit, and inthrall’d
By sin o foul exorbitant desires :
lﬂ"held by me, yet once more he shall stand
On even ground against his mortal foe :
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 180
H‘i's fallen condition is, and to me owe .
Ali his deliverance, and to none but me.
SSome I have chosen of peculiar grace
Klect above the rest: so is my will. N
‘The rest shall hear me call, and oft be warn’d 18§
‘Their sinful state, and to ap betimes
'Th’ incensed Deity, while otfer’d grace
Invites: for I will clear their senses dark,

What may suffice, and soften stony hearts
‘o pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due,
‘Though but endeavour'd with sincere intent,
Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shut';
And I will place within them as a guide
My umpire Conscience; whom if they will hear, 198
Light after light well us’d they shall attain,
And to the end persisting, safe arrive.

This my long sufferance, and my day of grace,
They who neglect and scorn shall never taste ;
But {nrd be harden’d, blind he blinded more, =~ 200-
‘That they may stumble on, and deeper fall ;

And none but such from mercy 1 exelnde.,
. But yet all is not done: Man disobeying,

Disloyal breaks his fealty, and sins '
Against the high supremacy of heaven, 206
Affecting Godhead, and so losing all,

To exriate his treason hath nought left,

But to destruction, sacred and devote,

He with ais whole posterity must die ;

Die he or justice must ; unless for him tlo
. Bome other able, and as willing, pay
The rigid satisfaction, death tor dcath.

6.

.
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Say, Leavent ers, where shall we find such lovel
ﬁich of yeyw‘:‘l)lwbe mortal to rededrn

Man’s mortal erime, and just, th’ unj\,t to save?
Dwells in all heaven charity so dear ?”

He akk’d, but all the heavenly choir stond mute,
And silence was in heaven : on man’s
Patron or intercessor none appear’d ; -
Much less that durst upon hisown head draw 220
The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set.
And now, without redemption, all mankind
Must have been lost, adjudg’d to death and hell
By doom severe, had not the Son of God,
In whom the fulness dwells of lcve divine, 228
His dearest mediation thus renew’d :

. “Father, thy word is pass’d ; man shall find grace
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way,
The speedicst of thy winged messengers, .
To visit all thy creatures, and to alf 23
Comes unprevented, unimplor’d, unsought ?
Happy f6r map, so.coming ! he her aid
Can never seek, once dead in sins and lost ;
Atonement for himself, or offering meet,
ndebted; and undone !) hath none to bring. 235
hold me then! me for him, life for life
I offer ; on me let thine anger fall ;
Account me man : [ for his sake will leave
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee .
Freely &gznﬁ', and for him lastly die 240
Well pleasd : on me let death wreak all his rage .
Under his gloomy power Ushall not long .
Lie vanquish’d ; thou has. given me to
Life in myseif for ever; by thee I live,
‘Though now to death [ yield, and am his due 243
All that ot e can die; yet that debt paid, -
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome grave
His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul
For ever with corruption there to dwell ;
But I shall rise victorious, and subdue 250
My vanquisher, spoil'd of his vaunted spoil ;
Death his death’s wound shall then rsceive, and stoop:
orious, of his mortal sting disarm’d.
I through the ample air in triumph hj;
Bhall lead hell captive maugre bell! and show 838

.
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The powers of durkness bound. Thou at the sight
Pleas’d, out of heaven shalt look dowm and smile ;
While by thee rais’d [ ruin all my foes, .

- Death last, and with his careass glut the graves:
Then, with the mu'titude of my redeem’d, L6
Shall enter heaven, long absent, and return,

" Father! to see thy face, wherein no cloud
Of anger slll remain ; but peace assur’d
And reconcilement : wrath shall be no more
Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire.” 253

His words here ended, but hLis meek aspect
Bilent yet sp ke, and breath’d immortal love
‘To mortal wen, above which only shone
Filial obedience : as a sacrifice,

Gilad to be offer'd, he attends the will 270
Of his great Father. Admiration seiz’d

All heaven, what this might mean, and whither tend,
Wond'ring; but seon th’ Aimighty thus replied -

“ O thou, in heaven nnd earth the only peace
Found out for mankind under wrath ! (Y thou, 27§
My sole complacence ! well thou know’st how dear
‘To me are all my works, nor man the least,

Though last created ; that for him I spare

Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save,

8y loosing thee a while, the whole race lost. 280
o, therefore, whom thou only canst redeem,

Their nature also to thy nature join,

And be thyself man among men on earth,

Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed,

By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam'’s room, , 285

'I{\e head of all mankind, though Adam’s son.

As in him perish all men, 8o in thee,

As from a second roo*, shall be restor'd

As many as are restor'd, without thee none, *

Llis crime makes guilty all his sons ; thy merit 290

{mputed shall absolve them who renounce .

‘Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds,

And live tn thee transplanted, and from thee

Receive new life, So man, as is most j

Shall satisfy for man, be judg’d, and die, 205.

And dying rise, and rising with him raise
His hrethren, ransom’d with his own dear life.
8o heavenly love shall outdo hellish hato,
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Giving to death, and dying to redeem,

8o dearly to redeem what hellish hate kL
So easily desim{l’d, and still destroys,

In those who, when they may accept not grace,

Nor shalt thou, by descending to assume

Man’s nature, lessen or degrade thine own.

Because thou hast, though thron'd in highest bliss 385
Equal to God, and equally enjoying

Godlike fruition, quitted all to save

A world from utter loss, and hast been found

By merit more than birthright Son of God,

Found worthiest to be so by being good, 310
Far more than great or high ; because in thee

Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ;
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt

W ith thee thy manhood alse to this throne -

Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 315
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man,
Anointed Universal King ; all power

I give thee; reign for ever, and assume

T%y merits : under thee, as head supreme,

‘Fhrones, princedoms, powers, dominions, I reduce ,
All knees to thee shall bow, of them that bide 321
In heaven, or earth, or under earth ir hell.

When thou, attended gloriously from heaven,

Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee send

m M ar h 1 | P
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Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds
The livirg, and forthwith the cited dead
Of all past ages to the generat doom
Shall hasten, such a peal shall rouse their sleep: .
Then, all thy saints assembled, thou shalt jud;ie 330
Bad men and angels ; they arraign’d shall sin
Beneath thy sentence; helt (her numbers full
Thenceforth shall be for ever shit. Meanwhile
The world shall burn, and from her ashes spring
New heaven and earth, wherein the just shall dweR ;
And, after all their tribwlations long, 336
See golden days, fruitful of zolden demly,
With joy and love triwmphing, and tair truth:
‘Then thou thy regal sceptre shalt lay by,
For regal scepire then no more shall need ; 32)
God shall be all in all. But a"rie gods,
Adore him, wha to compass all this dies ;
Adore the Son, and honour him as me {*
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No soone: nad th’ Almighty ceas’d, but all :
The multitude of angels, with a shout : 345
Loud as from numoers without number, sweet,

As from bless’d voices uttering joy, heaven rung
With jubilee, and loud hosannas fill’d

Th’ eternal regions. Lowly reverent’

Towards either throne they bow, and to the groand
With solema aderation down they cast - 351
Their crowns, inwove with amaranth and gold ;
[mmortal amaranth ! a flower which once

In Paradise, fast by the treg of life, .

Begzan to bloom ; but soon for man’s offence 3568
To I eaven remov’d, where first it grew, there grows,
And flowers aloft, shading the fount of life ;

And where the river of bliss thro’ midst of heaven
Rolls o’er Elysian flowers her aunber stream:

With these, that never fade, the spirits elect 360
Bind their resplendent locks, inwreath’d with beams ,
Now in loose garlands thick thrown off, the bright
Pavement, that like a sea of jasper.shone,

Impurpled with celestial roses smil'd.

Then erown’d agnin, their golden harps they took,
Harps ever wan'd, that, glittering by their side, 366
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet

Of charming symphony they introduce .

Their sacred song, and waken raptures high:

No voice exempt ; no voice but well could join 370
Melodious part, such eoncord is in heaven.

4 Thee, [ather,” first they sung, * omnipotent,
Immutable, immortul, infinite,
Eternal King ; thee, Author of all being,
Fountain of light, thyself invisible 375
Amiidst the*glorious Krighlness where thou sitt’st
Thron’d inaccessible, but when thou shad’st
‘The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud,
Trawn round about thee like a radiant shrine,
Dark with excessive bright, thy skirts appear, 380
Y et dazzle heaven, that brightest seraphim
AP roach not, but wrh both wings veil their eyes.” .
“ Thee,” next they sang, “ of all creatiop first, )
Begotten Son, divine similitude !
In whose conspicuous count’nance, without cloud 385
Made visible, th’ almighty Father shines,
Whom else no creature can behold : on thee
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Impress’d, th’ effulgence of his glory abides,
‘Transfus’d on thee his ample Spirit rests.

He heaven of heavens, and all the powers therein,
113{ thee created, and by thee threw down 391
Th’ aspiring dominations: thou that day

Thy Father’s dreadfunl thunder did not spare,

Nor stop the flaming chariot-wheels, that shook
Heaven's everlasting frame, while o’er the neeks 395
Thou drov’st warring angels disarray'd.

Back from pursuit thy powers with foud acclaim
Thee only extol’d, Son of thy Father’s might,

‘To execute fierce vengeance on his foes.

Not 80 on man: him thro’ their malice fallen, 400
Father of mercy and graee ! thou didst not doom

8o strictly, but much more to pity incline :

No sooner did thy dear and only Son

Perceive thee purpos’d not to doom frail man

So strictly, but much more u')us)ity inclipe, 408
He, to appease thy wrath, and end the strife

Of mercy and justice in thy face diseern’d,
Regardless of the bliss wherein he sat

Second to thee, offer'd himself to die X
For man’s offence. O unexampled love’ 410
Love no where to be found less than divie?

Hail, Son of God, Saviour of men! Thy name
Shall be the copious matter of my song

Henceforth, and never shall my harp thy praise
Forget, nor from thy Father’s prajse disjoin” 415

Thus they in heaven, above the starry sphere,
‘Their happy hours in joy and hymning spent.
Meanwhile upon the firm opacous globe
Of this round world, whose first convex divides
‘The lnminous inferior orbs, enclos'd 420
From Chaos, and th’ inroad of darkness old,

Satan alighted walks. A globe far off

It seem’d, now seems a boundliess continent,

Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of nigh
Starless expos’d, and ever-threat’ning storms 425
Of Chaos blust’ring round, inclement sk}/ ,

Save on that side from which the wall of heaven,
‘Chough distant far, some small reflection gamns

Ut glimmering air, less vex’d with tempest loud:
Here walk’d the fiend at large in spacious field.~ 339
As when u vulture, on Imaws
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Whose snowy ridge tRe roving Tartar bounds,
Dislodging from a region scarce of prey,

‘To ﬁorge the flesh of lambs, or yeanling kide .
Or hills syhere flocks are fed, flies tow’rds the springs
Of Ganges, or Hydaspes, Indian streams ; 436
But in his way lights on the barren plai

Of Seiicana, where Chineses drive

‘Wi ith sails of wind their cany wuﬁmu light -

8o on this windy sea of land, the fiend

Walk'd wp and down alone, bent on his prey ;
Alone, for other creature in this place,

Living or lifeless, to be found was none;

None yet; but store hereafter from the earth

U hit{er like zrial vapours flew, 445
OF all things transitory and vain, when sin

‘With vanity had fill'd the works of men:

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things
Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame,

Or happiness in this or th’ other life

Al wﬁo have their reward on earth, the fruits

Of painful superstition and blind zeal,

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find

Fit retribution, empty as their deeds :

All th’ unaccomplish’d works of nature’s hand, 465
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mixd,

Dissolv’d on earth, fleet hither, and in vain,

Till final dissolution, wander here :

Not in the neighb’ring moon, as some have dream’d;
‘Those argent fields more likely habitants, 4¢0
Translated saints or middle spirits hold,

Betwixt the angelical and human kind,

Hither, of ill-j»in’d sons and daughters born,

First from the ancient world those giants came,
With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd -
The builders next of é)nbel on the plain 466
Of Sennaar, and still with vain design

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build :
Otltfrs caime single ; he who, to bc deem’d

A leap'd fondly into ZEtna’s lames,
Empédocles ; and he who, to enjoy

Plato’s Elysium, leap’d into the sea,

Cleombrotus, and many more too long,

Embryos, and idiots, eremites, and friars,

White, black, and grey, with all their trumpery
Here pilgrims roam, stray’d 80 far: to weels
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In Golgotha him dead, who %es inheaven ;
And they who, to be suce of Paradise,
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, -

Or in Franciscan think to pass disguis'd, " -

-They pass the planets seven, and pass the fix'd,

And that chrystalline sphere whose balance weighs
‘The trepidation talk'd, and that first-mov'd :

- "And now Saint Peter at heaven’s wicket seems

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 482
Of heaven's ascent they lift their feet, when lo !

A violent cross wind from either coast

Blows them transverse, ten thousand leagues awry
Into the devious air ;' then might ye see

Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, tost
And flutterd into rags; then reliques, beads, 491
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls,

The sport of winds: all these, up-whirl’d aloft,

Fly o'er the backside of the world far off,

Into a Limbo lurg and broad, since cal’dd 495
‘The Paradise of ¥oels, to few unknown

Long afier : now unpeopled, and untrod.

All this dwk globe the fiend found as he pass’d,
And iong he wander’d, till at last a gleam

Of dawning light turn’d thither-ward in haste 500
His travell'd steps: far distant he deseries,
Ascending by degrees magnificent

Up to the wall of hcnven,nga“sl.ructure high,

At op whereof, but far more rich, appear’d

‘The work as of a kingly palace gate, 506
With frontispiece of diemond, and gold

fimbellish’d ; thiek with sparkling orient gems

‘I'he portal shone, inimitable on earth,

By model, or by shading pencil drawn.

T'he stairs were such as whereon Jacob saw 510
Augels ascending and descending, bands

OFf guardians bright, when he from Esau fled

To Padan-aram, in the field of Luz,
Dreaming by night under the open sky, :
And waking cried, ¢ This is the gate of heaven,” 515
Each stair mysterionsly was meant, nor stood

‘There always, hat drawn up to heaven sometimes
Viewless ; and unaemeath a bll':ghl sea flow’d

4f jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon :

Who after came from earth, sailing arriv'd, 520
Wafted by angels, or flew o'er the lake
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Wrapp'd in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds.

he stairs were then let down, whether to dare
The hond by easy ascent, or aggravate
His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss: 588
Direct agauinst which open’d from heneath,
Just o’er the blissful reat of Paradise,
A ge down to th’ earth, a passuge wide,
Wider by far than that of afler-times
Over mount Siony and, though that were large, 530
Over the promis’d Land to God so dear,
By which, to visit ofl those happy ribes,
On hi’fh behests I:::iahngeln 1o and fro 4
Pass’ uent, i8 eye with choice
From Pf::nqeu, the fount ofy.‘;ordnn's ﬂ(md,ngu 528
T Beersaba, where the Holy Land
Borders on Egyptand th’ Arabian shore ;
8o wide the opening seem’d, where bounds were set
‘To oarkness, such as bound the ocean wave.
8atan from hence, now on the lower stair, 540
‘Tnat scal’d by steps of gold to heaven gate, .
Looks down with wonder at the sudden view
Of all this world at once. As when a scout,
Through dark and desert ways with peril gone
Al night, at last, by break of cheerful dawn, 548
Obtains the brow of some high-climbing Lill,
Which to his eye discovers unaware
‘The goodly prospect of-some foreign land
First seen, or some renown’d metropolis,
With glist’ring spires and pinnacles adorn'd, 550
Which now the risinﬁlsun gilds with his beams
Such wonder seiz’d, though after heaven seen,
The spirit malign; but much more envy seiz'd
At sight of all this world beheld so fuir.
Roand he surveys (and well might where he stood
8o high above the cireling canop; 556
of night’s extended shade) from eastern point
Of Libra, to the fleecy star, that bears
Andromeda far off Atlantic seas,
Beyond th’ horizon : then from pole to pole 560
He views in breadth; and without longer pause
Down right into the world’s firat region throws
His flight ipitant, and winds with ease,
Through the pure marble air his oblique way,
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone, 508
Stars distant, but nigh hand seem’d other world’s;

7
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Or other worlds they seem’d, or happy isles,

Like those Hesperian gardens fam'd of old,
Fortunate ﬁeldsi and groves, and flowery vales,
‘Thrice happy isles! But who dwelt hapf)y there
He stay’d not to inquire. Above them all 571
The golden sun, in splendour likest heaven,

Allurd his eye; thither his course he bends
Through the calm firmament, (but, up or dowy.

By centre or eccentrie, hard to tell ; 575
Or longitude,) where the great luminary,

Aloof the vuigar constellations thick,

‘That from his lordly eye keep distance due,
Dispenses light from far ; they as they move

Their s dance in numbers that compute 580
- Days, months, and years,tow’nds his all-cheering lamj.
Turn swift their various motions, or are turn’d

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms

e universe, and to each inward part,

With gentle penetration, though unseen, 585
Shoots invisible virtue even to the deep ;

So wondrously was set his station bright.

There lands the fiend, a spot like which perhaps
Astronomer in the sun’s lucent orb,

Through his glaz’d optic tube, yet never saw. 599
The place he found beyond éxpression bright,
Compar’d with oaght on earth, metal, or stone :

Not all parts alike, but all alike inform’d

‘With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire;

If metal, purt seem’d gold, part silver clear ; 595
If stone, carbuncle most or chrysolite,

Ruby or topuz, or the twelve that shone

In Aaron’s renst;{\lnte, and a stone besides
Imagin’d rather oft than elsewhere seen,

That stone, or like to that which here below 600
Philosophers in vain so long have sought,

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind
Volatile Hermes, and call up unhound

In variops shapes old Proteus from the sea,

Drain’d through a limbec to his native form. 605
‘What wonder then if fields and regions here
Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch

Tn’ arch-chemic sun, so far from us remote,
Produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd, 610
Here in the dark so many precious things
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Of colour glorious, and effect so rare ? e
Here maiter new to gaze the Devil met

Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commands

For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, 61§
But all sunshine, as when his beams at non
Culminate from th’ equator, as they now "
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round
Shadow from body opaque can fall ; and th’ air,

No where so clear, sharpen’d his visual ray 626;
To objects distant far, whereby he soon

Saw within kena glorious angel stand,

The same whom John saw also in the sun:

His back was turn’d, but not his brightness hid :

Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar ()
Circled his head, nor less his locks behind

[llustrious on his shoulders, fledged with wings,

Lay waving round ; on some great charge employ’d
He seem’d, or fix’d in cogitation deep.

Glad was the spirit impure, as now in ho 630
To find who might direct his wand’ring flight .
To Paradise, the happy seat of man,

His journey’s end, and our beginning wo. .
But first he casts to change his proper shape, ,
Which else might work him danger or delay: 636
And now a stripling cherub he aﬁpems,‘ . :
Not of the prime, yet such as in his face

Youth smil’d celestial, and to every limb

Suitable grace diffus’d, so well he feign'd :

Under a coronet his flowing bair 640
In curls on either cheek play’d; wings he wore

Of many a ¢olour’d plume, sprinkled with gold

His habit fit for speed succinct, and held )
,Before his decent steps a silver wand. .
He arew not nigh unheard ; the angel bright, 645
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage turn’d,
Admonish’d by his ear; and strait was known

Th’ archangel Uriel, one of the seven

Who in God’s presence, nearest to his throne,

Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 650
That run through all the heavens, or down to th’ earth
Bear his swifl errands over moist and dry, o
O’er sea and land: him Satan thus accosts: :

¢ Uriel! for thou of those seven spmts‘.q)nt mmd
[n sight of Ged’s high throue, gloriously bright, 65§
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The first art wont his great authentic will
Interpreter through nigg::st heaven to bring,

Where ail his sons thy embassy attend ;

And here art likeliest by supreme decree

Like honour to obtain, and as his eye 660
To visit oft this new creation round ;

Unspeakable desire 1o see, and know

All these his wondrous works, bt chiefly man,

Ris chief delight and favour ; him, for whom

All these his works so wondrous he ordain’d, ~ 665
Hath brought me from the choirs of chegubim

Alone thus wand’ring. Brightest seraph ! tell

In which of all these shining orbs hath man-

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none,

But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell ; 670
‘That I may tind him, and with secret gaze,

Or open admiration, him behold,

On whom the great Creator hath bestow’d

Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces pour'd;
That both in him and all things, as is meet, 678
‘The universal Maker we may praise ;

‘Who justly hath driven out his rebel foes

To deepest tiell ; and, to repair that loss,

Created this new happy race of men

To serve him better : wise are all his ways.” 680

So the false dissembier unperceiv'd ;

For neither man no angel can discern
risy, the oniy evil that walks

Invisible, except to God alone, 684
By his permiss.ve will, through heaven and earth:
And oft though wisdom wake, suspicion sleeps
At wisdom’s gate, and tn simplicity
Resigns her charge, while goodness thinks no ill
Where no ill seems; which now for once beguil’d
Uriel, thoungh regent of the sun, and held 690
The sharpest sighted spirit of all in heaven ;
Xho to the fraudutent imposter foul, -

his uprightness, answer thus return’d .

- “Fair angel ! thy desire which tends,to know
‘The works of God, thereby to glorify 688
‘The great Work-Master, leads to no excess
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise
The more it seems excess, that led tliee hithet
#rom thy empyreal mansion thus alone,
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‘To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps, 70
Contented with report, hear only in heaven:
For wonderful indeed are all his works,
Pleasent to know, and worthiest to be all
Had in remembrance always with delight ¢
But what created mind can comprehen 705
Their number, or the wisdorm. infinite
That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep ?
[ saw when at his word the formless mass, .
This world’s material mould, came to a heap:
Confusion heard his voice, and wild uproar = 719
Stood rul’d, stood vast infinitude confin’d ;
Till at hie second bidding darkness fled,
Light shone, and order from disorder sprung.
Swift to their several quarters hasted then
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 718
And this ethereal quintessence of heaven
Flew upward, spirited with various forms,
That roll’d orbicular, and turned to stars
Numberless, as thou seest, and how they move 3,
Each had his place appointed, each his course ; 720
The rest in circuit walls this universe.
Look downward on that globe, whose hither side
With light from hence, though but reflected, shines .
That place is Earth, the seat of man ; that light
His day, which else, as th’ other hemisphere, 725
Night would invade; but there the neighb’ring moon
$I§o call that opposite fair star) her aid

imely interposes, and her monthly reund,
Still ending, still renewing, through mid heaven,
With borrow’d light her countenance triform 730
Hence fills and empties to enlighten th’ earth,
And in her pale dominion checks the night.
That spot to which I point is Paradise,
Adam’s abode, these lofty shades his bower: 734
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires.”

hus said, he turn’d ; and Satan bowing low,

As tn superior ?irils is wont in heaven, :
‘Where honour due and reverence none neglects, -
Took leave, and tow’rd the coast of earth beneath,
Down from th' ecliptic, sped with hop’d success, 740
Yhrows his steep flight in many an airy wheel,
Nor staid, till on Niphates’ top he lights.

EBND OF BOOK THIRD.
7
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BOOK 1V.

S —
THE ARGUMENT.

Batan, now in prospect of Eden, and vizh the place
where he musl now attempt the bold erdurprise wnich
he undertok alone against God and Vew, fuls inte
many doubls with himself, and many pasmeas, jear,
envy, and despair ; but at length confirms himself in

. evil, journeys on to Paradise, whose outioar.d prospect
end situa’ion is described, overleaps the bounds, sits
in the shape of a cormorant on the tree of life, as
highest in the garden, to look about him. The garden
described ; Satan’s first sight of Adem and Eve ; his
wonder at their excellent form and Rappy state, bt
with resolution. to work their fall ; overhears their
discourse, thence gathers that the lree of knowledge
was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of dedth ;
and thercon intends to found his templation, by
seducing them to iransgress : then leaves them awhile,
to know further of their state by some vther means.
M hile Uriel, d ding on a sun-beam, warns
Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Paradise,
that some evil spiril had escaped the deep, and passed
ot noon by his sphere, in the s, of a good angel,
down te Paradise, discovered afler by hkis furious
gestures in the mount. Gabriel promises to find him
ere morning. Night caming on, Jdam and Ete
discourseof going lo their rest : their bower described )
bheir evmni worship. Gabriel, drawing forth his.
dands of night-watch to walk the round of Pavadise'’
appoints two strong angels lo Adam’s borwer, lest the
evil spirit should be there doing some harm lo JAdam or

" Eve sleeping ; thare they find kim et the ewr of Eve
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ing her in a dream, end dring hwm, though un-
willing, to Gabriel; by whom questioned, he scorn-
Jully answers, prepares resistance, but hindered by a
sign from heaven, flies out of Paradise.

O ror that warniing voice, which he who saw
Th’ Apocalypse heard ery in heaven aloud,
Then when 3:: Dragon, put to second rout,
Came furious down to be reveng’d*on men
¢ Wo to th’ inhabitants on earth! that now, L 3
‘While time was, our first parents had becn warn’d
The coming of their secret foe, and scapd,
Haply so scap’d his mortal snare: for now
8atan, now first inflam’d with rage, came down,
The tempter, ere th’ accuser of mankind, 10
‘To wreak on innocent frail man his loss
Of that first battle, and his flight to heH.
Yet not rejoicing in his speed, though bold,
Far off and fearless, nor with cause to boast,
Begins his dire attempt ; whicn nigh the birth ° 15
Now rolling, boils in Elis tumultuous breast,
And like a devilish engine back recvils
Upon himself: horror and doubt distract
is troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir

‘The hell within him ; for within him hell 20
He brings, and round about him, nor from hell
One step, no more than from himsel'f, can fly
2{ change of place : now conscience wakes despair

at slumber'd; wakes the bitter memo
Of what he was, what is, and what mustr{e 25
Worsd'; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue,
Sometimes tow'rds Eden, which now in his view
Lay pleasant, his griev’d look he fixes sad ;
Sometimes tow’rds heaven, and the full blazing sun,
‘Which now sat high in his meridian tower -
Then, much revolving, thus in sighs began

“ O thou! that with sul ing glory ¢ i
Look’st from thy sole domm I gd:'eyg %
Of this new world ; at whose sight all the stars
Hide their diminish’d heads ;_to thee L eall, 36
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, -

O sun! to tell thee how 1 hate thy beams,
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That bring to my remembrance from what state

[ fell; how glorious once above thy sphere ;

THl pride and worse ambitign threw me down, 40

Warring in heaven against heaven’s matchless King

Ah, wherefore! he deserv’d no such return

From me, whom he created what I was

In that bright eminence, and with his

Upbraided none ; nor was his service s 43
hat could be less than to afford him praise,

The easiest recompense, and pay him thanks,

How due! yet alkhis good prov'd ill in me,

And wrought but malice ; lifted up so high

[ ’dain’d subjection, and thought one step higher 50

Would set me highest, and in a moment quit

The debt immense of endless gratitude,

So burdensome still paying, still to owe ;

Forgetful what from him [ still receiv'd,

And understood not that a grateful mind 56

By owing owes not, but still pays, at once

Indebted and discharg’d : what burden then ?

O had his powerful destiny ordain’d

Me some inferior angel, [ Knd stood

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais’'d (]

Ambition. Yet why not? some other power

As great might have aspir'd, and me, tho’ mean,

Drawn to his part ; but other powers as great

Fell not, but stand unshaken, from within

Or from without, to all temptations arm’d. 85

Hadst thou the same free will and power to stand ?

Thou hadst : whom hast thou then or what t’ accuse,

But heaven’s free love dealt equally to all ?

Be then his love accurs’d, since love or hate,

T'o me alike, it deals eternal wo. 70

Nay curs’d be thou ; since against his thy will

Chose freely, what 1t now so justly rues.

Me miserable ! which way shall I fly

Infinite wrath, and infinite despair ?

Which way I fty is hell ; myself am hell ; 73

And in the lowest deep a lower deep,

8till threat’ning to devour me, opens wide,

To which the hell I suffer seems a heaven.

O then at last relent : is there no place

Left for repentance, none for pardon left ? 80

None left but by submission ; and that word

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame
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Among the spirits beneath, whom I seduc'd

With other promises and other vaunts

Than to submit, boasting I could subdue 85
Th’ Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know

How dearly I abide that boast so vain,

Under what torments inwardly [ groan,

While: thcy adore me on the throne of hell. .
With diadem and sceptre Ligh advanc’d, 290
The lower still | fall, only supreme

In misery ; such joy ambition finds.

But say 1 could repent and could obtain

By act of grace my former state ; how soon 94

ould height recal high thoughts, how soon unsay

What feign' 4 submission swore! case would recant
Vows made in pain, as violent and void.

For never can true reconcilement grow,

‘Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc’d so deep;
‘Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 1
And heavier fall: so should 1 purchase dear

Short intermission bought with double smart.

‘This knows my punisher ; therefore as far

From granting he, as I from begging peace :

All hope excluded thus, behold, instead 105
Of us, outcast, exil’d, his new delight,

Mankind, created, and for him this world.
‘8o farewell hope, and with hope tarewell fear,
Farewell remorse : all good to me is lest ;

Evil be thou my good ; by thee at least 110
Divided empire with heaven’s King 1 hold,

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign;

As man ere long, and this new world shall know.”

‘Thus while he e each passion dimm’d his far
Thrice chang’d with pale ire, envy, and despair ; 11
W1 ich marrd his borrow’d visage, and betray’d
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld :

For heavenly minds from suck distempers foul

Avre ever clear.,  Whereof he soon aware,

Each puiturbation smooth’d with outw ard calm, 120
Artificer of fraud ! And was the first

That practis'd falsehood, under saintl§ show

Deep malice to conceal, couch’d with revenge.

Yet not enough had practis'd, to deceive 124
Uriel once warn'd ; whose eye pursied him down
‘The way he went, and on th’ Assyriun mount
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Saw him disfigur’d, more than could befall
Spirit of happy sort: his gestures fierce

[-Fe mark’d, and mhd demeanour, then alone,
As he suppos'd, all unobserv’d, unseen. - 130
So, on he gres; and to the border eomes

Of Eden, where delicious Paradise,

Now nearer, crowns with her inclosure green,

Ag with a rural mound, the champaign head

Of a steep wilderness ; whose hairy sides 135
With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild,
Access denied : and over ﬁead up-grew

Insuperable height of loftiest shade,

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm,

A sylvan scene! And, as the ranks ascend, 140
Shade above shade, a woody theatre

Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops

The verdurous wall of Paradise up-sprung:

Which to our general sire gave prospect large

Into his nether empire, neighb’ring round. 145
And higher than that wall a circling row

Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit, ¢
Blossoms, and fruits at once of golden hue,

Appear'd, with gay enamel’d colours mix’d :

On which the sun more glad impress’d his beams,
T'han in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 153
When God has shower'd the earth ; so lovely ssem’d
That landscape! And ot})ure now purer air

Meets his approach ; and to the heart inspires
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155
All sadness but despair : now gentle gales,

Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense

Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole
‘Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail
Beyond the Cape of Hopz, and now are past 160
Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow
+Sabean odours, from the spicy shore

Of Araby the bless’d, with 8uch delay [leagdy
Well pleas’d they slack their course, and many a
Cheer'd with the grateful smell old Ocean .smiles:
So entertain’d those odorous sweets the fiend, 166
‘Who came their bane; though with them better

’

Than Asmodeus with the fishy fume [pleas'd
That drove him, though enamour’d, from the spouse
f Tobit’s son, and with a vengeance sest 170

From Media post to Egypt there fast bound,
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Now to tn’ ascent of that steep savage hill
Batan had journey’d on, pensive and slow ;
But further way found none, so thick intwin’d,
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 175
Of snrubs and tanyling bushes had perplex’d
All path of man or beast that glasa’ that way.
One gate there only was and that look’d east
On th’ other side ; which when th’ arch-felon saw,
Due entrance he disdain’d, and in contempt 180
At one slight bound high overleapd all bound
Of hill, or highest wall, and sheer within
- Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf,

\\"iom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey,
Wadiching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve,
In hurdled cotes amid the field secure, 186
Leaps o’er the fence with ease into the fold :
Or as a thief, bent to u‘mard the cash
Of some rich burgher, se substantial doors,
Cross-barr’d and bolted fast, fear no assault, 19¢
In at the window climbs, or o’er the tiles:
So clomb this first grand thief into God's fold ;
8o since into his church lewd hirelings climb ;
Thence up he flew and on the tree of life,
(The middle tree, and highest there that grew,) 19
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life
Thereby regain’d, but sat devising death
‘To them who liv'd : nor on the virtue thought
Of that life-giving plant, but only us’d
For prospect, what well us’d had been the pledge
Of immortality. So little knows 201
Any, but God alone, to value right
‘The good befcre him, but perverts best things
To worst abuse, or to their meanest use.
Beneath him, with new wonder, now he views, 205
To all delight of human sense expos’d
[n harrow room, nsture’s whole wealth, yea more,
A heaven on earth ! For blissful Paradise
Of God the garden was, by him 1n th’ east
Of Eden planted ; Eden stretch’d her line 210
From Auran eastward to the royal towers
Of great 3eleucia, built by Grecian kings,
Or where the sons of Eden long before
Dwelt in Telassar. In this pleasant soil
His far more pleasant garden God ordain’d. 218
Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow
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Al trees of neblest kind, for sight, snucl), taste 5
And ull amid them stond the tree of life,

High eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit

Of vegetable gold : and next to life,
Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew fast by ;
Knowledee of good bought dear by knowirg 1ll}
Southward through Eden went a river large,

Nor chang'd his course, but through the shaggy hill
Pass’d underneath ingulf'd ; for God kad thrown 225
That mountain as his garden mould, high rais’d
Upon the rapid current, which through veins

Of porous earth, with kindly thirst updrawn,

Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill
Watered the garden; thence united fell 230
Down the steep glade, and met the nether flond,
Which from his darksome passage now appears:
And now divided into four ggain streams,

Runs diverse, wand’ring a famous realm

And country, whereof he n no account : 235
But rather to tell, (if art could tell

How.) from sapphire fount the crisped brovks
Rolling on orient pearls, and sands of gold,

With mazy error under pendent shades

Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 24u
Flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nice art

In beds and curious knots, but nature boon

Pour'd forth Erofuse on hill, and dale, and plain,
Both where the morning sun first warmly smote
The open ficld, and where the unpiere’d shade 24F
Imbrown’d the noon-tide bowers. Thus was thiy
A happy rural seat of various views : [place,
Groves where rich trees wept odorcus gums and

balm ;
Others whose fruit, burnish’d wit: golden rind,
Hung amiable : Hesperian fables true,
If true, here only, and of deliciowswaste.
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks
Grazing the tender herb, were interpos’d :
Jr palmy hillock, or the flowery lap
Of sine irriguous valley spread her store ; eBS
Flow ers of all hue, and without thorn the rose. '
Another sile, um s grots, and caves
Of cool recass, o'er which the mantling vin
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently cree
Luxuriant : meanwhile murm’ring waters ft 260
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Down the slope hills, disps=s'd, or in a lake,

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown’d

Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streains, .
The birds their choir agpl : airs vernal airs, -
Breathing the smell of elX and grove, attune 265
The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, :
Knit with the Graces, and the Hours, in dance,

Led on tb’ eternal spring. Not that fair field

Of Enna, witere Proscrgme gathering flowers,
Herself a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis 270
Was gathierd; which cost Ceres all that pain

To seek her thro’ the world; nor that sweet grove
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th’ inspir’d

Castalian spring, might with this Paradise

Of Eden strive - nor that Nyseian isle 275
QGirt with the river Triton, where old Cham,

Whom Gentilas Ammon call, and Libyan Jove,
Hid Amalthea, and her florid son,

‘Young Bacchus, from his stepd. Rhen’s eye ;
Nor where Abassin kings their issue guard, 280
Mount Amara, though this be some suppos’d

True Paradise, under the Ethiop line \

By Nilus’ head, enclos’d with shining rock,

A whole day’s journey high, but wide remote

From this Assyrian garden, where the fiend 285
Saw undelighted all delight, all kind

Of living creatures new to sight and strange.

Two of far nobler shars, erect and tall,
Godlike erect, with native honour clad,
(n naked majesty seem’d lords of all,
And worthy seem’d ; for in their looks divine
‘The image of their glorious Maker shone, .
Truth, wisdom, sanctitude severe and pure, .
%v:re, but in true filial freedom lnc’d,{)o

nce true authority in men ; though both 283

Not equal, as their sex not equal seem’d ;
For contemplation he and valour fornvd,
For softness she and sweet attractive grace,
Fla for Gnd only, she for God in him.
His fair large front and eye sublime declard 300
Absolute rule; and hyacinthine locks
Round from his parted forelock manly hung
Clust’ring, but not beneath his shoulders broads.
She, as a veil, down to theqslonder wWaist
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Ber unadormed golden tresses wore 305
Dishevell'd, but in wanton ringlets wav'd

As the vine curls her tcndrils, which imphe .
Subjection, but requir'd with gentle sway

And by her yielded, by him best receiv'd,

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, 310
And sweet reluctant amorous delay.

Nor those mysterious parts were then conceal’d ;
Then was not guilty shame, dishonest shame
Of'nature’s works, honour dishonourable :

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 313
W ith shows instead, mere shows of seeming pure,
And banish’d from man's life his happiest life,
Simplicizfv and spotless innocence !

So ‘d they naked on, nor shunn’d the sight
Of God or angel, for they-thought no ill: .
So hand in hand they pass’d, the loveliest pair
That ever since in love’s embraces met ;

Adam, the guodliest man of men since born
Hissons ; 5:0 fairest of her daughters, Eve.
Under a tuft of shade, that on a green . 12
Stood whisp’ring soft, by a fresh fountain sid

They sat them down: and, after no more tot

Of their sweet gard’ning labour than suffic’d

To fecommnend eool Zephyr, and make ease

More casy, wholesome thirst and appetite 330
More grateful, to their-supper fruits they fell,
Nectarine fruits which the compliant bougls

Yielded them, sidelong as “hey sat recline

On the soft downy bank damask’d with flowers :
Thessavoury pulp théy chew, and in the rind 335
Still as they tﬁinwd scoop the brimming stream;
Nor gentle purpnse nor éndearing smiles

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as beseems

Fair couple, link’d in happy nuptial league,

Adone as they. About them frisking play'd 340
All beasts of'th’ earth, since wild, and of all chase.
fn wood or wildgrness, forest or den ;

Sporting the lion ramp’d, and in bis paw

Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards,
Gamhol'd'before them ; the unwieldy elephant, 34b
To make them mirth, us'd ull his might, and wreath®d
His lithe probosais ; close the sernent sly :
Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine

His braided trainsand of his fatal guile

320
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Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grass .
Couch’d, and, now fil'd with pasture, gazing sat,
Or bedward ruminating ; for the sun

Declin’d wus hasting now with prone career .

To th’ ocean isles, and in th’ ascending scale )
Of heaven the stars that usher evening rose: 365
When Satan, still in gaze as first he stood, :
Scarce thus at length fail’d speech recover’d sad:

[} .
“ O hell! what do mine eyes with grief bshold ?.
Into our room of bliss thus high advanc'd
Creature= of ather mould ; earth-born perhaps, 360
Not spirits ; yet to heavenly spirits bright :
Little inferior ; whom my ts pursue
Wi th wonder, and could love, 8o lively shines
In them divine resemblance, and such grace
‘The hand that form’d them on their shape hath
pour'd. . 385
Ah, gentle pair! ye little think how nigh
Your change approaches; when all these delights
Will vanish, and deliver ye to wo ;
More wo, the more your taste is now of joy :
Happy! but for so ngp ill secur’d 3%
Long to continue ; an I.Kis high seat your heaven,
Ill-fenc'd for heaven, to keep out such a foe
As now is enter’d : yet no purpos’d foe
To yeu, whom I could pity thus forlorn,
‘Though I unpitied. League with you I seek, 375
And mutual amity, so strait, so close, |, '
;I‘Ihut lfWi:']h you l:i\ustildwe{ll, olr you with me
enceforth : my dwelling haply may not pleass, °
Like this fair Paradise, ;gur IGI)I'BO; yet sul:;h
Accept your Maker's work ; He gave it me, 380
‘Which {n.s freely give : hell shall unfold,
lo entertain you two, her widest gates, .
And send forth all her kings : there will be room,
Not like these narrow limits,) to receive
our numerous offspring : if no better place, 385
‘Thank him wha puts me loath to this revenge .
On you, who wrong'd me not, for him who wrong’d,
And should 1 at your harmless innocence
Melt, (as I do,) yet public reason just,
Honour and empire with revenge enlarg’d, 390
By conqu’ring this new world, compels me now
To do, what elss (though damn’d) 1 should abhor.”
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So spake the fiend, and with necessity,
The tyrant’s plea,) excus’d his devilish deeds.

hen from his lofty stand on that hiih tree, 395
Down he alights among the sportful herd
Of those four-footed kinds; } If now one,
Now other, as their shaps serv’d best his end
Nearer to view his prey, and unespied 399
To mark what of their state he more might learn
By word or action mark’d : about them round
A lion now he stalks with fiery ﬂln.re;
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath ur.ied,
In some purlieu, two fntle fawns at play,
8trait couches close, then rising changes oft 405
His couchant watch, as one who chose his ground,
‘Whence rushing he might surest seize them both,
Grip'd in each paw: when Adam, first of men,
To Erst of women, Eve, thus moving speech,
Turn’d him, all ear, to hear new utterance flow: 410

“ Sole partner, and sole part of all these joys!
Dearer thpaself than all : needs must the J;’I};:
‘That made us, and for us this ample world,

Be infinitely good, and of his .
As liberal, and free as infinite ; 415
That rais'd us from the dust, and plac’d us here

In all this happiness, who at his hand

Have nothing merited, nor can perform

Ought whereof he hath need : he who requiree
%'rom us no other service than to kee . 4%0
‘This one, this easy ch ¢ Of all the trees

In Paradise that bear delicious fruit

So variqgs, not to taste that only tree

Of knowledge, planted by thetree of lifo .’

So near grows death to life! whate'er death is; 485
Some dreadful thing no doubt : for well thou k1ow’st
Glod hath pronouncd it death to taste that tree,

‘The only sign of our obedience left,

Among so many signs of power and rule,

Confer’d upon us ; and dominion given

-Over all other creatures that possess

Earth, air, and sea. Then let us not think hard
One easy prohibition, who enjoy

Free leave so large to all things else, and choice
Unlimited of manifold delights:

But let us ever praise him, and extol:
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His bounty, following rur delightful task,

To prune thess growing plants, and tend these
fowers; : e

Which were it torlsome, yet with thee were sweet.”

To whom thus Eve replied : ¢ O thou for whom,
And from whom, . was form'd ; flesh of thy flesh ;
And without whoni am tonn end ; my guide 443
And head! what thou hast said is just and right.
For we to himindeed all praises owe, =
And daily thanks ; I chiefly; who enjoy 446
So far the happicr lot, enjoying thee - .
Pre-eminent by so much odds ; while thou
Like consort to thyself canst no where find.

‘That day I oft remefiber, when from sleep .
I first awal’d, and founa myself repos’d 450
Under a shade on flowers ; much wond’ring where
And what I was, whence' thither brought, and how.
Not distant far from thence a murmu’ring sound

Of waters 1ssued from a cave, and sprea

Into a liquid plain, then stood unmov’d, 455
Pure as th’ expanse of heaven : [ thither went,

‘With unexperienc’d thoughy, and laid me down

On the green bank, to look iato the clear

Smooth lake, that to me deem’d another sky.

As I bent down to look, just opposite 460
A shape within'the wat’ry gleam appear’d,
Bending to look on me: I started back ;

It started buck : but pleas’d I soon return’d;

Pleas'd it returni’d as soon ; with answering lnoks
Of sympathy and love: there I had fix’d 465
Mine cyes till now, and pin'd with vain desire,

ad not a voice thus warn’d me ; ¢ What thou eeest,

hat the:e thou seest, fair creature, is thyself;
With thee it came and goes: but follow me,

And [ will bring thes where no shadow stays 479
l‘hg' coming, and thy soft embraces; he .
Whose image thou art: him thou shalt enjoy,
inseparably thine, to him shalt bear
Multitudes like thyself, \nd thence be call'd
Mother of human race.” What could § do 475
But follow straight, invisibly thus led
‘Till 1 espied thes, fair indeed, and tall,
Under a platain; yet, methought, less fair,
Liess winning soft, less ami:\blv mild

8
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Than that smooth wat'ry image : back I turm’d ; 480
Thou following cried’st aloud, ¢ Returr, fair Eve,
‘Whom fliest thou? 'Whom thou fliest, of him thou art,
His flesh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent
Out of my side to t‘\ee, nearest my heart,
Substantial life, to have thee by my side 4188
Henceforth an individual solace dear:

Part of my soul Iseck thee ; and thee claim,

My other half.’—With that, thy gentle hand

Seiz’d mine ; I yielded ; and from that time see

How beauty is excell’d by manly
And wisdom, which alone is truly %air.”

So spake our general mother; and with eyes
Of conjugal attraction unreprov’d,
And meek surrender, half embracing lean’d
On our first father : half her swelling breast 495
Naked met his, under the flowing gold
Of her loose tresses hid: he in delight
Both of her beauty and submissive charms,
Smil'd with superior love ; as Jupiter
On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds, 500
That shed May flowers; and press'd her matron lip
With kisses pure; aside the Devil turn’d
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign
Eyed them askance ; and to himself thus plain’d:

“«S;

Imparadis’d in one another’s arm 5 .
&Tge happier Eden!) shall enjoy their fill

bliss on bliss: while I to hell am thrust,

Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire,
Amongst our other torments not the least, 519
Still unfulfil'd with pain of longing, pmes.

et let me not forget what I have gain’d .
From their own mouths: all is not theirs it seen:s:
One fatal tree there stands of knowledge call’d,
Forbidden them to taste. Knowledge forbidden ?
Suspicious, reasonless. 'Why should their Lord 516
Envy them that? Can it be sin to know ?

Can it be death? And do they only stand
By ignorance ? 1Is that their happy state,

T{'\e proof of their obedience unﬁgeir faith? 620
O fair foundation laid whereon to build
Their ruin! lHence I will excite their ntinds

ght hateful, sight tormenting! Thus these two,
508
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‘With more desire to know, and to reject

Envious commands, invented with design

To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt
E?lual with gods: aspiring to be such,

They taste #nd die: what likelier can’‘ensue ?-

But first, with narrow search ! must walk round
“This garden, and no corner lzave unspied ;

A chance but chance may lead where | may meet 530
Bome wand'ring spirit of heaven by fountain side
Or in thick shade retir'd, from him to draw

What further would belearn’d. Live while ye may,

Yet happy pair! Enjoy, till I return,
Short[szuuru; for long weesmwuuoeeed!" 535

8o saying, his proud step he scornful turn'd,
But with sly circumspection, an bem
‘Through wood, through waste, o'er hill, o’er dale, his

roa,

Meanwhilgl:n utmost longitude, where heaven
With earth and ocean meets, the setting sun 540
8lowly descended ; and with right aspect
Agninst the eastern gate of Paradise
Levell’d his evening rays: it was a rock
Of alabaster, pil’d up to the clouds, '
Conspicuous far; winding with one ascent | 545
Accessible from earth, one entrance high :
‘The rest was craggy cliff, that overhung
8till as it rose, l‘i(r:ﬂossible to climb.
Betwixt these y pillars Gabriel sat, .
Chief of th’ angelic guards, awaiting night : 560
About him exercis’d heroic games .
Th’ unarm’d youth of heaven; but nigh at hand
Celestial armoury, shields, helms, and spears,
Hung high with diamond-flaming, and with gojd.
Thitﬁet came Uriel, gliding through the even 555
On a sun-beam, swift as a shooting star
In auturon thwarts the nigh:;\when vapours fir'd
Impress the air, and shows the mariner .
Prom what point of his com to beware
Impetuous winds : he thus began in haste : 560

“ Gabriel! 'T'o thee thy ‘course by lot hath given
Charge, and strict watch, that to this happy

No evil thing approach, or enter in.

This day, ai height of noon, came to my sphere

.~
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A spirit; zealous, as he seem’d, to know 585
More of th* Almighty’s work ; and chiefly man,
God's latest image : ¥describ'd his way,
Bent all on speed, and mark’d his airy gait :
&n, in the mount that lies from Eden north,

here he first lighted, soon discern’d his looks 670
Alien from heaven, with passions foul obscur'd :
Mine eye pursued him still, but under shade
Lost sight of him. One of the banish’d crew,
I fear, hatt. ventur’d from the deep, to raise -
New troubles; him thy care must be to find.” 678

To whom the winged warrior thus réturn’d :
“Uriel ! No wonder if thy perfect si
Amid the sun's bright circle, where thiou sitt’st,
See far and wide: in at this gate none pass .
‘The vigilance here plac’d, but such as come . 580
Well known from heaven ; and since meridian hour
No creature thence: if spirit of other sort,
So minded, have o'erleap'd these earthy bounds
On purpose, hard thou know’st 1t to exclude :
Spiritual substanee with co bar. 688
But, if within the cireuit of t! walks, i
In whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom
Thou tell’st, by morrow dawning I shall know.”

8o promis’d he: and Uriel to his charge  [rais’d,
Return’d, on that bright beam, whose point' now
Bore him slope downward to the sun, now fallen 591
Beneath th’ rzom: whither the prime”

Incredible how swift, had thither roli’d

Diurnal; or this less voluble earth,

By shorter flight to th’ east, had left him there, 395
Arraying with reflected purple and gotd

‘The clouds that cu n1s western throne attend.

Neow came still evening on, and twilight grey
Had in her sober Iiveryﬁl things elad |gh
Silence accompanied ; for beast, and bird, : 600
They to their grassy couch, thess to their nests,
‘Were slunk ; all but the wakeful nightingale ;
She all night long her amorous deseant, sung ;
Silence was pleas’d : now glow'd the f\mament
‘Wiith living sapphires; Hesperus, that led 605
The starry host. rode brightest ; till the moon

— —
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Rising in clouded majesty, at length,
Apparent queen, unveil’! her peerless light,
And o’er the dark her silver mantle threw.

‘When Adam thus to Eve : “Fair consort! th’ hour
Of night, and all things now retir'd to rest, 6it
Mind us of like repose ; since God hath set
Labour and rest, as day and night, to men
Bugccessive ; and the timely dew of sleep,

Now falling with soft slumb’rous weight, inclines
Our eyelids; other creatures all day long €16
Rove idle, unemploy’d, and less need rest: .

Man hath his daily work of body, or mind,
Appointed, which declares his dignity,

And the regard of heaven on all his ways : 620
While other animals unactive range ;

And of their doings God takes no account.
To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak the east

With first aprroach of light, we must be risen,

And at our pleasant labour, to reform 635
Yon flowery arbours ; yonder alleys green,

Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown:

‘That mock our scant manuring, and require

More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth :
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums, 630
That lie bestrown, unsightly and unsmoogl,

Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease:
Meanwhile, as nature wills, nigit bids us rest.”

To whom thus Eve, with l:e”rfect beauty adorn'd :
“ My author, and disposer! What thou bid’st 635
Onargued I obey ; so God ordains:
God 13 thy law, thou mine ; to know no more
Is woman’s happigst knowledge and Rer praise.
With thee conversing I forget all time ;
All seasons and their change, ull please alike: 640
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rising sweet,
With charm of earliest birde : pleasant the sun,
‘When first on this delightful land he spreads
His orient beams, on herh, tree, fruit, and flower,
Glist'ring with dew : fragrant the fertile earth 645
After soft showers: and sweet the.coming on
Of grateful evening mild : then silent night,
‘With this her solemn bird, and this fair moon,
And thegs the gems of heaven, her starry train.

[ ] b
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But neither breath of morn, when ske ascends 650
With charm of earliest birds : nor rising sun ’
On this delightful land ¢ nor herh, fruit, flower,
Glist’ring with dew : nor fragrance after showers :
Nor grateful evening mild : nor silent night,
‘With this her solemn bird : nor walk by moon, 658
Or glitt'ring starlight, without thee is sweet.
t wherefore all night long shine these ? For whom
is glorious sight,when sleep hath shut all eyes ?”

‘T'o whom our general ancestor replied :
“Daughter of God and man, acoomplish’d Eve, 666
These have their course to finish round the earth
By morrow evening, and from land to land
In order, though to nations yet uuborn,

Minist'ring light prepar'd, they set and riss;
Lest total darkness should by night regain 663
Her old possession, and extinguish life
In nature and all things, which these soft fires
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat
various influence foment and warm,
‘Temper or nourish, %r in part shed down 670
Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow
On earth, made hereby apter to receive
Perfection from the sum’s more potent ray.
These then, though unbeheld in deep of night, 674
8uine not in vain; nor think, tho> men were none,
Thatheaven would want spectators, God want praise,
. Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep :
A these with ceaseless praise his works behol
&th day and night. How often, from the steep 680
echoing hill, or thicket, have we heard .
Celestial vgices, to the midnight ajr, ’
Bole, or responsive each to others note, .
8inging the great Creator? oft in bands 654
‘While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk,
‘Ws heavenly touch of instrumental sounds, -
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs . .
" Divide the night, efid lift our thoughts to heaven.®

Thus talking, hand in hand alone pass’'d
On to their blissful bower : it was am 690
Chosen by the sov'reign Planter, when he fram’d
All things 1o man's delightful use : the roof,



Beok IV.) PARADISE LOST. 05

Of thickest covert, was inwoven shade,

Laurel and myrue ; and what higher grew,

- Of firy and fragrant leaf: on eithor sigg‘

Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub,

Penc'd up the verdant wall: each beauteous flower,

Iris all hues, roses and jessamine,

Rear'd high their flourish’d heads between, and

wrought

Mosaie : underfoot the violet, 700

Srocus, and hyacinth, with rich inl?’y

Broider'd the ground ; more colour’d than with stone

Of costliest emblem : other creature here,

Beast, bird, insect, or worm, durst enter none ;

Such was tieir awe of man | In shadier bower 705

More sacred, and sequester'd, though but feign'd,

Pan, or Sylvanus, never slept ; nor nymph,

Nor Faunus, haunted. Here, in close recess,

With flowers, garlands, and swoet smelling herbs,

- Espoused Eve deck’d first her nuptial bed : 710
And heavenly choirs the hrmenean sung,

‘What day the genial angel to our sire

Brought her, in naked beauty more adorn’d,

Moré lovely than Pandora ; whom the gods

Endow’d with all their gifts, (and O, too like 735 ¢

In'sad event !} when to th’ unwiser son

Of Japhet brought by Hermes, she insnar’d

Mankind with her fair-inoks, to be aveng’d

On him who had stole Jove’s authentic fire,

Thus, at their shady lodge arriv'd, both stood, 720
Both turn’d, and under open sky ador'd
The God that made sky, air, earth, and heaven,
‘Which they beheld ; the moon’s resplendent ilobe,
1

693

And star! le; ¢ Thou also mad’st the night,
Maker O'I'nynri’;owm! and thou the day, e
Which we in our appointed work employ’d

Have finish’d, happy in our mutual hel

And mutual love, the crown of all our bliss

Ordain’d by thee; and this delicious place,

For us too Yn 3 where thy abundance wants 730
Pnriakers, and uncropp’d falle to the ground.

Bat thou hast promis’d from us two 2 race .
‘To fill the eartn, who shall with us extol .o
Thy gooduess infinite, both when we wake, = -
And when we seels, as now, thy gift of alesp.? 333

L 4
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‘This said unanimous, and other rites
Observing rione, but adoration pure,
Which God likes best, into their inmost bower
Handed they went ;. and eas’d the putting off
These LmutXesome disguises which we wear, 740
Straight aide by side were laid : nor turn'd, i ween,
Adam from his fair spouse ; nor Eve the rites
Mysterious of conau ial love refus'd :
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk
Of purity, nmr(;)(hce, and innocence : 745
Defaming as impure what God declares
Pure ; and commands to some, lcaves free to all.
Our Maker bids increase ; who bids abstain,
But our destroyer, foe to God and man ?
Hail, wedded love! mysterious law, true source 750
Of human offspring, sole propriety
In Paradise! of alf things common else.
By thee adulterous lust was driven from men,
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee,
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure, 785
Relations dear, and all the charities
Of father, son, and brother, first were known.
Far be it, that | should write thee sin, or blame!
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place ;
Perpetunl fountain of domestic sweets ! 760
Whose bed is undefil’d, and chaste, pronounc'd,
Present, or past ; as saints and patriarchs us’d,
Here Love his golden shafts employs, here lights
His constant lamp; and waves his purple wings;
Reigna here, and revels : not in the buught smile
Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear'd ; 768
Casual fruition ! nor in court amours,
Mix’d dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball,
Or serenade, which the starv'd lover sings
To his proud fair; best quitied with disdain. 770
These, lull’d by nightingales, embracing slept ;
And on their naked limbs the flowery roof
Shower'd roses, which the morn repaired. Sleep on,
Blesasd pair ; and O yet happiest, if ye seek
No happier state, amr know to know no more. 778

Now had night measur'd with her shadowy cone
Halfway up hill thus vast sablunar vault :
And from their ivory port the cherubim
Forth jsming at th’ accustoow’d hour, stood anwd,

.
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To their night watches in warlike parade, 780
When Gabriel to his next in power thus spake :

¢ Ugziel! half these draw off, and coast the south
With strictest watch: these other wheel the north ;
Our circut meets full west.” As flame they part,
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 783
From these, two strong and subtle spirits he call’d,
Chat near him stood, and gave them thus in charget

*¢Ithuriel, and Zephon! with wing’d speed '
Search thro’ this garden, leave unsearch’d no nook
But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge, 790
Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm.

This evening from the sun’s decline arriv'd,

‘Who tells nf some infernal spirit, seen

Hitherwzra bent, (who could have thought ?) uu;)’d
‘Thae bars of hell ; on errand bad, no doubt: 95
Such, where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring.”

So saying, on he led his radiant files,
Dazzling the moon: these to the bower direct,
In sear o:_' whom they sought: him there they

found,
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve ; 800
Assaying, by his devilish art, to reach
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge
[llusions, as he list, phantoms, and dreams :
Or if, inspiring venom, he might taint .
‘Th?’ animal spirits, that from pure blood arise, 805
Like gentle breaths from rivers pure ; thence raise
At least distemper’d, discontented thoughts ;
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires,
Blown up with high conceits engend’ring pride.
Him thas intent Ithuriel with his spear 810
Touch’d lightly ; for no falsehond can endure
Touch of celestial temper, but returns
Of force to its own likeness; up he starts,
Discover'd and surpris’d. As whep a spark
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, lai 813
Fit for the tun, some magazine to store
Against a ramour'd war, the smutty grain
With sudden blaze diffus’'d, inflames the air:
So started uJ) in his own shape the fiend.
Back stepp’d those two l'uir9 angels, half amaz'd, 820
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8o sudden to behold the grisly kiag;
Yet thus, unmov’d with fear, accost him soon :

“Which of those rebel spirits, adjudg’d to hetl,
Com’st thou, escap’d thy prison? and-transform’d
Why sat’st thou, Yike an enemy in wait, *
Here watching at the head of these that sleep ™

“Know'ye not then,” said Satan, fill’d with scorn,
“Know yenot me? ye knew me once no mate
For you; there sitting where ye durst not soar:
Not to know me argues yourselves unknown, 830
Thelewest offyour throng: or if ye know,
y ask ye; and superfluous begin
Your message, like to end as much in vain?”

T'o whem thus,?.:shon, answering scorn with scom
“*Thipk not revolted apirit, thy shape the same, 838
Or urddiminish’d :brightness, to be known

As when thou stood'st in heaven, upright and pure .
That glory then, when thou no mare wast y
Departed from' thee'; ‘and thou resemblest now

Thy sin, and place of doom, obscure and foul. 844
But come; for thou, be sure, shalt give account

To him who-sent us,*whose eharge is to keep

This place inviolablo, and these from harm.”

So spaké the cherub; and his grave rebnke,
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace ° 84y
Invincible : ‘abash’d the il stood,

And fett how dwful goodness is, and saw

Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw, and pind

His loss: but chiefly to find here observ'd

His lustre visibly impair'd : yet seem’d 850
Unidnunted.  “If I must contend,” said he, .
“Best with the best, the sender not the sent,

Or all at once ; more glory will be won,

Or less be lost.” * ¢ Thy fear,” sajd Zephon bold,

“ Will save us trial what the léast can do

Single against thee Wicked, and thenes weak.”

The fiend replied not, overcome with rage ;
But like a proud steed rein’d, went haughty on
Chaml-»ing his iron curb: to strive or fly
He held it vain; awe from obove had quel’d 880
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His heart. not else dismay’d. Now drew they nigh
The western point, where those half-rounding guards
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join’d,
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief,
Gabriel, from the front thus call’d alowd :

« O friends, I hear the tread of nimble fees.
¢ Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern

[thuriel and Zepuon through the suade,

And with them comes a third of regal port,

But faded splendcur wan ; who, by his gait 870
M fierce demeanour, seems the pringe of hell,
ot likely to purt hence without contest ;

Stand firm, for in his look defiance lowers.”

He scarce had ended, when those two approach’d,
And brief related whont they brought, where found,

® How busied, in what form and posture couch’d. 876

T'o whom with stern regard thus Gabriel spake :
“Why hast thou, Sam;finmke the bounds prescrib’d
To thy transgressions, and disturb’d the charge
Of others, who approve not to transgress
%y thy example, but have power and right

0 question thy bold entrance on this place ;
Employ’d it seems to violate steep, and those
Whose dwelling Ged hath planted here in bliss ?”

‘To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow :

% Gabriel, thou hadst in heaven th’ esteem of wise,
And such [ held thee; but this qustion ask’d 887
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain?
Who would not, finding way, break loose from hell,
Though thither doom'd? Thou wouldst thyself, no
890

oubt,
And boldly véntire to whatever place
Farthe:}: from pain, where thou might’st hope to
ange
Torment wgnh ease, and sonnest recompense
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought ;
‘To thee no reason, who know’st only good, 895
But evil hast not tried ; and wilt object Co
His will who bound us? let him surer bar
His iron gates, if he intends our sta
In that dark durance: thus much wim. was ask'd,
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The rest 1s true, they found me where they say; 900
But that implies not violence or harm.”

Thus he in scorn. 'The warlike angel mov'd,
Disdainfully, half-smiling, thus replietﬁ
“ O loss of one in heaven to judge of wise,
8ince Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 905
And now returns him from his prison scap’d,
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wise
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither
Unlicens’d, from his bounds in hell prescrib'd ;
So wise he judges it to fly from pain 910
However, and to scape his punishment.
%owjludge thou still, presumptaous, till the wrath,

ich thou incurr’st by flying, meet t.h{ flight
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back te hell,
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 @
Can equal anger infinite provok’d.
But wherefore thou alone? wherefore with thee
Came not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them
Less pain, less to be fled? or thou than they
Less hardy to endure? Courageous chief] 920
‘The first in flight from pain, hadst thou alleg’d
To thy descrted host this cause of flight,
Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive.” *

To which the fiend thus answer’d, frowning stern :
“ Not that [ less endure, or shrink from pain, 925
Insulting angel: well thou know’st I stood
‘Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid

'The blasting vollied thunder made all speed,
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear:
But still thy words at random, as betJore,
Argue thy inexperience what hehoves,

From hard assays and ill successes past,

A faithful leader, not to hazard all

Through ways of danger by himself untried .
1, therefore, I alone first undertock 835
To wing the desolste abyss, and spy

This new created world, whereof in hell

Fame is not silent, here in hope to find

Better abode, and my afflicted powers

To settle here on earth, or in mid air; 940
Though for possession put to try once more

What thou and thy guy legions dure against ,

930
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Whose easier business were to serve their Lord
High up in heaven, with songs to hymn his throne,
And practis’d distances to cringe, not fight.” 946

To whem the warrior angel soon replied .
“'T'o say and straight unsay, pretending first
Wise ta fly pain, Erofessing next the spy,
gr'gnes neeader but 4 liar trac'd, R
atan, and coaldst thou faithfuladd? O name 950.
O sacred name of faithfulness profan'd!
Faithful to whom? to thy rebellious crew?
Army of fiends, fit body to fit head.
Was this your discipline and faith engag’d,
Your military obedience, to dissolve © 955
Allegiance to th’ acknowledg'd power supreme ?
And thouy, sly hypocrite! who now wouldst seem
,Patron f liberty, who incre than thou
“Once fawn'd and cring’d, and servilely ador@
Heaven’s awful monarch? wherefore, but.in hope
'Tn dispossess him, and thyself to reign ? 961
But murk what I areed thee now—Avaunt ; .
Fly thither whence thon fledst : if from this hour
ithin these hallow’d limits thou appear,
Back to th? infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, 965
And seal theg so, as henceforth not to scarn
The facile gates of hell too slightly barr’d.”

So threaten'd he ; but Satan to no threats
Gave hced, but waxing more in rage, replied :

“ Then when I am thy captive talk of chains, 970
Proud limitary cherub, but ere then
Far heavier load tayself expect to feel
From my prevailing arm ; though heaven’s King
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers,
Us'd to the yoke, draw’st his triumphant wheels 978
In progress through the road of heuven star-pav’d.”

‘While thus he spake, th' angelic squadron bri
Turn’d fiery red, s‘:rp‘ning inngemooned horns bl
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round

With ported spears, as thick as when a field 980
Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends

Her bearded groves of ears, which way the wind
Swaysthem; the careful pg!.uglmmn doubung stands,

'
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Lest on the threshing-floor his hopeful sneaves

Prove chaff. On th” other side, Satan, alarm'd, 88%
Collecting all his might, dilated stood, :
Like Tenerifl or Atlas unremov’d:

His stature reach'd the sky, and on his crest

Sat horrer plum’d ; nor wanted in his grasp

What seem'd both spear and shield. Now dmgfg\g

deeds
Might have ensu'd ; nor only Paradise
In this commotion, but the starry cope
Of heaven perhaps, or all the elements,
At least had gone to wrack, disturbd, and torn
With violence of this conflict, had not soon 995
Th’ Eternal, to prevent such horrid fray,
Hung forth in heaven his golden scales, yet seen
Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign,
Wherein all things created first he weigh’d, .
The pendulous round earth with balanc’d air 1000
In counterpoise, now ponderyall events,
Battles and realms : in these he put two weights,
The sequel each of parting and of fight ;
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam ;
Which Gabtiel spying, thus hespake the fiend : 1005

“Satan, I know thy strength, and thoy know’sf
min

Neither ou:,ovn,,but given ; what folly then
‘T'o boast what arms can do? since thine no more
‘Than heaven permits, nor mine, tho’ doubled now
To tmre:sle thee as mire: for proof look up, 1010
And thy lot in yon celestial sign, '
‘Where thou art weigh’d, and shown how light, how °

w
If thou resist.” The fiend look’d up, and knew
Hismounted scale aloft: nor more ; butfled 1054
Mumy'ring, and with him fled the shades of night. .

END OF LOOK FOURTH.

~ . ,
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BOOK V. . .

THE ARGUMENT.

Morning eppreached, Eve relates bo Adam her troudle~
some dream ; he likes it not, yet comforts her. .They
come forth tc their day-labours: their morning hymn
at the door of their bower. Gad, to render man in-
excusable, sends Raphael to admonish him of his.
obedience ; of his free estate; of his enemy near of
hand, who he is, and why his enemy ; and whatever
else may avail Adam to know. Raphael comes down
to Paradise : his appearance described; his comi
discerned by Adam afar off sitting at 1he doer of
bower; he goes owt to meet him, brivgs. him to his
lodge, entertains him with the cheicest fruits of Para.
dise got together by Eve; their discourse at table.
Raphael performs kis message, minds Adem of his
state and of his ememy; relates, at Mdam’s request,
who that enemy is, and how he came to be so, baginning!
from his first revolt in heaven, and the occavion there~
of ; how he drew his legions after him to the paris of
the north, and there incited them to rebel with him;
persuading «ll dut only Abdiel, a seraph, who in
z’gmlmu disouades and opposes him, then forsakes

m. . . . [
. t

Now Morn, her steps in th* eastern clime’
Advancing, sow'd the earth with orient peard,
When Adam wak’d, se custom’d, for his sleep i
Was airy-light, from pure digestion bred,
And temp’rate vapours bland, which th’ only sound :
Of leas es and fuming rills, Aurora’'s fan, ()
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Lightly dispers’d, and the shrill matin song

Oflgl})‘ir s o:p:very bough : so much the more

His wonder was to find unwaken’d Eve

‘With tresses disrompos’d, and glowing cheek, 10
As through unquiet rest : he, on his side

Leaning half rais'd, with looks of cordinl love,

Hung over her enamour’d ; and beheid ’

Beauty, which, whether waking or asleep,

Shot torth peculiar graces ; then, with voice 15
Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora bredthes,

Her hand soft touching, whisper’d thus: “ Awake,
My fairest, my espous’d, my latest found,

Heaven’s last best gift, my ever new delight !
Awake ; the morning shines and the fresh field 20
Calls us; we lose the prime, to mark how spring °
Our tended P‘t;m., hohv :I:dws the ::ero:. e,
‘What dro) e myrrh, what my reed,
How nntug: ints her colours, how the bez

8its on the extracting liquid sweet.” 25

Such whisp'ring wal’d her, but with startled eye
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake :

“ O sole, in whom my thoughts find all repose,
My glory, my. perfection ! glad I see
Thy face and morn return'd; for I this night 30
Such ni§m till this, I never pass,d) have dream'd,
dream’d, not, as | oft am wont, of thee,
‘Works of day past, or morrow’s next desi
But of offence and trouble, which my mi
Knew never till this irksome night.  Methought 35
Close at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk
With gentle voice; T thought it thine ; it said,
Why sleep’st thau, Eve ! now is the pleasant tme,
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields
‘To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40
‘Tunes sweetest his love-labour’d song ; now reigns
Full orb’d the moon, and ¥ith more pleasing light
8hudowy sets off the face of things; in vain,
If none regurd ; heaven wakes with all his eyes,

* Whom to behold.but thee, nature’s desire ? 485
in whose sight all things joy, with ravishmeut
Attracted by the Leauty still to
{ toee as dt thy call, but found oot :

Po find thee [ directer then my walk ;
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And on. methought, alone 1 ’d through ways 50

That brought I:E ona suddenpa:: the tree v .

Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem’d,

Much fairer to my fancy than by day ;

And, as T worid’ring look’d, beside it stood

One shap’d and wing’d like one of those from heavea

By us ole seen: his dewy iocks aistill'd 58

Ambrosia; on that tree he also gar'd;

And, ‘O fair plant,’ said he, ¢ with fruit surcharg’d,

Deigns none to ease thy load and taste thy sweet ?

Nor God, nor man? is knowledye so despis’d? 60

Or envy, or what reserve, forbids to taste ?

Forbid whe will, none shall from me withhold

Longer thy offer’d ; why else set here I’

‘This said he paus'd nat, but with vent’rous arm

He pluck’d, he tasted ; me damp horror chil’'d 6§

At such bold words, vouch’d with a deed so bold :

But he thus, overjoy’d : ¢O fruit divine, .

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus cropt,

Forbidden here, it seems as only fit

For gods, yet able to make. gods of men: 70

And why not gods of men, since good, the more

Communicated, more abundant grows,

‘The author not impair’d, but honour’d more ?

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve,

Partake thou also ; happy though thou art, 75

Happier thou may’st be, worthier canst not be :

‘Take this, and be henceforth nmonﬁ the gods,

Thyselfa goddess, not to eurth confin'd,

But sometimes in the air, as we, sometimes

Ascend to heaven, by merit thine, and see 80

‘What life the gods live there, and such-live thown.! |

So saying, he drew nigh, and to me held,

Even to my mouth of that same fruit held part

Which he had pluck’d ; the lpleasant savoury smell

8o quicken’d appetite, that I, methought, 88

Co-ﬂd not but taste. Forthwith up to the clouds

With him I flew, and underneath beheld .

The earth outstretch’d immense, a glrospect wide

Ana various : wond’rimg at my flight and change .

{io, this :nigh exaltation ; ?uddi?lly N xd 90
gulile wus gone, and [, methought, sunk dow.

Ar{l fell u!eep?oh:'t O hew glad 1 wak'd "

‘1> find this but a dream ™ Thus Eve her night

Related, and thus Adam answer’d sad :
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“ Best image.of myself and dearer half, 5
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sleep
Affects me equally ; nor can I like
This uncouth dream, of evil sprung I fear;

Yet evil whence? in thee can harbour none, .
Created pure. But know, that in the soul 108
Are many lesser faculties, that serve

‘Reason as chief; among these Fancy next

Her office holds ; of all external things,

Which the five watchful senses represent,

She forms imaginations, airy shapes, 105
Which Reason, joining or disjoining, frames

All what we affirm’or what deny, and

Vu knowledge or opinion ; then retires

Into her private cell when nature rests,

Oft in her absence mimic Fancy wakes 110
To imitate her; but misjoining sha

Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams,

fll- matching words and deeds long past or late.
Some such resemblances methinks I‘Tif\d

Of our last evening’s talk in this thy dream, 116
But with addition strange: yet be not sad: i
Evil into the mind of God or man - ‘
May come and go, so unapprov’d, and leave .

No spot or blame behind : which gives me hope,

That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream, 120
Waking thou never wilt consent to do.

Be not dishearten’d then, nor cloud those looks,

That wont to be more cheerful and serene,

Than when fair morning first smiles on the world; '
And let us to our fresh empioyments rise, 25
Among the greves, the fountains, and the flowers,

That open now their choicest boson’d smells,

Reserv’d from night, and kept for thee in store.”

So cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer’d ;
But silently a gentle tear let fall 1%
From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair;
‘Two other precious drops that ready stood

Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell

Kiss'd, as the gracious signs of sweet remorse :
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 138 ‘

8o all was clear’d, and to the field they haste,
But first, from under snaay arvorous roof,
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Boon as they forth were come to open sight '

Of day-spring, and the sun, who scarce up-risen,
With wheels yet hov'ring o’er the ocean biim, ~ 140
Shot parallel to th’ earth his dewy ray,
Discov’ring 1in wide landscape all the east
Of Paradise and Eden’s happy plains,
Lowly they bow’d adoring, and began
Their orisons, each morning duly paid 143
In various style; for neither various style )

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise

Their I\Xnker, in fit strains pronounc'd or sung
Unmeditated, such prompt cloquence

Flow'd from their lips, iz‘rmse or numerous verse ;
More tunable than ncedéd lute or harp *©  ° 151
To add more sweetness ; and they thus began; *

“ These are thy glorious works, Parent of Gaod! .
Almighty ! thine this universal frame, .
Thus wondrous fairs thyself how wondrous then! "
Unspeakable, who sit’st above these heavens 158,
To us invisible, or dimly seen '

In these thy lowest works; yet these declare .
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine, .
Speak, ye who best can tell, ye sonsof light, © 160
Argels ; for ye behold him, and with songs b
And chotal symphonies, day without night, v
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heaven: :
On earth join all ye creatures, to extol .
Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 165
Faircst of stars, last in the train of night, ’
If better thou belong not to the dawn,

Sure pledge of day, that crown’st the smiling morn .’
With thy. bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere,” |
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 170.
Thou sun, of this great world both eye and soul, {
Acknowledge him thy greater, sound his praise -
in thy ererial course, both when thou climb’st,
And when highnoof hast gain’d, and when thou faiPst,’
Moon that now meet’st the orient sun, now fliest 175,
With'the fix’d stars, fix’d in their orb that flies;
And ye fivé other wand’ring fires, that' move |
In mystic dance, not without song, reround

His praise, who out of darkness call'd up light. * '
Air, and ye elements, the eldest birth 180

>
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Of Nature’s womb, that in quaternion run
Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix,

nourish all things ; let your ceaseless change
Vary to our great Maker still new praise,
Ye mists and exhalations, that now rise 188

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or grey,

Till the sun paint your fleecy skirts wgnrtf: gold,

Ia honour to the world’s, great Author rise;

Whether to deck with clouds th’ uncolour’d sky, .

Or wet the thirsty earth with falling showers, 190

Rising or falling still advance his praise.

His praise, ye winds, that from four quarters blow,

Breathe soft or loud ; and wave your tofs ye pines,

With every plant, in sign of worship wave.
'ountains, and ye that warlle, as ye flow, 135

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praise.

Join voices all ye living souls; ye birds,

That singing up to heaven-gate ascend, -

Bear on your wings and in Xour notes his praise.

¥; that in wasrs glide, and ye that walk™ . 200

e earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep,

Witness if [ be silent, morp or even,

To hill or valley, fountain or fresh silade,

Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise.

Hail, universal Lord ! be bounteous still 206

To give us only good; and, if the night

Have gather’d ought of evil, or conceal’d,

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark !”

So pray’d they, innocent ; and to their thoughts
Firm peace recover'd soon, and wonted calm. 210
On to their morning’s rural work they haste,

Among sweet dews and flowers ; where any row
Of fruit-trees aver-woody reach’d too far

Their pamper’d boughs, and needed hands to check
Fruitless embraces : or they led the vine 215
To wed her elm ; she spous'd ahout him twines
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings

Her dower, th’ adopted clusters, to adorn

His barren leaves. Them thus :'l:iploy’d beheid
With pity heaven’s high King, to him call’d 220
Raphael, the sociable spirit, that deign’d

To travel with Tobias, and secur’d )

His marriage with the seventimes-wedded maid.
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%< Raphael ,” said he, “thou hear’st what stir om

earth .
Satan, from hell scap’d Lhrouﬁh the darksome gulf
Hath rais'd in Paradise, and how disturb’d 238
This night the human pair ; how he designs

fn them at once to ruin all mankind.

Go, therefore, half this day as friend with friend
Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade 230,
Thou find’st him, from the heat of noon retir'd,

T o respite his day-labour with repast,

Or witn repose ; and such discourse bring on,

As may adI:::e him of his happy state,

Happiness in his power left free to will, 238
Left to his own free will ; his will, though free,

Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware

He swerve not, too secure : tell him withal,

His danger, and from whom ; what enemy,

Late falien himself from heaven, is {louing now 340
The fall of others froin like state of Lliss ; .
By viaience? no, for that shall be withstood ;

But by deceit and lies: this let him know,

Lest wilfully transgressing he pretend

Surprisal, unadmonish’d, unforewarn’d.” 246

So spake th’ eternal Father, and fulfill'd
All justice : nor delay'd the wing’d saint
After his charge receiv’d ; but from among
Thousand celestial ardours, where he stood .
Veil'd with gorgeous wings, up spri.ging light, 250
Flew thre’ the midst of heaven ; th’ angelic choirs .
On each hand parting, to his speed ﬁnvc way
Through all the empyreal ro till at the gate
Of heaven arriv'd, the gate self-open’d wide,

On golden hinges turning, as by work 258
Divine the sov’reign Architect had fram’d.

From hence, no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight,

‘Star interpos’d, however small, he sees,

Not unconform to other shining globes, .
Earth, and the garden of God, with cedars crown
Above all hiiis.  As when by night the glass 28
Of Galileo, less assur'd, observes .
Imagin'd lands and regions in the moon ; {
Or pilot, from amidst the Cyclades,
Delos or Samos first appeuring, kens : 988
A eloudy spot. Down thlu‘.;mr proue in flams . -
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He speeds, and through the vast ethereal
Bails between worlds and worlds; with steady wing
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan
Winnows the buxom air; till, within soar 270
Of tow’ring eagles, t’all the fowls he seems
A phenix, gaz’d b{ all, as that sple bird,

en to inshrine his reliques in the sun’s
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies.
At once on th’ eas}:ern cliff of Paradise 275
He lights, and to his proper shape returns,
A selrihph wing'd; six wl}:)egs he}:om to shade
His lineaments divine; the pair that clad
Each shoulder broad, came mantling o’er his breast
With regal ornament ; the middle pair
Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold
And colours dippd in heaven; the third his feet
Shadow’d from either heel with feather’d mail,
Sky-tinctur'd grain. Like Maia’s son he stood, 285
And shook his J)lumes, that heavenly ce fill d
The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands
Of angels under watch ; and to his state,
And to his message hiﬁh, in honour rise ; 28%
For on some message high they guess’d him bound.
Their glittering tents he pass’d, and now is come
Into the blissful field, through graves of myrrh,
And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm ;
A wildness of sweets; for Nature here
Wanton’d as in ker prime, and play’d at will 295
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more sweet,
Wild above rule orart; enormous bliss.
Him, through the spicy forest onward come,
Adam discern’d, as in the door he sat
Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun  30C
Shot down-direct his fervid rays to warm
Earth’s inmost womb, more warmth than Adam

needs :
And Eve within, due at her hour, prepar’d
For dinner savoury fiuits, of taste to please
T'rue appetite, and not disrelish thirst 305
Of nect’rous draughts between, from milky stream,
Berry or grape ; to whom thus Adam eall’d: ¢

+@ Haste hither, Eve, and, worth uny sight, behold,
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape,
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Comes this way moving ; scems another morm 310
Risen pn mid-noon : some great behest from heaven
To us perhnis he brings, and will vouchsafe

This day o be our guest. But go with speed,

And what thy stores contain bring forth, and pour
Abundance, fit to honour and recetve 316
Our heavenly stranger : well we may afford

Our givers their own gifts, and large w

From large bestow’d, where nature multiplies

Her fertile growth, and by disburd’ning grows

More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare.” 320

To whom J:-JI“! Eve: “Adazn, earth’s hallow’d

mould,
Of God insp r'd, small store will serve, where store
All seasons, ripe for use hangs on the stalk ;
Save what by frugal storing firmness gains
To nourish, and superfluous moist eonsumes: 326
But I will haste, and from each bough and brake,
Each plant and juiciest gourd, will pluck such choioce
To entertain O“L:Fel guest, as he
Beholding shall confess, that here on earth
God hath dispens'd his bounties as in heaven,” 330

So saying, with despatchful looks in haste

She turns, on ho:filable thoughts intent
‘W hat choice to clioose for delicacy best ;
‘What order, so contriv’d as not to mix
Tastes, not well join’d, inelegant, but bring 338
Taste after tasté, upheld with kindliest change :

¢ Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk
Whatever earth, all bearing mother, yields
In India East or West, or middle shore
In Pontus, or the Punic coast, or where 340
Alcinous reign’d, fruit of all kinds in coat
Rough or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or sheil,
8he gathers, tribute large, and on the board
Heaps with unsparing ; for drink the grape
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meathes M5
From niuny a berry ; and from sweet kernels press’d
She tempers dulcet creams; nor these to hold
Wants her fit vessels pure ; then strews the ground -
With rose and odours from the shrub unfum’d.

Meanwhile our prirutive great sire, to meet 350
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His godlike guest, walks forth, without more train

Accompanied than with his own complete

Perfections : in himself was all his state,

More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits

On princes, when their rich retinuc long

Of horses led, and grooms besmear'd with gold,  *

Dazzles tke crowd, and sets them all agape.

Nearer his presence Adam, though not awed,

Yet with submiss approach, and reverence meek,

As to a superior nature, bowing low .

Thus said: “ Native of heaven! for other place

None can than heaven such glorious shape contain ;

8ince, by descending from the thrones above,

Those happy places thou hast deign’d awhile

go wan%, amdh onour these, vouchsafe with us 365
'wo only, who yet by sov’reign gift

This sanious yund,yin yonder shm:]y bower

Po rest, and what the garden choicest bears

To sit and taste, till this meridian heat

Ba over, and the sun more cool decline.” 370

Whom thus th’ angelic-virtue answer'd mild
Adam ! I therefore came; nor art thou such
Created, or such place hast here to dwell,
As may not oft invite, though spirits of heaven,
To visit thee : lead on then where thy bower 375
O’ershades ; for these midhours, till evening rise,
I have at will.?  So to the sylvan lodge .
They came, that like Pomona’s arbour smil’d
With flowerets deck’d and fragrant smelis; but Eve,
Undeck’d save with herself, more lovely fair 380
Than wood-nymph, or the fairest ess feign'd
Of three that in mount Ida naked strove,
Btood to entertain her guest from heaven: no veil
She needed,; virtue proof ; nothought infirm
Alter'd-her cheek. On whom the angel ¢ Hail’ 385
Bestow’d; the holy salutation us’d
Long after to bless’d Mary, second Eve.

- -% Hail, mother of mankind ! whose fruitful womb
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons,
"Bhan with these various fiuits the trees of God 890
Have héar’d thin table.” Rais’d of grassy turf .. .
Their table was, and m seats had round ;

And on her ample square side toside -
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All aatumn pil’d, though spring and autumn here,
Danc’d hand in hand. Awhile discourse they hold,
No fear lest dinner cool ; when thus began 398
Our duthor: “ Heavenuy stranger! pleas’d to taste’
These bounties, which our nourisher, from whom
All perfect good, unmeasur’d out, descends

To us for food and for delight, hath caus’d 400
Th earth o yield ; unsavoury food perhaps

To sprritual natures; omly this I know,

That one celestial Father gives to all.”

To whom the angel : “ Therefore what he gives
gWhose praise be cver sung!) toman in part 405

iritual, may of purest spirits be found -
R:»ingmufulf : and food alike those pure

Intelligential substances i \
As dot iour rational ; ::3 bozl contain

Within every lower faculty 410
Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, touch, tasts;
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate, .

And corporeal to incorporeal turn. '
For know, whatever was created, needs

To be sustain’d and fed ; of elements, 415

‘The grosser feeds the purer, earth the
Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fires
Ethereal, and, as lowest, first the moon;

Whence in her visage round, those spots unpurg’d
Vapours not yet into her substance turn'd. 49
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale

From her moist continent to higher orbs.

The sun, that light imparts to all, receives

From all his alimental recompense

{n humid exhalations; and at even 435
Sups with the ocean. Though in heaven the trees
Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines

Yield nectar; tho’ from off the boughs each mom
We brush mellifiuous dews, and find the

Coverd with pearly grain: yet God hath here 430
Varied his bounty so with new delights, ’
As may compare with héaven ; and totaste -
Think not I shall be nice.” So down they sat,
And to their viands fell ; nor seemingl '

The l, nor in mist, the common gL - 438
Of theviogians, but with keen despatch .
Of real hunger, and eonooeulv‘e,. heat )
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To transubstantiate ; what redounds, transpires.. -
‘Through spirits with ease ; nor wonder, if by fire-
Of sooty coal, th’ empiric alchemist - 440
Can turn, or holds it possible to turn,

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect go::Ll :

As from the mine. Meanwhile at tablé Eve
Minister’d naked, and their ﬂowu:)g cups

With pleasant liquors crown’d. Oinnocence 445
Dwervmg Paradise! if ever, then,

Then had the sons of God excuse to have been
Enamour’d at that sight ; but in those hearts

Love unlibidinous reign’d, nor jealo

Was understood, the injur'd lover's hell. 450

‘Thus when with meats and drinks they had sufficd
Not burden’d nature, sudden mind arese
In Adam, not to let th’ orcasion pass,
Ghiven him by this great conference, to know
Of things above this world, and of their being 455
Who dwell in heaven, whos: excellence he saw
Transcend his own so far, whose radiant forms
Divine effulgence, whose high power so far

ed human, and his wary speech -

Thus to th’ empyreal minister he fram’d ; 460

¢ Inhabitant with God ! now know I we.l
Thy favour, in this honour done to man,
Under whose lawly roof thon hast vouchsafd
To enter, and these earthly fruits to aste,
Food not of angels, yet accepted so, - 465
As that more willingly thou couldst not seemn
At heaven’s high .feasts to have fed: yet what

compare ?”
To whom the winged hierarch replied : \
“0O Adang! one almighty is, frora whom
All things proceed, and up to him return, 478

If not deprav’d from good, created all

Such wege?fepdon, one first matter all,

Endued with various forms various degrees .

Of sul and, in things that live, of life;

But niore refin’d, more spiritous, and pure, 478
As:nearer tg bim plac'd, or nearer teading,

Each in their several active spheres-assign’

Till body up to snirit work, in bounda
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Proportian’d to each kind. 8o from the root
Spnhgsklighwr the green stalk, from thence 4%

leaves
More airy, last the bright consummate flower
8pirits odorous breathes: flowers and their fruit,

’s nourishment, by gradual scale sublim’d,
The vital spirits aspire, to animal,
To intellectual ; give both life and sense, 488
Funcy and understanding ; whegce the soal

n receives, ard reason is her being,

Discoursive, or intuitive; discourse
Is oftest yours, the latter most is ours,
Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 490
‘Wonder not, then, what God for you saw good
ki I refuse not, but convert, as you, [
To Elmpersubsunce: time may come, when men
With angels may participate, and find *
No inconvenient diet, nor oo light fare ; 49
And from thesé corporal nutriments perhaps
Your bodies. may at last tum ail to spirit,
Improv’d by tract of time, and wing'd ascend
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice
Here or in heavenly Paradises dwell; . 500
if ye be found obedient, and retain
Unalterably firm his love entire,
Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy
Your fill what happiness this happy state
Can comprehend, incapable of more.” 506

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied :
“ O favourahle spirit, propitious t!
Well hast thon tanght the way that might direet
Qur knowledge, and the scale of nature set
From eentre to circumference, whereon, 510
In contemplation of created things,
By steps we may ascend to God. ‘But sy,

hat meant that caution join’d, ¢If ye be found
Obedient?’ can we want ience then
‘To him, or, postibly his love desert, 5
‘Who form’d u= from the dust, and plac’d’us here,
Full to the utmost measure of what bliss -
Human desires can geek or apprehend ?”

To whom the angel : “Son of heaven and earth;
Attend! That thou art happy, owe to God; 520

[ 4
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That thou continuest such, owe to thyself,
That 18, to thy obedience ; therein stand.
This was that caution given thee ; be advis'd.
God .nade thee perfect, not immutable ;
And good he made thee, but to persevere 53%
He left it in thy power; ordain’d thy will
By nature free, not overrul'd by fate
Inextricable, or strct necessity :
Our voluntary service he requires,
Not our necessitated ; such with him 530
Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how
Can hearts not free be tried whether they serve
Willing or no, who will but what they must
By destiny, and can no other choose ? .
yself, and all th’ angelic host that stand 535
In'sight of God enthron’d, our happy state
Boﬁ as you yours, while our obelzienee holds;
On other surety none ; freely we serve,
Because we freely love, as ir our will
'0 love or not ; 1n this we stand or fall : 540
some are fallen, to disobedience fallen, .
And so from heaven to deepest hell ; O fall
From what high state of bliss into what wo I”

To whom our t progenitor : “ Thy words
Attentive, and wxgrmore delighted ear y 5
Divine instructor, I have heard, than when
Cherubie songs by night from neighb’ring hills
Aerial music send : nor knew I not
‘To be both will and deed created free;

Yet that we never shall forget to love 5§50
Our Maker, and obey him, whose command

Single is yet so just, my constant thoughts

Assur'd me, and still assure : tho’ what thou teli’st
Hath pass'd in heaven, some doubt within me muve,
But more desire to hear, if thou consent, 555
‘The full relation, which must needs be strange,
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ;

And we have yet large day, for scarce the sun

Hath finishd half his journey, and scarce begins
His other half in the great zone of heaven.” 560

Thus Adam made request ; and Raphael,
Aﬂernhortyauua-::tl.mx.t,hupbegm-
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“Hi? matter thou enjoin’st me, O prime of men !
Sad task and hard ; for how shall [ relate
To human sense th? invisible exploits 565
Of warring spirits? how, without remorse,
The ruin of so man‘a glorious once,
And perfect while they stood ? how, last, unfold
‘The secrets of another world, perhaps .
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 57
This is dispens’d ; and what surmounts the reach
(B); llmma.n sense, [ shall delineate fzo,

ikening spiritual to corporal forms,
As may e')‘:gprgss them best ; though what if earth
Be but the shadow of heaven, and things therein,575
Each to other like, more than on earth is thought?

“ As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild
Reign’d where these heavens now roll, where eartlf
now rests
Upon her centre pois’d ; when, on a day,
&. or time, though in eternity, applied 580
'©0 motion, measures all things durable
By ‘f::sem‘ past, and future,) on such day
Asheaven’s great year brings forth, th’ empyreai host
Of angels, by imperial summons call’d,
Innumerabte, before th’ Almighty’s throne 585
Forthwith from all the ends of heaven appgar'd
Under their hierarchs in orders bright :
Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanc’d,
Standards and gonfalons *twixt van and rear,
Stfr;.lum in the air, and for distinction serve 590
ierarchies, of orders, and degrees ;
Or in their glittering tissues bear emblaz’d

Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love .
Recorded eminent. Thus, when in orbs

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 696
Orb within orb, the Father infinite,

By whom in biiss imbosom’d sat the Son,
Amidst, as from a flaming mount, whose
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake :

¢ ¢ Hear, all ye angels, progeny of light, 600
Thrones, domivzntions, pnneedon&. virtues, powers !
Hear my decree, which unrevok’d shall stand.

‘This day I have begot whom I declare
My only Son, and on this holv hill
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flim have anointed, whom ye now behold 605
At my right hand ; your head I him appoirt;

And by myself have sworn, to him shall bow

All knees in heaven, and shall confess him Lord .
Under L.is great vicégerent reign abide-

United «s one individual soul, 610
For ever happy. Him who disobeys, .

Me disobeys, breaks union, and tnat day,

Cast out from God and blessed vision, falls

Into utter darkness, deep ingulf”d, his place
Ordain’d, without redemption, without end. 615

8o spake th’ Omnipotent; and with his words
All seem’d well pleas’d ; all seem’d, but were not alk
That day, as other solemn days, the s{)em :
In song and dance about the saored{'q H
Mysticaul dance ! which yonder starry sphere 630
Oly;lanets and of fix’d in a]l her wheels
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate, s
Eccentric, intervolv’d, yet regular .

Then most, when most, irregular they seem

And in their motions harmony divine 625

So smooths her charming tones, that God’s own ear

Listens delighted. Evening now approach’d

(For we have also our evening and our morn,

We ours for change delectable, not need ;)

Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 630

Desirous ; all in circles as they stood, .

Tables are set, and on a sudden pil'd

With angel’s food, and rubied nectar flows

In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold,

Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of heaven. €35

©On flowers repos’d, and with fresh flowerets crown’d,

They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet

Quaff immortality and joy, secure

Of surfeit, where full measure only buounds

Excoss, before the all boumteous King, who shower’d

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641

Now, when ambrosial night with clouds éxhal’d

From that high mount of God, whence light and
: shade

S'mng' both, the face of brightest heaven had chang’d

o grateful ’t.wilight, (forl::?ght comes not there 645 -
{n darker veil,) and roseate dews dispas’d
All but th’ unsleeping eyes ) God to rest;
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Wide over all the plain, and wider far

Than all this globous earth in plain outspreaa,

s)S'uch are the courts of God,) th’ angelic throng, 650
ispers’d in bands and files, their camp extend

By living streams among the trees of life,

Pavilions numberless, and sudden rear'd,

Celestial tabérnacles, where they slept

Fann'd with cool winds, save those who in tneir course

Melodious hymns about the sov’reign throne 656

Alternate all night long: but not so wak'd

Satan (so call him now, his former name

Is heard no more in heaven;) he of the first,

If not the first archangel, great in power, 660

In fuvoar and pre-eminence, yet fraught

‘With en inst the Son of God, that day

Honour’dv{)y is great Father, and proclaim’d

Messiah, King anointed, could not bear, 664

Thro’ pride that sight, and thought himself impair’d.

Deep malice thence conceiving, and disdain,

Soon as midnight broufht on the dusky hour

Frriendliest to sleep and silence, he resolv’d

‘With all his legions to dislodge, and leave

Unworshipp’d, unobey’d the throne supreme,  67C

Contemptuous, and his next subordinate

A wak’ning, thus to him in secret spake :

&¢Sleep’st lot.l.\:u, companion dear! what sleep cun
cl

Thy eye-lids? and remember'st what decree

Of yesterday, so late hath pass’d the li 675

Of heaven’s Almighty. ou to me tﬁ; thoughts

‘Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont t’ impart ;

Both waking we were one ; how then can now

Thy sleep dissent ? New laws thou seest impos’] ;

New laws from him who reigns, new minds may
raise 680

In us who serve, new counsels, to debate

What doubtful may ensue : more in this place

To utter is not safe. Assemble thou

Of all those myriads which we lead the chief;

Tell them that by command, ere yet diin night 685

Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste,

And all who under me their banners wave,

Homeward with flying march where we possess

The quarters of the north : there to prepare
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Fit entertainment to receive our King,

The great Messiah, and his new commands,
Who speedily through all the hierarchies
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.’

“ So spake the false archangel, and infus’d
Bad influence into th’ unweary breast 696
Of his associate : he together calls,
Or several one by one, the regent powers, .
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught,
That, the Most High commanding, now ere nigat,
Now ere dim night had disincumber’d heaven, 700
The great hierarchal standard was to move;
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between
A mbiguous words and jealousies, to sound
Or taint integrity. But all obey’d
The wonted signal, and superior voice 705
Of their great potentate; for great indeed
His name, and high was his degree in heaven:
His count’nance, as the morning star that guides
The starry flock, allur’d them, and with lies
Drew after him the third part of heaven’s host. 710
Meanwhile th’ eternal eye, whose sight discerns
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount,
And from within the golden lamps that burn
Nightly before him, saw, without their light,
Rebellion rising ; saw, in whom, how spread 715
Among the sons of mornl; whla;hmulﬁt es
Were banded to oppose his high decree ;
And, smiling, to hln’s only Son thua said :

“<Son! thou in whom 1;;’ lory I behold
In full resplendence, Heir Aﬁ my might, 780
Nearly it now concerns us to be sure
Of our.omnipotence, and with what arms
We mean to hold what anciently we elaim
Of deity or empire ; such a foe
[s rising, who intends to erect his throne Kt
Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north ;
Nor #n content, hath in his thought to try,
Inbattle, what our power is, or our right.
1t us advise, and to this hazard draw
With ugeed what force is left, and all employ 730
In our defence, lest unawares we lose

Ths our high place, our sanctuary, our hill.’
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¢“To whom the Son, with calm aspect and clear, °
Lightning divine, ineﬂ'abl;‘.seune,
Maae enswer: ¢ Mighty Father ! thou thy foes 738
Julll{mm. in derision, and, secure,
Laugh’st at their vain design= and tumults vain;
Matter to me of giory, whom their hate
MNlustrates, when they see alt regal power
Given me to quell their pride, and in event 740
Know whether | be dext’rous to subdue :
Chy rebels, or be found the worst in heaven.

So spake the Son ; but Satan with his powers
Far was advanc’d on winged speed, an host
[nnumerable as the stars of night, 745
Or stars of morning, dew-drops, which the sun
Iripearls on every leaf, and every flower.

Regions they pass’d, the mighty regencies

Of seraphim, and potentates, and thrones,

In their triple degrees ; regions to which (L]
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more

Than what this %‘"’w is to all the earth,

And all the sea, from one entire iloboco '
Stretch’d into longitude ; which, having pass’d,

At length into the limits of the north - 86 -
They came; and Satan to his royal seat

High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount

Rais’d on a mount, with pyramids and towers

From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ;

The palace of great Lucifer, (so call 760
T'hat structure in the dialect of men

Interpreted,) which not long after he,

Affecting all equality with

[n imitation of that mount whereon

Messiah was deelar'd in sight of hoam; 768
The Mountain of the C tion call’d ;

For thither he assembled all his train,

Pretending so commanded, to consult

About the great reception of their King

Thither to come, with calumnious art ™0
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears s '

¢4 Throres, dominations, princedomas, virtues,
If thése mugnific titles yet remain ,

powers!
Not merely titular, since by decree
11
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Another now hath to himself engross'd 775
All power, and us eclips'd, under the name
Of King Anointed ; for whom all this haste
Of midnight march, and hurriea meeting here ;
This only to consult how we may best,
With what may be devis'd of honours new, 780
KMi'e'mmg' to ;eoem from us "

nee-tril et unpaid ; tion vile,

e, but double how

‘Too much to one, but d endurd, *
‘To one, and te his image mw‘;-a-.lnim’d?
But what if better counsels might erect 785

Our minds, and teach us to cast off this ycke ?

Wi ll ye submit your necks, and choose to bend

The supple knee ? Ye will not, if I trust

To know ye righL,‘ror if ye kmow yourselves

Natives and sons of heaven, possess’d before 790
By none, and if not equal all, dyot free,

Equally free; for orders and degrees

Jar not with liberty, but well consist.

Who can in reason then, or right, assume

Monarchy oyer such as live by m . 79¢
His equa{s, if in power and sple: less,

In freedom equal ? Or can introduce

Lax and edict on us, who without law

Err not? much less for this to be our Lord,

And look for adoration, to th’ abuse 800
Of those imperial titles, which assert

Our being ordain’d to govern, not to serve I’

¢ Thus far his bold discourse without control
Had audience ; when among the se im
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal ador’'d 808
The Deity, and divine commands obey’d,
Stodl up, and,in a flame of zeal severe, .
The current of his fury thus oppos’d :

% ¢ O argument blasphemous, false and proud !
Words :‘;'hich no ::;l t;_ver “:h hear in heaven 810
Expected, least of all from ingrate,

In place thyself so-high above thy peers.

Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn

The juat lecree of God, pronounc'd and sweorm, " - **
That to his only Son, by right endu'd . 815
With regal sceptre, every soul in heaven
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Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due .
Confess him rightful King? Unjust, thou say’st, °
Flatly unjust, to.bind with laws the free,

And equal over equals to let reign,

One over all with upsucceeded gower.

Shalt thou give law to God? Shalt thou disputa
‘With him the points of liberty, who made

‘Thee what thou art, and form’d the powers of heaven
Buch as he pleag’d, and circumscrib’d their being ? -
Yet, by experience taught, we know Low good, 836
And o? our good, and of our digl;::’y '
How provident he is; how far thought

‘T'o make us less, bent rather to éxalt .

Our happg state, under one head more near 830
United. But to grant it thee unjust, . :
That u}unl over equals monareh reign :

Thyselt, thougli great and gloriods, dest thou count,
Orall ani:llic nature join’d in one,
Equal to hum, begotten Son? by:wham, . 835

As by his Word, the mighty Father made

All things, even thee; and all the spirits of heaven
By him created in their bright degrees,

Crown’d them with glory, and to their glory nam’d
Thrones, domi'nﬁonstnncodoma, virtues, powers,
Essential powers, nor by his reign obscur'd, . 841
But more illustrious made ;..since he, the

One of our number thus reduc’d becomes ;

His laws our laws ; all honour to him done

‘Returns our own. Cease then this impious rage,

And tempt not these; but hasten to ap) 84¢
TH’ incensed Father, and th’ incensed g:n,
While pardon may be-found, in time besought.’

“ So spake the fervent angel; but his zeal

None seconded, as out of season judg’d, 8560

Or singular and rash; whereat reioic’d

Th’. apostate, and more haughty thus replied : .

¢ That we were form’d then say’st thou ? and the work

Of secondary hands, by task transferr’d . ,

From Father to his Son ? Strange point and new !

Doctrine which we would know whence learn’d, whe
saw - 856

When this creation was? rememberst thou

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being?
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We know no time. when we were not as now ;
Know none before ws, self-begot, self-rais’d 369
By our own quik’ning power, when fatal ccurse
’ﬂyndcircledhlsfullorb,thebinhmm
8furthi.'om native heaven, ethereal -;:.h
run-uneeuouron; our own right hand
8 teach us hi deeds, by proof to 865
Whoinouréquﬁen t.houb!hkbehold",
x’hethc:nydsu lcuv:;womud
i o begirt th’ Almighty
Beseeching or besieging, "ll‘:::?bn,
These tidings carry to th’ ancinted King; . 870
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight.’

;'Henid,und,uthewmdofvlmdeep,
Hoarse murmur echoed to his words applause
‘The iming sorapy, eariio, hiagh alone.

° ing sera alone 875
Encompass’d round with foes, thus answer’d bold :

“ ¢O alienate from Grod, O spirit aceurs’d,
Forsaken of all ! I see thy fall
Pemin’d’d] thy hapless crew invelv'd
n this perfidious fraud, contagion spread
Both of thy crime and punishment : henceforth
No mere be troubled how to quit the yoke
Of God’s Messiah ; those ind laws
‘Will not be now veuchs«d: dotrees
%ﬁm’ t thee are gone forth without recall 3 885
“That sceptre, which-thou didst reject,
Is now an iron rod to braiss and bredk
Thy disobedience. Weil thou didst advise ;
Yet uot for thy advice or threats I fly
These wieked tents devoted, lest the wrath 890
fmpendent, raging into sadden flame;
Distinguish not : for soon expect to feel
is thunder en thy head, devouring fire.
g v who created thee lamenting learn,
When who ¢an uncreate thee thou shalt know 895

8o spake the seraph Abdiel, faitlifal toand
'*ﬁ::ong the fnil.hlel:s, f‘}thul onlyhe
ong innnmerable false, unmov'a,
Undmim. unseduc’d. unterrified,
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His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 800
Nor numlgr, nor fxample, ::l.h him wrough.

‘To swcrve from truth, or change his constant mind,
‘Though .in.ile. From amidst them forth he pass'd, -
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustain’d
Superior, nor af vialence fear’d ought ;. 905
And with rotorted scorn his back he turn’d

Oa those proud towers to swift destruction doom’d.

v

. END OF BOOK FIFTH.
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BOOK VI

' THE ARGUMENT.

Ruphael continues to relate horw .lwhd ond Gabrid
wmmufmhubmk-icnd
The first fight describe
retire under night. Hudbamml,mdndub
engines, which in the second day’s fight put Michaed
and his angels to some disorder - but they at
pulling up mountains, overwhelmed both the force and
wmachines of sutan. ¥et the. twmvll not so eyding,
God on the tharu uynnu.buuwhku Son, for
whom he had reserved the glory of that tory e,
in the power of his Falker, coming to
cmdngaﬂﬂakgm:u:wotdlmmherﬁdc,
with Ais chariot end thunder driving into the midst
of his enemies, pursues them, unable to ruiu,lowwd:
wall ojlumm which opening, they leap
wilhlwrroraud confusion mthcplueofmb
ment prepared for them in the deep. Messiah returns
with triumph to his Father.

?
3]

* All night the dreadless angel, unK:med,
Through heaven’s wide champain held his way ; till

Wak'd bynl‘.‘:e ci hours, with rosy hand
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave
Within the mount of God, fast by his throne, [
Where light and darkness in pemml round
Lodge l:»d dislodge by turns, w! makes through

eaven
Grateful vicissituds, like day and night ;
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Light issues forth, and at the other deor ’

Qbsequious darkness enters, till her how 10

To veil the heaven, though darkness there might well

Beem lwiill; ht here l;e:nd now went forth the mo

Such as ighest heaven, array'd in gold !

Empyreal ; from before her vanih’d ngtlg‘:u,

8hot thro’ with orient beams ; when all the plain, 18

Coverd with thick embattled squadrons briéu,

Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery steeds,

Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view.

‘Wax he perceiv’d, war in roc.mct, and found,

Already known, what he for news had thought 90

To have reported : gladly then he mix’d

Among those friendly powers, who him reesiv'd

With joy and acclamations loud, that one,

That of soomaay myriads fallen, yet one

.ll!‘;teunll’d ;I‘Ot Ill)lu.h On to the sacred hill 26
y led him high applauded, and present

Befors tbe seat supreme ; from whence a voice,

From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was heard

% ¢ Servantof God! well done, well hast thou fought
The better ﬁf':k who single hast maintain’d 30
i t.h,r?'o .qulﬁt 1des d:: eauuh
truth, in word mightier arms
And for the testimony of truth hd:{wno :
Oniversal reproach, far worse to bear
Than violenee; for this was all thy cave 35
To stand approv’d in sight of God, though worlds
Judg’d thee perversa : the easier eonz_‘uul now
Remains thes, nided by this host of friends,
Back to thy foes more glorious to retarn,
Than scorn’'d thou didst depart, and to subdue 40
By. force, who rearon for their law refuse,
Bulghti:im for their lu;, and for their king
essiah, w right of merit rei
Go, Michul,hg? celestial armies pri‘::a,
And thou, in military prowess next, 45
Giabniel, lead forth to battle these my sons
Invincible ; lead forth my armed saints,
By thousands and by iillions rang’d for fight,
Equal in number to that crew
Rebellious ; then with fire and hostile arms 50
Rearless assault, and to the brow of heaven .
Pursuing; drive them out.from God -und bliss
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Into their place of punishment, the
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide
His fiery Chaos to receive their fall.’ 56

“So spake the Sovereign voice, and clouds began
‘To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll
In d wreaths, reluctant flames, the sign
Of wrath awak'd ; nor with less dread the ioud
Ethereal trumpet from on high ’gan blow : 60
At which command the powers militant,
That stood for.heaven, in mighty quadrate join d
Of union irresistible, mov’d on
In silence their bright legions, to the sound = <+ .
Of instrumentai harmony, that breath’d (-]
Heroic ardour to advent’rous deeds, -
Under their godlike leaders, in the cause
Of God and his Messiah. On they move
Indissolubly firm ; nor obvious hil
Nor strait’ning vale, nor wood, nor stream divides 70
Their perfect ranks ; for high above the ﬂonnd
Their march was, and the passive air upoore
Their nimble tread ; as when the total ki
Of birds, in orderly array, on wing, .
Came, summon’d over Eden, to receive 78
Their names of thee ;. 80 over many a tract
Of heaven they mareil’d, and many a province wide
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At last,
Far in th’ horizon, to the north, appeard :
From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretch'd 80
In battailous aspect, and nearer view '
Bristled with upright beams innumerable
Of rigid spears, and: helmets throng'd, and shields
Various, with boastful argument portray'd
The banded powers of Satan, hasting on 86’
‘Wi ith furious expedition ; for they ween'd

y
‘That self-same day, b t, or b: mmriu.
To win the moumyof &ffh and on%xis rone
‘T'd set the envier of his state, the gmnd . :
Aspirer ; but their thoughts prov'd fond and vain 90
In the midway : though 1o us it seem’d
At first, that angel should with angel war,
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet
80 oft in festival cf joy and love

Unanimous, as sons of one great 95
Hymoing €l eternal Fathes.  But the shout
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Of battle now began, and rmshing sound

Of onset ended soon cach mild:;gthought.

High in the midst, exalted as a god, .
‘Th’ apostate in his sun-bright churiot sat, 100
1dol of majesty divine, enclos’d .

With flaming cherubim and golden shieids;

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for notr
*T'wixt host and host but narrow space was left, -

A dreadful interval, and front to front . . 105
Presented stood in terrible arra

Of hideous:length ; before the cloudy van,

On the rough edge of battle ere it join’d,

BSatan, with vast and haughty strides, advaned,
Came tow’ring, arm’d in adamant amtl gold. . 110
Adbdiel that sight endur’d not, where he stood
Among the mightieat, bent on highest deeds, .

And thus his own undaunted heart explores: *

4 ¢0 heaven! that such resemblance of the highest
Should yet remain, where faith and reality 116
Remain not : wherefore should not strength and might
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prove
‘Where. bolaest, though to sight unconquerable 2.

-His puissance, trusting in th’ Almighty’s aid,

I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 120
Unsound and false ; nor is it ought but just,

That he who in debate of truth ﬁat.h won,

Should win in arms, in both disputes alike

Viector ; though brutish that eontest and foul,
‘When reason hath to deal with force, yet so - . 126
Most xgason is that reason overcome.’

“§o pondering, and from his arm’d peers. ..
Forth sg)pping O[;posiw half way he met
His daring foe, at this prevention more
Incens’d, and thus securely him defied:. . -. . 130

« ¢Proud, art thou met? thy hope m to have
reach'd ’

‘The height of thy aspiring unoppos’d, .
The thg’l:eef G(y»d uggul:‘;ded, and his side -
Abandon’d at the terror of thy power St
Or potent tongus : fool, not.to think how vain 138
inst th’ Omnipotent to rise jn arme;. .- . .|
put..of.mulluﬁ.thinp could withoutiend.,.;: ..



80 PARADISE LOSf. {Beok V¢

Have rais'd ineeua.n' y t lnlmliuhto defeat

Thy folly ; of with solitary hand,

Reayd\ing {)eyond all limit, at one blow 140
Uhaided could have finish'd taee, and whelm'd

Thy legions wnder darkness. But thou seest '
All'are not of thy train ; there be who faith

Prefer, and piety to God, though then

I'o thee not visible, when I alone 145
Seem’d in thy world erroneous to dissent

From all; my sect thou seest ; now learn too late
How few sometimes may know, when thousands err.?

“ Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance,
‘Thus answer'd: ‘il for thee, but in wish’d hour 150
Of my revenge, first sought for, thou return’st =
From flight, seditious angel, to receive
Thy merited reward, the first m&s
Of this right hand provok’d, since first that to!
(nlg:al with contradiction, durst oppose
A third part of the gods, in synod met
Their deities to assert, who, while they foel
Vigour divine within them, can allow

ipotence to none. But well thou com’st
Before thy feows, ambitious to win 160
From me some plume, that thy success may show
Destruction to the rest: this pause between
Unanswer’d lest thou boast) to let thee know ;

t first I thought that liberty and heaven
To heavenly souls had been all one ; Lut now 165
I see that most through sloth had rather serve,
Minist’ring spirits, train’d up in feast and sopg ;
Such hast thou arm’d, the minstrelsy of heaven,
8ervility with freedom to contend, 1
As Loth their deeds compared this day shall prove?

¥ To whom in brief thus Abdiel stern replied :
¢ Apostate, still thou err’st, nor end wilt find

Of erring, from the path of truth remcte s e
Unjustly thou deprav’st it with the name

Of servitude, to serve-whom God ordains, 175
Or Nature; God and Nature bid the same,

‘When he who rules worthiest, and excels

Themy whom he governs. This is servitude,

To serve th’ unwise, or him ‘who hath rebeil’d
Againit his worthier, as thine now serve thes, 190

155

L]
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Thyself not free, but to thyse:f inthral'd ;

Yet lewdly dar’st our minist’ring u braid.

Reign thou in hell, thy kingrlom ; let me serve

In heaven God ever bless’d and his divine

Behests obey, worthiest to be obey’d ; 185
Yet chains in hell, not realms expect ; meanwhile
From me return'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight,
This greeting on thy impious crest receive.?

“So saying, a noble strcke he lifted high,

. Which hung not, but so swift with tempest fell 190
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight, .
Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield,
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge
go back recoil’d : the tenth on bended knee 95

is m spear upstay’d ; as if on earth 1
Wind::?de??romg;, g; waters foreing way,
Sidelong had push’d a mountain from his seat,

Half sunk with all his pines. Amazement sciz’d

The rebel thrones, but greater rage to see

Thus foil'd their mightiest ; ours joy fill'd, and uhom,
of victory, and fierce desire 20

Of battle : whereat Michael bid sound

Th’ archangel trumpet : through the vast of heaven

It sounded, and the faithful armies rung

Hosannah to th’ Highest; nor stood at gaze 205

The adverse legions, nor less hideous join’d

The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose,

And clamour such as heard in heaven till now

Was never ; arms on armour clashing bray’d

Horrible discord, and the madding wheels 210

Of brazen chariots rag’d ; dire was the noise

Of conflict ; over head the dismal hiss

Of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew,

Anwmi, vaulted either host with fire.

8o under fiery cope ther rush’d 2w

Both battles main, with ruinous assault

And inextinguishable rage ; all heaven

Resounded, and had earth been then, all earth

Had to her centre shook. What wonder ? when

Millions of fierce encount’ring angels fovght 290

On either side, the least of whom could wield

These elements, and arm him with the foree

Of all their regions: how much more of power

Army aguinst army numberless to raise



182 .PARADISE LOST.  [Baok FL

Dreadful comoustion warring, and disturb, 285
Though not destroy, their bappy native seat ;
Had not th’ eternal King omnipotent
Frorr his strong hold of heaven high overrul’d
And limited their might ; though number’d such
As each: divided legion might have seem’d - 230
o A numerous host, in strength each arm’d hand
A legion, {ed in fight, yet leader seem’d,
Each. warrior singe as in chief, expert
When to advance, or stand, or turn the sway
Of battle, open when, and when to close 238
The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight,
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed
That argued fear ; each on himself relied,
s only in his arm the moment lay .
victory. Deeds of eternal fame 240
Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread :
That war and various, sometimes on firm ground
A standing ﬁihv., then, soaring on main wing,
Tormented all the air; all air seem’d then
Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale s
The battle hung ; till Satan, who tnat day E
Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms ..
No equal, ranging throu%h the dire attack
Of fighting seraphim confus’d, at length
Saw where the sword of Michael smote and fell’d 250
Squadrons at once : with huge two-handed sway,
Rrandish’d aloft, the horrid ‘5@3 came down
Wide wasting; such destruction to withstand
He hasted, and oppos’d the rocky orb
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, WS
A vast circumference. At his approach .
The great archangel from his warlike. toil
Surceas’d, and glad, as hoping here to end
Intestine war in heaven, t{,' arch-foe subdu’d,
Or-captive dragg’d in chains, with hostile frown, 20
* And visage all inflam’d, firit thus began : .

« ¢ Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt,
Unnam’d in heaven, now plenteous,.as thou secest
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all,

Thou&h' heaviest by just measure on thyself 968
And thy adherents: how hast thou disturb’d .
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought. - .
Misery, uncreated till the crime Lt

.
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Of thy rebellion? how hast thou inistili'd

Thy malice into thousands, once lgright 70
And faithful, now prov’d false? But think not here
T'o trouble holy rest ; heaven casts thee out

From all her confines. Heaven the seat of bliss,
Brooks not the works of violence and war: -
Hence then, and evil go with thes along, 75
Thy offspring, ta the place of evil, hell, :
Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils,
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom, '
Or som2 more sudden vengeance, win%’d from God,
Precipitate thee with augmented pain!’ - 280

“ So spake the prince of a ; to whom thus
The adversary : ¢ Nor think thou with wind
Of airy threats to awe whom yet with deeds g
‘Thou canst not. Hast thou turn’d the least of thesd
To flight, or if to fall, but that theygrise WS
Onvanquish’d, easier to transact with me .
That thou shouldst hope, imperious, and with threats’
To chase me hence ? err not that so shall end
The strife which thou call’st evil, but we styls
The strife of glory ; which we mean to win, 290
Or turn this heaven itself into the hell
Thou fablest, here however to dwell free,
[f not to reign : meanwhile thy utmost force,
And join him nam’d Almighty to thy aid,
I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh.’ 298

“They ended parle, and both address’d far fight -
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tongue
Of angels, can relate, or to what things
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift

Human imagination to such height 300°

Of godlike power?. for likest gods they seem’d,
Stood they or mov'd, in stature, motion, arme;
Fiit to decide the.empire of great heaven. -
Now wav’d their fiery swords, and in the air
Made horrid circles ;.two broad suns their shields.
Blaz’d opposite, while expectation stood = -
In horror ; from éach hand with speed retird,
Where erst was thickest fight, th” angelic throng,
And left [arge fields unsafe within the wind

Of such commotign ; such as, to set forth - ‘3w

Great things by small, if.‘gngm'- concord broke
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Amon% the tonstellations war were sprung,
T'wo planets rushing from aspect malign
Of fiercest opposition in mid-sky
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound,
T er both with next ¢’ Almighty arz 31e
Uplifted eminent, one stroke they aim’d

t might determine, and not need repest,
As not of power at'ence ; nor odds appeard
In might or swift prevention : but the sword 320
Of Michael, from the armoury of God,’ ’
Was givenhim temper’d so, that neither keen
No¥ solid might resist that edge : it met
The sword of Satan with steep force to smite
Deseending, andin half cut sheer ; nor stay’d, 324
But with swift - wheel reverse, deep ent’ring shar’d
All his right side : ‘then Satan first knew pain,
And' *d hivi to and fro convolv'd ; so sore
Thé grinding sword with discontinuous wound
Pass’d thro’ him ; but th® etheréal substance clos'd.
Not lorig divisible; and from the gash 33
A stream of nect'rous humour issumg flow’d Co
Sanguine, such as celestial spirits may bleed,
And all his armour stain’d ere while so bright.
Forthwith on all sides to his aid was run
By angels many and strong, who interpoe’d
Defence, whilé others bore him on their shields
Back to his chariot, where'it stood retr’d
Préfn off the files of war® there they him laid’
Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame, 340
To find himself not matchless, and his pride
Humbled by such rebuke, so far bencat!
His confidence to equal God in power. °
Yet soon he heal'd ; for spirits that live throughout
Vitdl in every part, not as frail man 345
In entralls; heatt or head, liver or reins,
Cantnot bus by-annihilating die; .
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound
Receive, no'more than can the fluid air:
All hieart they live, all head, all ¢ye, all ear, 350
All intellect, all sense ; and as they;ﬁ)lem,
They limb themselves, and colour, shape, or

as likes them best, condense or rare.

“ Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserv’d
Memorial, where the mighv.‘ o Gabriel fought, 848
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And with fierce ensigns piercid tha array- . |
Of Motoch, furious king ; who him defied, .. -, i
And at hrs chariot-wheels to him bound . ..
Threaten’d, nor from the Holy One of h=aven
Refrain’d his tongue blasphemous : but anon, - 368
ﬁo:n cloven to 'i: t‘[”e:izct’l lwilh shatgr’z;nhm St
nd uncouth pai owing. Or. wiag::
Uriel and R:‘pﬁ‘:{ his vaumin:;%oe, i
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond axmid,, -
Vanquish’d- Adramelech and Asmadai, . . . 36§
Two potent thrunes, that to t less than goda .. °
Disdain’d, but meaner thoughts learn’d in their flight
Mangled with ghastiy wounds thro’ plate and mail,/
Nor stood unmindfuj. Abgiel to annoy Wt
The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow . . 370
Ariel and Arioch, and the, violence . .
Of Ramiel, scorch’d and blasted, overthrew. .-
[ might relate of thousands, and their names 1 -
Eternize here on earth ;_ but thosa-elect . s
Aniels, contented with their fame in heaven; .. 37&
Seek not the praise of men: the other sort,
In might though wondrous, and.in acts.of . war, -

Nor of renown less eager, yet bydoom . . .- ..~
Cancel'd from'heaven and sacred memary, . . . -
Numeless in dark oblivion let them-dwell. 380

For strength, from.truth divided and from just, -
lAlla(l;dable, nought melri_tis but dispraise ..
nd ignominy, yet to glory aspires . -
Vain glorious and threagh infamy secks fame: -
Therefore eternal silence be their doom, , 388

“And now their mightiest. quelld, the battle
swerv'd, L

With many an inroad gor’d : deformed rout
Enter’d, and foul disorder ; all the ground ..
With shiver'd armour strown, and on a heap. .. .
Chario: and charioteer lay overturn’d, -390
And fiery foaming steeds; what stood, recoil'd,
Q'erwearied, through the faint Satanic host -
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surpris'd,

Then first with fear surpris’d and sense of pain, © -
Fled ignominious, te such evil brought 396
By sin of disobedience, till that hour -
%Hiab]e to fear, or flight, or pain.

Far othe: wise, th’ inviolable saints
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In cubic phalanx firm advanc’d ontivs, =~ - ' .
Invulnerable, impenetrably.armd ; o 400
Such high advantages their innecencs - - '
Gave them above their foes, not to have sinp'd,
Not to.have disobey’d ; in fight they stood - '
Unwearied, unobnoxious to he pain’'d - 404
By weund, tho’ from their place by viclerce mov'd.

“Now night her oom;;ulrgtn, and ova:l: heaven
Inducing darkness, grateful truce impoe’
And silence on the 6‘:!?6\): din of war:
Dnder her cloudy covert both retir'd,
Victor and vanquish’d. On the foughten field 410
Kncaraping, placd i §iard thele.waichos rousd,

ing, n their es

Chembl':cusaving fires : on th’ other .
Satan with his rebellious disappear’d, :
Far in the dark dislodg’d ; and, void of rest, 418
His potentates to council call'd by night;
And in the midst thus undismay’d began ¢

“¢Q now in danger tried, now known in arms
Not to be overpower'd, companions dear,
Found worthy not of libertz alone, 440
‘Yoo mean pretence, but, what we more affect,
Honout, dominion, glory, and renown;
‘Who have sustain’d one day in doubtful fight,
gvlnd if one day, why not eternal days?) :

hat heavens’s Lord had powerfullest to send 428
Aguinst us from about his throne, and judg'd
g:‘ﬁcienl to subdue :j:: to his wi

ves net 80: then fallible, it seems, -
of ﬁg:u we may deer him, though till now .
Omniscieat thouglit. Ttue is, less firmly arm’d, 430
Some disadvantage we endur'd and pain, )
Till now not known, but known, as soon contemnd ;
Since now we find this our empyrenl form *
e o o,
mperi and, though piere’d. with w

Soop: closing, and b( native vigour heaPd. =
Of evil then s0 small, as easy think: ¢
‘The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms,
Weapons more violent, when next we meét, "~ *
May serve to better us, and worse our foes, - 440
Or equal what between us mad. the odds, -
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In patare none: if other hidden cause Lo
Left them superior, while we can preserye . . °
Unhurt our minds and understanding sound, =
Due search and consultation will disclose.’ . .~ 448

“Hesat; and in th’ assembly next upstood. = *
Nisroch, of principalities the prime ;. A
As one hae stood escap’d from crusl ﬁght,

Sore toil'd, bis riven arms to havoc bewn,

And clawdy in aspect thus answ'ring e: 450

¢Deliverer. from new Lords; leader to free .. . ..,

Enjoyment of our right as gods ; yet hard

For gods, and too unequal werk we.find, -

Against uneqyal arms to fight in pain, .., . -

Against unpain’d, impassive ; from which evil 463

Ruin must peeds, engnﬁg;h for :-_ll:l“ avails d Co

Yalour.ur strength, though matchless, quell’d with pai

Which all su(:fues, and makes i'ee::x,sz the huld-lm

Of mightiest? Sense of pleasure'we may well . ¢

Spare out of life perhaps, and not xepine, - - 460

gut live contgnt, whichi;ﬂxocdmﬁﬁ o,
ut pain is perfeot wisery, worst

of egiuis,n msal:stsive, overturns |

All paticnce. He who, therofore,can invent . .

With what mgre forcible we may offend L 1 ]

Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm -

OQurselves with like defence, to me deserves

Na less than for deliverance what we owe.

 Whereto with laok compos'd Satan replied ;
¢Not uninvented that, which thoy aight ,470
Believ'st so main to our success, I b , .
Which of.us who behalds the bright surface - 4
Of thjs etherequs moyld whereon we M-nm} o .
This continent of ?amo\u heaven, adorpd , 474
With plant, fruit, flower ambrosial, gems, and gold ;
Whose eye so superficially surveys G -
Fheso thirigs, as not 1o.mind from whence they grow:
Decp under ground, materials dark and crude,
Ofs‘ﬁiritous and fiery spume, till touch’d
With heaven’s ray temper’d, they shoot forth
So beauteous, o ‘ing to the ambient light? 481
These in their dark nativity the . T
Shall ﬁ'ield us pregnant with infe flame ;
Which o hullow engines@l:ngzmd rownd

.

[y
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Thick-ramm’d, %t th*other bore with: touch of fire -
Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth v 486
From fur, with ing noise, among our foss
Buck implemcnuofmischgicﬂ asshall dash- -~ -
To pieces, and o’erwhelm whatever stands
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarmm’d’ 490
The Thund’rer of his only dreaded bol.. '
Nor long shall be our labour; yet ere-dawn
Effect end our wish. Meanwhile revive ;
Abandon fear; to strength and counsel joind -
Think nothing hard, much less to be despair'd.’ 495
“He ended, and his words their drooping cheer
ighten’d, and their languish’d hoie revivd, -/
Th invefition all admir’d, and each-how he e
To be th’ inventor miss’d ; so easy it seem'd , -
Once fourid; which yet unfound, most would have
thought "' - : - 500
Impossible : yet haply of thy race, S
In future days, if malice should abound,
Some one, intent on mischief, or inspi
With devilish machination, might devise e
Like instrument to plagie the sons of mén - 505
For sin, dn- war trutual slaughter bent. o
Forthwith from eouticil to the work they flew;
None arguing steod ; ‘innumerable hands
Were ready; ina moment up they turn’d :
Wide the eeléstinf soil, and saw benesth - - 510
Th’ originals of nature in their crude o
ound, they ming. with gubtigart, = "’
Congocwd and uzjnl;% théy reduc’d © - -
T'o blackést grain, and into store sonvepd: - - 615
Part hidden veins digg” | tip (nor hath this earth
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone,
‘Whereof to found their engines and their balls
Of missive ruin ; part incentive reed - o
Provide, pernicious with one touch tofire. - 529
8o all ere day-gpring, under conscious night, -~
Becrot they finish’d and in order'set,
With silent circumspection unespied. .

g

“ Now when fair morn orient in heaven appear'a,
Up rose the victor angels, and to arms 585
Tgemﬁnwmmng: in arms they stood
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Of golder pnﬁ yrefalgens host, .~ .
Soon banded ers from the dawning hills -
Look’d round. nnd scouts each couthgbwm’d soout
an desery the distant fos, - 530
Wlwre odg’d, or wlmher fled, or if for fight, *. : /
ll}lnr';louon cr in halt: hnntoonlh‘f’ym:l:) o
er spread ensigns moving nigh, in slaw:
But ﬂrmpgumlion back with -peoduu-d R
Zophiel, of cherubim the swiftest wing, . 533
Cnmeﬂymg,andmmdw;hndthuaund:

“ ¢ Arm warriors, arm for fight ; the fee at bhand, *.
Whom fled we th c,wdligauulongp\nw
‘This day ; fear not his fight ; so thick a clow -

He eomes, and settied tled in his face [ ses - Lo a0
8ad resolution and seéure ; let each - :
His adamantine coat gird vell, and each

Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shicld, - -
Borne even or high; for this day will powdown,

If1 conjecture ought, no drizeling snower,
But ratding storm o:' arrows barb'd wnh &e.

“So warn'd he ther., aware t.hemseltu; nnd noh
In order, quit of all impediment ; . H
instant without disturb they v.ook alarm, .
And onward move embattled : when behoid - 65"
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe - ..
Approaching, gross and lmgo, in hollow cube - -..-
Training his devilish enginry, impal’d e
On every side with shadowing squadrons deep,

To hide the fraud. At interview both stood 5“
Awhile ; but suddenly at head appeard - -
Slun,lnddluswu eardeulmnnndmglmlde

“¢ Vanguard, to right and laﬁl.boffontunﬁﬂd;
That all may see wh%hhate us, how we seek ’
Peace and composure, and with open breast. - 568
Btand ready to receive them, if they like - - i .
Our overture, and turn not back perverse: * "
But that I doubt ; however, witness beaver,

Heaven witness thoa anon, while we duchlrp
Freely our part, ye who appointed stand, m
Oo'as you have'in charge, and briefly touely ' * -
.th we propound, and loud thal may hel.r’
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“ 8o scoffing in uuhg-n- wordy, be
Had ended, “'ghcn to rieht and left the
Divided, and to either retird;, . . 57@
‘Which to our eyes discover'd, new nnd strange,
A triple mounted row of m"
On wheela (for like to most they seem’d
Or hollow’d bodies made of oak or fir,
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell’d). 515
&-us, iron, stony mould, had not their mouthl
th hideous onfice gap’d on us wide,
Ponendmg hollow truce: at each behind
A_seraph steod, and in his hand a reed Ce
Stood waving tpt with fire: while we. 590
Collected stood within our thoughts amus’
Not ]::i for suddan all at once their leedl
‘and (o a marrow vent applied -
Wn.h nicest touch. Immediate in a flame, 584
But soon obscur’d with smoke, all heaven & d,
From those deer-l.hmted eagines belch’d, w. roa»
Embowel’d with outrageous noise the air,
And all ber entrails tore, g foul
Their devilish glut, chain’d thunderbolts and hail
Of iron globes.; which on the victor host 6590
Levell’d, with such impetuous fury smote,
That whom they hit, none on their feet might stand, %
Though standing else as rocks, but down they feli
Tnel.bousands, angel 6a archangel rollld ;
sooner for their arms; unarm’d y might 5956
Have easily as spirits evaded swift
y quick contraction or remove ; but how
dissipation follow’d and forc'd rout ;
Nor serv'd it to relax their serried files.
‘What should they do ? if on they rush’d, npnh.ﬂ)o
Repeated, and indecent overthrow
Doubled, would render them yet more despis’d,
And to their foes a laughter ; for in view
8seod rank’d of im another row,
In posture to displode their second tire 603
Of thunder : bac! de&tted to return
They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight,
to his mates thus in derision call’d ;

‘“O friends ! ;vhy come not on thess . victon
Ere while d{ey fierce were coming ; and when we 616
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o entertdin them fair with open feont N
And breast, (what could we more ?) propounded terms
Of composition, straight they chang’d their minds, .
Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell, 614
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they seem’d
Somewhat extravagant and wild, pethaps™ - ' . '
For joy of offer'd peace: but I suppose, -

if our proposals once again were

‘We should compel them to a ql}ick result.’

¢ To whom thus Belial in like gamesome mood : 620
¢ Leader! the termis we sent were terms of weight,
Of hard contents, and full of force urg’d home,

Such as we might perceive amus’d them all,

And stumbled many; who receives them right,

Had need from head to foot well understand ; €335
Not understood, this gift they have besides,

They show us when our foes walk not upright.’

“ So they among themselves in pleasant veinx .
Stood scoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts beyend -
All doubt of victory ; eternal might €30
To match with their inventions they presum’d
8o easy, and of his thundes made a
And LH his host derided, while they s
Awhile in trouble : but they stood not long;

Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms
Against such hellish mischief fit t’ oppose. 636
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power,
Which God hath in his mighty angels plac’d) .- -
Their arms away they threw, and to-the hills

g;_or earth hath this variety from heaven -840
% Klmutrhe .li't:t?w'in hill and t{:le) thev &

ight as the lightning glimpse they ran, ow *»
Frﬁm their ﬁ)undationsg:oos’ni u’)' and froey g
They pluck’d the seated hills with all their load,
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ahm:'pl 648
Uplifting bore them in their hands. ’
Be sure, and terror seiz'd the rebel host, ’
When congige towards them so dread they saw -
‘The bot the mountains upward turn'd ;

Fill on those cursed engines triple-row

They saw them whelm’d, and all their confidence
Under the weight of mountains buried desp; - * -
Themselves invaded next, and on their hoads = .*
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Main promonterids flung, which-in the aiv = 6544
1Came shadowing, and oppress’d whole legions arm’d
[Laeir armour felp’d sheir harm, 'd in Ane °
[nto their substance pent, which wrougix them pain
Implacable, and many a dalorous groan, .
Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind
Out of such prison, though spirits'of purest light,
Purest at firat, now. gross bi' sinning grown. 661
The rest, in imitation, to :.I' b? m'm; e
Betook them, and the neighbyrt ills uptore ;
So hills amid the air cnmunur::fhills, .
Hurl'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 668
Fhat under ground they fought in dismal shade;
Infernal noise ; war seem’d a civil game
‘To this uproar ; horrid confusion heap'd
gpon confusion rose. And now all heaven .
ad gone to wrack, with ruin overspread, . . 620
Had not th’ almighty Father, where he sits
Shrin’d in his sanctuary of heaven secure, . .
Lonsulting ou the sum of thi foreseen
‘This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd ;.
That his great purpose he might so fulfil, . 7b
‘To honour his aneinted Son aveng’d .
Upon his enemies, and to declare .
All power on him transferr’d ; whence to his Sor
Th* assessor of his.throne, he thus began :

.o , . A

«¢< Effalgence of my gl Son belov'd, 689
Son, in whose face B e beheld, - ,
Visibly, what by deity | am,

And in whose hand what by decree 1 do,

Second Omnipotence; two days are past, .

Two dl\?‘ as we compate the days of heaven, 683
Since Michael and his powers went forth 10 tame
Thesb disobedient: sore haih been their fight, -

As likeliest was, when two such foss met arm’a ;
For to themselves 1 left them, and thou know’st,
Equal in their creation they w 2re form'd, |, 69}
Save what sin hiath impair'd, which yet 1 ath wrougia
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom; :
Whence au;gerpuual fight they~needs must last
Endlass, no solution . will be found.

War wearied hath perfarm’d what war can do, 694
And to disorder’d mge let jopae the reins, . .




Bbok V£ PAKADISR 'LESE. 1481
With mmnt:ﬁkn's as with weapdiis arm’d, -whiokT

makes Y

Wil work in heaven, and dangereus o the main,
Two aays are therefore pass'd, the third is thine;
For thee I have ordain’d it, and thus far 700,
Have suffer'd, that the glory may be thine - -
Of ending this great war, since none but Thou
Can endit. Into thee such virtue and grace
Immense [ have transfus'd, that all may know
Int heaven and hell thy ‘power abbve compdre; 706
And this perverse commotion 'd :
OPaR hisge,vo be Pt and.to be King

‘all things, to eir, and to i
B mredmi‘ncﬁon, thy deserv’'d right.
G{ then, thou Mightiest, in thy Father’s might, 71¢"
Aecend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels :
That shake heaven’s basis, bring forth all my war,
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms - .
Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigh; .
Pursué theee sons of darkness, drive them out 718
From all' heaverw’s bounds into the utter deep :
There let them learn, as likes them, to despise
God, und Messiah his anointed King.’

‘“Ye said, and on his Son with rays direct
Shone full; he all his Father full express'd 720
Ineffably into his face receiv'd ; .
Ard thus the filial Godhead answ'ring spake :

¢ ¢O Father, O of heav’nly thrones,
First, highest, Mm! thou :wyay- seck’st .
Te glorify thy Son, 1 always Thee, 7%
As 13 most just; this I my glory account, .
My exaltatron, and my whole delight,

at thou in me, well pleasid, dé st thy will .
g‘ulﬁll’d, :tll‘id. to i is all myl bliss.

-eptre a wer, iving, I assume, 730
Ar.g gladlierplohall p glwll:egn in the end :
‘Thou shalt be ali in all, and I in thee ‘
Flor ever, and in me all whom thou lov'st :

But whom thou hatest I hate, and can pit on

Thy terrors, as 1 put thy mildness on, 738,
{mage of thee in all things ; and shall soon,
Ama’d with thy might, rid heaven of these rebell’d,

/
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T their p d ill mansion driven down,

To chains of darkness, and th’ undying, worm,

That frem thy just ebedience copld cevolt, 740 -
Whomwobeynhappmmewe. '

Then shall thy sainta vemix’d, and from i simpuare
Far separate, circling.thy holy noowat, - -
Unfeigned hnllolu]nlu to thee sing,

Hymnsof (ghpnue,ndl among them chief.

“Bould, he, o’er his scoptre bowing, rose 745
From the right hand of gio: vhcne he’ul. 3
And the third sacred mom- .
Dawning t.h hetdven fonh msh‘d with wlurl-
‘roun

Phe chAnot of 750
F‘lashmg thick mwheelyvuhm wheel undrawn,

1€ imegimct with sparit, but convey’d
J four cherabic shapes ; four faces each

won drous;: as with stars their bodies all .
And wmgs were set with eyes, witheyes the wboeh

r{l, and carsering fires between ;

eir heads a al firmament .
W'hereﬂn a sapphire throne inlaid with pure -
Amber, and colours of the showery arch,
He in celestia} panoply all arm’d . 760
Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought,
Ascended ; at his right hand vict
Sat eaglo-vmg‘d beside him hung his bow
And quiver with three-bolted thunder stor'd,
And from about him fierce effuson roll’d 766
Of smoke and bickering flames and sparkles dire
Attended with ten thousand thousand saints
He onward came, far off his coming shone ;
And twent thouhnd (} their num| heu'd)
Chariots oly Qod, haif on each hand were seen: 770
He on the wings of cherub rode sublime
On the chrstalline sky, in sapphire thron'd,
[NMustrious far-and ‘wide, but by his own
First seen ; them unexpéected joy surpriad
When the g\'éat ensign nfMesslnh blaz’d 738
Aloft by angels:borne, his sign in-heaven; . . . -
Under whose mwanha;e soon réduc'd
u army, eirou on gither wing, . : .
lﬁvoir Aokt embodied all jn one. )
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Before him power divine his wa: d: (-
At his command th’ uprooted hi 'p:t]:’l; ’
Each to his place: they heard his voice and went
Obsequious ; heaven his wonted face renéw’d,

And with fresh flowetets hill and vallgy.smil’d.
Thir saw his hapless foes, but stood obdur'd, - 78
And to rebellious fight rallied their powers
Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. .

In heavenly spirits could such perverseness dwell,
But to convince the proud what signs avail,

Or wonders move, th’ obdurate to relent? - 798
They, harden’d more by what might most reclaim, .
Grieving to see his glory, at ‘lh: s;lght

Topk envy ; and, aspiring to his height, -

Stood re-vg;nbnuled t{:rc:,g force or fraud :
Weening to prosper and at length prevail 728
Against God and Messiah, or to . .o
In universal ruin last; and now . .
To final battle drew, disdaining flight, -
Or faint retreat; when the:great Sonof God .,
‘To all his host on either hand thus spake ; 1800

. . ;
“¢Stand still in bright army, ye sainta} here
stand, . -

Ye angels arm’d, this day from battle rest ; .-
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of Ged H
Accepted, fearless in histighteous cause ; :
And as {e hive receiv’d, so have ye done 805
Invincibly ; but of this cursed crew .
‘The punishment to other jrand belongs ;
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints ;
Number to this day’s work is not ordain’d, Cy
Nor multitude ; stand only and behold 810
God’s indignation on these "ﬁndles- pourd
gy me ; not you, but me, they have despis’d

et envied ; against me is all their rage,
gec:\ése the Father, to whom in heaven su .

mgdom, and er, and glory appertdins, . 81§
Hath hnnour’dp:re'wwrdi 0 hllt: will, : ’
Therefore to me their doom he hath assign'd; . -
That they may have their wish, to try with me-*
In battle which the stronger provés ; they alh, -
Or I alone against them, since T oM
They measure all, of other exce ' ’
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Not emulous, nor care who them excels ;
Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe.’

“8o spake the Son, and into terror chang’d
His count’nange, too severe to be beheld, 825
ﬁnd full &f wrath bent on his t;nemiea.

t once the Four s out their 8
With dreadful shade contiguous, anm :rll:s‘,
Of his fierce chariot roll’d, as with the sound
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. 830
Heo on his impious foes right onward drove,
Gloomy as night ; underlﬁi.s burning wheels
The steadfast empyrean shook taroughout,
All but the throns itself of God. Full soon
Among them he arrivd, in his right hand 8358
Grasping ten thousand thunders, which be sent
Before him, such as in their souls infix’a
Plagues ; they, astonish’d, all resistance lost,
All courage ‘down their idle weapons dropp’d ;
O'er ahir:ﬁg and helms, and helmed heads he rode
Of thrones, and mighty seraphim prostrate, 841
‘That wish’d the mountains now might be again
Thrown on them as a shelter from his ire.
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell
His arrows, from the fourfold-visag’d Four 845
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ;
One gpirit in them rul’d, and every eye
Glar'd lightning, and shot forth pernicious fire
Amon% th? accurs’d, that wither’d all their strength,
And of their wonted vigour left them drain’d, 85)
Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fall’n.
Yet half his strength he put not forth, vut check’d
His thunder-in mid volley : for he meant

" Not to destroy, but root them out of heaven: 855

‘The overthrown he caig’d, and, asa herd

Of goats or timorous flock wgelher throng'd,

Drove them before nim thunder-struck, pursu’d.
With terrors and with furies, to the bounds

And crystal #all of heaven, which openinﬁ wide §60
Roll’d inward, and a spacious gap disclos’

Into the wasetful deep ; the monstrous sigh.

Struck them with horror backward, but far worse
Urg’d them behint ; headlong themselves they threw
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Down trom the verge of heaven; eternal wrath 864
Burn’d after them to the bottomiess pit. T

¢ Hel! heard th’ unsufferable noise, hell saw
Heaven ruining from heaven, and would have fled
Affrighted ; but strict Fate had cast too deep
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 870.
Nine days they fell; confounded Chaos roar’d,
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout
Encumber’d him with ruin: hell at last
Yawaing receiv’d them whole, and on them cloed :
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 876
Unquenchatle, the house of woe and pain.
Disburden’d heaven rejoic’d, and soon repair'd
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll’d.

“ Sole victor, from th’ expulsion of his foes, 880
Messiah his triumphal chariot turn’d :
To meet him all his saints, who silent stood
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts, -

ith jubilee advanc’d ; and as they went,
Shaded with branchung paim, each order bright, 886
Sung triumph, and him sung victorious King,
Son, Heir, and Lord! to him dominion given,
Worthiest toreign : he celebrated rode
Triumphant through mid heaven, into the courts
And temple of his mighty Father thron’d 890
On high; who into glory him receiv'd,
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss.

“Thus, measuring things in heaven by things on
earth,

At thy reqyest, and that thou may’st beware
By what is past, to thee I have reveal’d 898
Vghat might have else to human race been hid;
'{mhe diwt})'rd w:ilch befel, and war indhu'a';l
ong the angelic powers, and the dee,
Of those too hiﬁh ul;rmg, who mbell’dp
With Satan; he who envies now thy stats, 900
Who now is plotting how he may seduce
Thee also from obedience, that with him,
Bereav'd of happiness, thou may’st partags -
His punighment, cternal misery ;
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Wihick would be all his solace and revenge,

As a despite done against the Most H. gh,

Thee once to gain companion of his wee.

But listen not t- his temptations; warn

Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to have heard,

g terrible example, the raward
disobedience ; firm they might “ave stood,

Yetfel. Remember, fear to transgress.”

END FO BOOK SIXTH.

. K

910



PARADISE LOST.

BOOK VIL

THE ARGUMENT.

Raphael, a the request of Adam, relates how and
wherefore this world was first created ; that God,
after the expelling of Satan and his angels out o

Aeaven, dectared his pl e to create another w.

lud‘ollur creatures to dwell q;hcnm '; sends his S‘o’:
with glory and attendance of angels to perform
work of creation in siz days : the angels cﬁbrrau with
hymns the performance thereof, and his re-ascension
fnto heaven.

4

DzscenD from heaven, Urania! by that narss
{f rightly thou art call’d, whose voice divine
Following, above th’ Olympian hill I soar,
Above the flight of Pegasean wing.
l'hemeaniﬁ not the name, I call: for thou
Nor of the Muses nine, nor on the top
Of old Olymﬁm dwell’st ; but, heavenly born,
Before the hills appear’d, or fountain fow’d,
Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse, =
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play
in presence of th’ almighty Father, pleas’d
With thy celestial song. Up led by thes
Into the hexven of heavens [ have presum’a,
An earthly guest, and drawn empyreal air,
Thy temp’ring ; with like safety guided down
Return me to my native element ,
Leest from this flying steed unrein’d, (as once
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime,)
Dismounted, on th’ Aleian field | fail,
Erroneous there to vnnder,s :nd forlorn,

f ,

15
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Half yet remains unsung, but 2arrow bound
‘Within the visible diurnal sphere ;
Standing on earth, not wrapp’d above the pole,
More safe I sing with mortal voice, unehang’d
To hoarse or mute, though fallen’on evil days, 25
On evil days though fallen, and evil tongues ;
In darkness, and with dangers compass’d round,
And solitude; yet nqt glope, while theu
Visit’s* my slumbers nightly, or when morn .
Purpl.es the east. Still govern thou my song, 30
Urania ! and fit audience find though few.
But drive fargff the barbarous dissonance
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race . .
Of that wild rout that torg the Thracian oard .
n Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears , .35
‘o, rapture, till the savage, clampur drown’d
th harp and voice; nor could the Muse defenq,
Her son, So fall not thou, who thee jmplores;
For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream.

Say, goddess, what ensued when Raphael,,  4¢
The Zﬂ'ﬁble archangel, had forewarn’d
Adam by dire example to beware
Apostacy, by what befell in heaven

.‘T'o those apostates, lest the like befall .
In Paradisé-to Adam ot his race, ’ 45
Charg’d not to touH the interdicted tree, -

If they transgréss, arid slight that sole coramand,
8o easily obey’d, amid the choice
Of all tastes else to please their appetite,
Though wand’ring.” He with his consorted Eve 30
The stery heard attentive, and was fill’'d o
‘With admiration and deep muse, to hear
Of things 80 high and strange, things to their thonght
80 unimaginable as hate in heaven, :
And war s0 near the peace of Godin bliss ~ '&5
With such confusion : but the evil soon, ot
Driven back, redounded as a flood on those
From whom it sprung, impossible to mix :
‘Wiith blessedness.’- Whence Adam soon repeal'q,
‘The doubts that in his heart arose : and now 60,
Led on, yet siffless, with desire to know .
‘What nearer sright concern him ; how this world
Of heaven and earth conspicuous first began,

and wheteof creafed, for what cause,

.
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What within Eden, or without ¢asdone © . . 65
Before hismemary ; as one whose drought, .
Yet scarce allay"-g, still eyes the current stream, -
‘Whose liquid murmur heard new thirst excites,
Proceeded thus to ask his heavenly guest: - .

“Great things, and full of wonder in our 70
Far differing from this world, theu-hast, mﬁﬂ’:, .
Divine interpreter, by favour sent = - .

Down from the empyrean to forewarn N
Us timely of what might else have been our loss, 24
Unknown, which huthan knowledge could not reach :
For which 1o th’ infinitely Good we owe - ¢
Immortal thanks, and his admenishment

Receive, with bolemn purpose to observe . .
Immutably his sovireign will, the.end -
Of what we are. But'since thou hast vouchsaf’d .8
Gently for.our-igstruction to.impast . . '
Things above earthly thought, which yet concern’d--
Our knowing, as to K wisdom seem’d, .. - i:
Deign to descend new lower, and relate o
What may ne'lese perhaps avail us known ; . 8&
Haw first bbgan this heaven, which we behold : ~ -
Distant so high, with moving fires adorn’d
Innumerable, and. this which yields or fills

All space, the ambient air wide interfus’d | .
Embracing round this florid earth ; ‘what cause. 90
Mov’d theCreator, in his holy rest .
‘Through all eterniy, so late to build - .
In Chaos, and, the work begun, howsoon . , . .,
Absolv'd, if unforbid- thou may’st unfold

What we, not to explore the secveis, ask . 98
Of tus eternal empire, but the more

‘To.mugnify his works the more we know,

Anii the ireat-light of day yet wants to run Lo
Much of his race tho’ steep; suspenspin heawen, .- .
Held by thy voice, thy potent voicg, he hears, 100
And longer will delay to hearthee tell  ;

ks ation, and the nsing birth . T
of l‘gature from the unappsrent.deep: .., -
<Or if the atar of evening and the moon. .. i
Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring. 108
Silence, mdy sleep, list'mog o thee; will waich -, .. |
Or we can bid hisiabsente; tidh thyjsong .. ..
End, dismiss thee ere the morning shine.”
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Thus Adam his illustrious guest be 3 i
And thus the godiike angel lmefm ' 19

“ This also thy request, with caution ask’d,
Obtain: though to recount almighty works
‘What words or tongue of seraph can suffice,
Or heart of man to comprehend ?
Yet what thou can'st attain, which best may serve
To glorify the Maker, and infer 116
Thee also happier, shall not be withheld :
Thy hearing ; such commission from above
I have receiv’d, to answer thy desire
Of kiowledge within bounds; beyond abstain 120
To ask, nor let thine own inventions I:o?
‘Things not reveal’d, which th* invisible Ki
Only omniscient, hath sup ’d in night,
‘To mone communicable in earth or heaven :
Enough is left besides to search and know. 135
But knowledge is as food, and needs no less
Her temp’rance over appetite, to know
Tu measure what the mind may well contain ;
presses else with surfeit, and soon turns
isdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. 139

“ Know then, that after Lucifer from heaven

88‘_0 call him, ter once amidst the host

angels than star the stars among)
Fell with his flaming legions through the
Into his place, and the great Son return’d 135
Victorious with his saints, th’ omnipotent
Eternal Father from his throne heheld
Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake :

¢ ¢ At least our envious foe hath fail'd, who thought
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 140
This inaccessible high strength, the seat

Of Deity supreme, us dispossess'd,

He trusted to have seiz’d, and into frand

Drew many, whom their place knows here nc more ;
Yet far the greater part have kept, [ see, 1
Their station ;* heaven yet populous retains
Number sqgieiol:‘ m her p'luh.ﬁq

‘Though wide, a temple to uent
With ministeries due and solemn rites :
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But Jest his beart exalt him in the harm 150
Already done, to have disgeopled heaven,
My damage fondly deem’d, I can repair
That detriment, if such it be to lose
Self-lost, and in a mament will create
Another world, out of one man a race 186
gf men innumerable, there to dwell,
ot here, till by degrees of merit rais’d
‘They open to themselves at length the way
Up hither, under long obedience tried,
And earth be chang’d to heaven, and heaven to
earth 160

One kingdom, jo;r and union without end.
Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye powers of heaven,

And thou my Word, bo%;men Son, by thee

‘This I perform ; speak thou, and be it done:

My overshadowing 8pirit and might with thee 168
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the deep

‘Within appointed bounds be heaven and earth,
Boundless the deep, because. 1 am who fill
Infinitide, nor vacuous the space.

Though I uncircumscrib’d myself retire, 170
And put not forth my goodness, which is free

‘To act or not, necessity and chance

Approach not me, and what I will is fate.’

“So spake th’ Almighty, and to’ what he spake
His Wond, the filiat Godhead, gave effect. 176
Immediate are the acts of God, more swift
Than time or motion; but to human ears
Cannot without process of speech be told,

So told as uﬁhly nation can receive.
Great triumph and rejoicing was in heaven, 180
When such was heard declar'd th’ Almjghty’s will ;
Glory theysung to the Most Hiﬁh, will
To future men, and in their dwel insl peace: |
Jlory to him, whose just avenging ire
Yad driven out th’ y from Eia sight, 188
And th’ habitations of the just ; to him
Rlory and praise, whose wisdom had ordain’d

out of evil to create, instead
Of spirits malign, a better race to bri
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 190
Flis good to worlds and ages infinite, "
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% So sang the hierarchies: meanwhile the Son
On his great expedition now ap d,
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crownd
Of majesty divine ; sapience and love 19¢
Immense, and all his Father in him shcne.
About his chariot numberless were pour'd
Cherub and seraph, potentates and thrones, »
And virtues, winged ?'riu, and chariots wing’d
From th’ armoury of God, where stand of old 208
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg’d,
Against a solemn day, harness’d at hand,
Celestial equipage! and now came forth
Spontaneous, for within them spirit liv'd,
Attendant on their Lord : heaven open’d wide 204
Her ever-during gates, harmonious sound {
On golden hinges moving, to let forth-
The King of glory, in his powerful Word
And Snirit coming to create new worlds,
On heavenly ground they stood, and from the shore
They view'd the vast immeasurable ab 211
Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, vlrd‘,'
Up from the bottom turn’d by furious winds
And surging waves, as mountains to assault 24
Heaven’s height, and with the centre mix the pole.

“sSilence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep,
»

peace !
Said then th’ omnific Word, ¢ your discord end :
Nor staid. but, on the wings of cherubim
Upliften, in paternal glory rode .
Far ir .o Chaos, and the world unborn ; 200
For “’haos heard his voice. Him all his train
F stlow’d in bright possession to behold:
' reation, and the wonders of his might..
ghen sll:{g l.belfge(vid wheels, and in his hand .
e took:the n compasses, prepar’d 235
In God’s etereloal store, Lo ﬂmmul;mpl:: .
‘This universe, and all created things:
¢ ne foot he centred, and the other turn’d,

Round igh the vast profundity obscure,
And said, ¢ Thus far extgnd, ﬂm-yﬁn- thy bounds,
This be thy just circumference, O world 1’ 2831

«Thus God the heaven cﬁlsawd, thus the earth,
Matter untorm’d and void : darkness profound
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Cover'd th' abyss; but on the wat'ry calm E
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outspr :ad, 286
And vital virtue infus'd, and viuh;urmth
Throughowt the fluid mass ; but downward purg’d
The black, tartareous, cold, infernal dregs,

Adverse (o life ; then founded, then conglob’d

Like thinge to Uke, the rest to several pﬁee 240
Dis] , and between spun out the air:

Ana earth self-balanc’d on her centre hung.

/
“iLet there be light * said God, and forthwith

. t

Ethereal, first of thi uintessence
Spru ﬁommg!wuim‘zt_l&;nhernmew 245

o journey through the airy gloom began,
S h{sr’d inyn radiant cloud?f"or yet the sun

as not ; she in a cloudy tabernacle

Sojourn’d the while. God saw the light was guod ;
And light from darkness by the hemisphere 250
Divided : light the day, and darkness night
ge nnm‘n:l‘.1 Tel;lmbwa':dt’he first day even and morn.

or 'd uncelebra nor u
By tmlestial choirs, when orient iight
Exhaling first from darkness they beheld ; 255
Birth-day of heaven and earth! with joy and shout
Fhie hollow universal orb they fill'd,
And touch’d their golden harps, and hymning prais’d
God and-his works, Creator him they sung,
Both when first evening was, and when first morn.

“ Again, God said, ‘ Let there be firmament 261
Amid the waters, and let it divide
The waters from the waters!” And God made
The firmament, expanse of li%id, Jmm,
Transparent, ntal air, diffue'd -
In circuit to the uttermost convex
Of this great‘round ; ition firm and sure,
The waters underneath from those above
Dividing ; for as earth, so he the world
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 0
Crystalline ocean, and the loud misrule
Of Chaos far remov’d, lest: fierce extremes
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame.
And heaven he nam'd the firmament: so even .
And morning chorus sung the second day. 78

2085



156 PARADISE LOST.  [Book PII.

“ The earth was form'd ;- but in the womb as yet-
Of waters, embryon immature, involv'd,
Appear'd not: ovar all the face of earth
Ml:un ocean flow’® not idle, but with warm )
Prolific humour soft’niing all her globe, 80
Fermented the great mother to conceive,
Satiate with genial moisture :- when.God said,
‘Be gather'd now ye waters under heaven
Into one place, and let dry land appear ¥
Immediately the mountains huge appear 88
Entergent, ard their broad bare backs upheave
Into the clouds, their tops ascend the sky ;
So high as heav’d the tumid hiils, so low
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep,
Capacious bed of waters: thither they 290
Hasted with glad precipitance, uproli’d
As drops on dust conglobing from the dry ;
Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct,
For haste ; such flight the great command impress’d
On the swift floods.  As armies at the call 295
Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast heard)
Troop to their standard, so the wat’ry throng,
Wave roiling after wave, where way they found ;
If steep, with torrent Tapture ; if through plain,
Soft-ebbing ; nor withstood them rock or hill; 300
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide
With serpent-error wand’ring, found their way,
And on the washy ooze deep channels wore ;
Easz, ere God had bid the ground be dry,
Al but within thos8banks, where rivers now 305
Stream, and J)erpetual draw their humid train.’
The dry land, earth, and the t receptacle
Of congregated waters, he call’d seas : .
And saw that it was good, and said, ¢ Let the earth
Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed, 310
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind,
Whose seed is in herself upon the earth v
He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till then
Desert and bare, unsightly, unadorn’d, S
Brought forth the er ?mss, whose'verdure clad
Her universal face with pleasant ny - 316
Then herbs of every that sudden flower’d
gpening their various eoiouru, and made gay * -

er bosom smelling sweet ; and these scarce blown,
Forth flourish’d thick the ciustering vine, forth.crept



Book VIL] PARADISE LOST. 15

‘The smelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 31

Embattied uf:; E:r field, and th’ humble shrub,

And bush with frizzled hair implicit: last

Rose as in dance the stately trecs, and spread

Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm’d

Their blossoms; with high woods the hills were
crown’d, 326

With tufts the valleys, and each fountain side,

With borders long the rivers ; that earth now

Scem’d like to heaven, a seat where gods might

dwell,

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 330
Her sacred shades : though God had yet not rain’d
gpon the earth, and man to till the ground

one was ; but from the earth a dewy mist )
Went up, and water’d all the ground, and each _334
Plant of the field, which ere it was in the th’ earth
God made, and every herb, before it grew
On the green stem. “God saw that it was good :
8o even and morn recorded the third day.

“ Again the Almighty spake : ¢Let there be lights
High in th? expanse of heaven, to divide 340
The day from night ; and let them be for signs,
For seasons, zmdg for days, and circling years ;
And let them be for lights, as I ordain
Their office in the firmament of heaven,
To give light on the earth {’ and it was so. 345
And God made two great lights, great for their use
To man, the ter to have rule by day,
The less by night altern ; ard made the stars,
And set them in the firmament of heaven
T’ illuminate the earth, and rule the day 350
[n therr vicissitude, and rule the night,
snd light f;-lom darkness to tgivide. God saw

urveying his great work, that it was good :
For o wnﬁstinlgbr::!iu first the sun,
A mighty sphere! he fram'd ; unlightsome first, 355
Though of ethereal mould ; then form’d the moon
Globose, and every itude of stars,
And gow’d with stars the heaven thick as a field.
Of light by far the ireater part he took,
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac’d 360
fn the sun’s orb, maue porous to receive
And drink the liquid hght, firm to retain

14
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Her gather'd beams, great palace now of hgnt.
Hither, as to their fountain, other stars
Repairing, in theit golden urns draw light, 385
And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ;
.113{ tincture or reflection they augment

eir small peculiar, though, from human signt
8o far remote, with diminution seen.
TFirst in his east the glorious lamp was seen, 370
Regent of day, and all th’ horizon round
Invested with bright nhyn, jocund to run
His longitude through heaven’s high road ; the grey
Dawn and the Pleiades before him danc’d
Shedding sweet influence. Less bright the moon,375
But opposite in levell’d west was set
His mirror, with full face borrowing her licht
From him, for other light she needed none
In that aspect, and still that distance kee
Till night, then in the east her turn she shines, 380
Revolv'd on heaven’s great axle, and her reign
With thousand lesser?ight«s dividual holds,
With thousand thousand stars, that then apnear'd
an the hemisphere. Then, first adorn’d

ith her bright luminaries that set and rose, 385
Glad evening and glad morn crown’d the fourth day

“ And God said, ¢ Let the waters generate
Reptile with spawn abundant, living soul :
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings
Disgla *d on the open firmament of heaven!?” 390
And God created the great whales, and each
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously
The waters generated by their kinds ;
And every bird of wing after his kind : .
And saw that it was good, and bless’d tnem, saying,
¢ Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas, 3%
And lakes, and running streams, the waters fill;
And let the fowl be multiplied on th’ earth i
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay.
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals
Of fish, that with their fins and shining scales
Glide under the green wave, in sculls that oft
Bank the mid-sea : part single, or with mate,
Graze the sea-weed, their pasture, and thro’ groves
Of coral stray, or, sporting, with quick glance, 405
Show to the sun their wav’'d coats dropp’a withgold,
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Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend
Moist nutriment, or under rocks their fuod
In jointed armour watch : on smooth the seal,

" And bended dolphins, play ; part huge of bulk 416
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait,
Tempest there ocean. There the leviathan,

Hugest of living creatures, on the deep,

Stretch’d like a promontory, sleeps or swi

And seems a moving land, and at his gills 415
Draws in, ard at his trunk spouts out, a sea.
Meanwhile the tepid caves, and fens, and shores,
Their brood as numerous hatch, from th’ egg that soon
Bursting with kindly rupture, forth disclos’d 419
Their callow young, but feather'd soon and fledge,
They summ’d their J)ens, and soaring th’ air sublime,
With clang despis’d the ground, under a cloud

In prospect ; there the eagle and the stork

On clifis and cedar tops their eyries build :

Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 425
In common, rang’d in figure, we:l&f their way,
Intelligent of seasons, and set foi

Their airy caravan, high over seas

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing

Easing their flight : so steers the prudent crane 436
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air
F‘loat.nt’u they pass, fann’d with unnumber’d plumes.
From branch to branch the smaller birds with song .
Solac’d the woods, and spread their painted wings
Till even; nor then the solemn nightingale 436
Ceas’d warbling, but all night tun’d her soft lays:
Others on silver lakes and riyprs bath’d

Their downy breast; the sWan, with arched neck
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows
Her state with oary feet ; yet oft they quit 440
The dank, and, rising on stiff pennons, tower :
The mid aerial sky. Others on ground

‘Walk’d firm ; the crested cock, whose clarion soundp
The silent hours, and the other whose gay train .
Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 445
Ofrainbows and starry eyes. The waters thus
With fish replenish’d, and the air with fowl,
Evening and morn solemniz’d the*ifth day

*“The sixth, and of creation last, arose
With evening harps and matin - when God said, 450
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¢ Let th’ earth bring forth soul living in her kind,
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of th’ earth,
Each in their kind * The earth obey’d, and straight,
Opening her fertile womb, teem’d at a birth
umerous living creatures, })erfect forms, 455

Lim’d and full grown : out of the ground up-rose,
As from his lair, the wild beast, where he wons
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ;
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk’d.
The cattle in the ﬁem and meadows green: 460
‘These rare and solitary, these in flocks
Pasturing at once, and in broad herds upsprung.
The grassy clods now calv’d, now half appear’d
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 464
His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds,
And rampant shakes his brinded mane; the ounce,
Thelibbard, and the tiger, as the mole
Rising, the crumbled earth above them threw
In hillocks; the swift siag from under ground 469
Bore up his branching head ; scarce from his mould
Behemoth, biggest born of earth, npneav’d .
His vastness; fleec’d the flocks and bleating rose.
As plants ; ambiguous between sea and land
'{he river horse ur}l‘d scaly crocodne. the ground, 47

t once came forth whatever creeps the 475
Insect or worm : those wav’d their limber fans '
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact,
In all the liveries deck’d of summer’s pride,
With spots of gold and purple, azure and green;
These as a line their long dimension drew, 480
Streaking the ground with sinuous trace ; not ait
Minims of nature; some of se;rem kind,
‘Wondrous in length and ¢orpulence, involv’d
‘Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept

he parsimonious emmet, provident 485
Of future, in smail room large heart enclos'd .
Pattern of just equality pernaps
Hereafter, join’d in her popular tribes
Of commonalty ; swarming next appear’d
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 490
Deliciously, and byjlds her waxen cells
With honey stor’d.  The rest are numberless,
And thou their natures know’st, and gav'st them

names,
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Needless to thee repeated ; nor unknown

The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field, 4905
Of huge extent aome:imeiiwwith brazen eyes

And hairy mane terrific, ™o thee

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call.

“Now heaven in all her shone, and roll’d
Her motions, as the great first Mover’s hand 500
First wheel'd their course ; earth, in her rich attire,
Consummate lovely smil’d ; air, water, earth,

By fowl, fish, beast, was flown, was swam, wag
walk’d

Frequent : and of the sixth day yet remain’d ;

[lere wanted yet the master work, the end 505

Of all yet dene ; a creature who, not prone

-And brute as other creatures, but endued

With sanctity of reason, might erect

His stature, and upright, with front serene,

Govern the rest, self-knowing, and from thence 510
animous to correspond with heaven;

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good

Descends, thither with heart and voice, and eyes,

Directed in devotion, to adore :

And worship God supreme, who made him chief

Of all his works: therefore th’ Omnipotent 516

Eternal Father (for where is not he

Present ?) thus to his Son audibly spake :

¢ ¢Let us make now Man in our image, Man
I[n our similitude, and let them rule 530
Oven the fish and fow! of sea and air,
gonst of the field, andhover dt:ll the earth,

nd every creeping thing that crecps the nd
‘This saidr,) he fofm’d thee, Adam, thee, O Ag“r:l‘l‘ |
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breath’d 535
‘The breath of life ; in his own image he
Created thee, in the image of God
Express, and thou becam’st a living soul.
Male he created thee, but thy consort .
Female, for race ; then bless’d mankind, and sad,
¢ Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 531
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold,
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of th’ air,
Aud every living thing that moves on th’ earth,
Wherever thus crea for.no place 535

14
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Is yet distinet by name.” Thence, as thou know’st,
He bronght thee into this delicious grove,

This garden, planted with the trees of God,
Delectable both to behold and taste ;

And freely all their pleasant fruit-for food 540
Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all the earth yielda,
Variety without end ; but of the tree, .
Which tasted works knowledge of good and evil,
Thou may’st not ; in the day thou eat’st, thou diest
Death is the penalty impos’d: beware, 545
And govern well thy appetite, lest Sin

Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death.

- ¢ Here finish’d he, and all that he had made
View’d, and behold, all was entirely H

8o even and morn accomplish’d the sixth day: 550
Yet not till the Creator from his work

Desisting, though unwearied, up return’d,

Up to the heaven of heavens, his high abode,
Thence to behold this new-created warld,

Th?’ addition of his empire, how it show’d 558
In prospect from his throne, how good, how fair,
Answering his great idea. Up he rode,

Follow’d with acclamation, and the sound
Symphonious of ten thousand harps that tun’d
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air

Resounded, ‘(thou remember’st, for thou heard'st)
The heavens, and all the constellations rung,

The planets in theirstation list'ning stood,

While the bright pomp ascended 'j\ﬁ)ilam.

¢ Open, ye everlasting gates!’ they sung, +588
¢Open ye heavems ! your living doors ; let in

‘The great Creator from his work return’d
Magnificent, his six days work, a world: .

Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign

T'o visit oft the dwellings of just men 570
Deli&hted, and with frequent intercourse .
Thither will send his winged messengers
On errands of supernal grace’ So sung
Thé glorious train ascending: He through Leaven,
That open’d wide her blazing portals, led - 575
To God’s eternal house direct the way,

A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold,

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear,

Been 1n the galaxy, that milky way,
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Which nightly as a circling zone thou socat 580

Powder'd with stars. And now on earth the seventh .

Evening m Eden, for the sun
* Was set, and twilight from the eas. ~aue on,
Forernnning niiln; when at the holy mount
Of heaven’s high seated top, th’ iinperial throne 585
Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and sure,
“I he Filial Power arriv'd, and sat him down
With his great Father, for he also went
. Invisible, yet stay’d, (such privilege
Hath Omnipresence,) and the work ordain’d 590
Author and erd of all things, and from work .
Now resting, bless’d and hallow'd the seventh day,
As resting on that day from all his work,
But not in silence noly kept ; the harp
Had work and not, the solemn pipe, 505
And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop,
All sounds on fret by string or golden wire,
Temper'd soft tunings intermix’d with voice
Choral or unison : of incense clouds
Fuming from golden censers hid the mount. 600
Creation and the six ays acts they sung:
¢ Great are thy works, Jehovah ! infinite
Th?v power ; what thought can m#sure thee, or tongue
Relate thee ? greater now in thy return
‘Than from the giant angels ; thee that day 605
Thy thunders magnified ; but to create
Is ireauar than, created, to destioy.
Who cqpr impeir, thee, mighty King, or bound
Thy empire ? easily the proud atiempt
Of spirits apostate and their counsels vain €i0
‘Thou hast repell’d, while im&l:eusly they thought
Thee to diminish, and from withdraw
‘The number of tay worshippers. Who seeks
‘To lessen thee, against his purpose serves
To manifest the more thy might: his evil 813
Thou and from thence creat’st more good.
‘Witness this new-made world, another heaven
From heaven-gate not far, founded in view

On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea ;
Of amplitude almost immense, with stars ° 820
Numerous, and every star perhaps a world .

Of destin’d habitation ; but thor know’st
Their seasons : among these the seat of men,
Earth with her nether ocean circumfus’d, 634

~
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Their pleasant dwelling-place. Thrice happy men,
And aol::ll of men, whom &od hath thus udmd,
Created in his image, there to dwell

And worship him, and in reward to rule

Over his, works, on earth, in sea, or air, .
And multiply arace of worshippers 630
Holy and just: thrice happy, if they know
Their havpiness, and persevere upright I’

“So sung they, and the empyrean rung
With halle uja.hys: thus was th kept.
And thy request think now fulfil'd, that ask’d 638
How first this world and face of things began,
%nd what before thy :emory was done

rora the beginning, that posterit b
" Inform*d l:)ye?heo 'rlnglght know ; il’el-o thou ssex’st
(mght, not surpassing human measure, say.” 640

11*
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BOOK VIIL .

THE ARGUMENT.

Adam finquires concerning celestial motions ; 1s doubs-
Sy answered, and ezhorted to search rather things
nore worthy of knowledgs - Adam assents, and, still
desirous to detain Rapiul, relates to him what he
remembered since his own creation, his placing in
Paradise, his talk with God concerning solitude and
fit soctety, his first meeting and nuptials 1ith Eve;
his discourse with the angel thereupon, who, after
admonitions repeated, departs.

THE angel ended, and in Adam’s car

So charming left his voicej that he awhile

Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to hear:
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully replied : .

“ What thanks sufficient, or what recompense $
Equal have I to render thee, divine S
Historian ! who thus Iar%e hast aflay’d
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsafid
This ﬁiendl{ condescension, to relate o
Things else by me unsearchable, now heard 10
With wonder, but delight, and, as-is due,

With glory attributed to the hi '
Creator ? Something yet of doubt remains,
Which only thy solution ¢an resolve.
“When 1 oél olc?' this goodly frame, this world, 1§
heaven and earth consisting, and compute-
eir magnitudes, this earth a spot, a grain, - -
Ao atom, withi the firrament compar® .
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And all her number’d stars, that seem to roll
Spaces incomprehensible, (for such
eir distance argues and their swift return
Diurnal,) merely to officiate light
Round this opacous earth, this punctpal spot,
One day and night, in all their vast survey
Useless besides ; reasoning, I oft admire L]
How Nature, wise and frugal, could commit
Such disprogortions, with superfluous hand
So many nobler bodies to create,
Greater so manifold, to this one use,
For ought appears, and on their orbs impose 56
Such restless revolution, day by da;
Repeated, while the sedentary eart
That better might with far less compass move,
Sexv’d by mere noble than herself, attains
Her end without ieast motion, and receives, 35
As tribute, such a sumless journey brought
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light ;
Speed, to deseribe whose swiftness number fails.”™

So spake our sire, and by his count’nance seem’d
Env'ring on studious l.houg{ts abstruse, which Eve
Perceiving, where she sat retir'd in sight 41

. With lowliness majestic from her seat,

And grace that won who saw to wish her stay,
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowers,
To visit how they prosper’d, bud and bloom, 415
Her nursery ; they at her coming sprung,
And, touch’d by her fair tendance, gladlier grew.
Yet.went she not, as not avith such discourse
Delighted, or not capable her ear
Of what was high : such pleasure she reserv'd 50
Adam relating, the sole auditress ;
Her husband the relater she preferr'd
lel‘om the angel, and of him to ask
? 0se ﬁl;lmaher; he, she k(;iew, wgulég intermix
xrateful digressions, and solve high dispute 56
With conjugal caresses; from his li P
Not words alone pleas’d her. (O! when meet now
uch pairs, in love and mutual honour join’d ?)

ith goddess-like demeanour forth.she went,
Not unattended, for on her as queen R
A pomp of winning graves waited still,
And froin about her shot darts of desire -
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Into all eyes to wish her still in si{n.
And Raphoel now, to Adam’s doubt propos’d,
Renevolent and facile thus rephed :

¢« To ask or search I blame thee not, for heaven
Is as the book of God before thee set,
‘Wherein tc read his wondrous works, and learn
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years;
This to attain, whether heaven move or earth, 70
Imports not if thou reckon right ; the rest
From man or angel the great Architect
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge
His secrets to be scann’d by them who ought
Rather admire ; or if they list to try 75
Conjecture, he his fabric of the heavens
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide
Hereafler, when they come to model heaven
And calculate the stars, huw they will wield 80
‘The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive
To save appearances, how gird the sphere
With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er,
ﬁi;cle and epicycle, orb in orb ;

eady by thy reasaning this I guess 85

‘Who art to lead thy offspring, and su;
That bodies bright and greater should not serve
‘The less not bright, nor heaven such journies run,
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives *
‘The benefit. Consider first, that great 99
Or bright infers not excellence : the earth
‘Though, in compatison of heaven, so small,
Nor glist’ring, may of solid good contain
More plenty than the sun that barren shines,
‘Whose virtue on itself works no effect, 9t
But in the fruitful earth ; there, first receiv’d,
His beams, unactive else, their vigour find.
Yet not to earth are those bright luminaries
Officious, but to thee, earth’s habitant. :
And for the heaven’s wide circuit, let it 100
The Maser’s high magnificence, who built
8o spacious, pnlf his line strotch’d out so far;
That man may know he dwells not in his own ;
An edifice too large for him to fill, .
Lodg'd in a small partition, and therest 105
Ot lain’d for uses to his Lord best know
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‘The swiftness of thoss circles attribute,
Though numberless, to his omnipotence, .
‘That tc corporeal substances could add 108
Speed alinost spiritual : me thou think’st not slow,
0 since the morning hour set out from heaven

Where God resides, and ere mid-day arriv’d
In Eden ; distance inexpressible
By numbers that have name. But this | urge,
Admitung motion in the heavens, to show 118
Invalid that which thee to doubt 1t mov'd ;
Not that [ so affirm, though so it szem
To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earth,
God, to remove his ways from human sense,
Plac’d aeaven from earth so far, that earthly sight,
If it presume, might err in things too high, 121

- And no advantage gain. What if the sun
Be centre to the world, and other stars,

" By his attractive virtue and their own
Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 125
'[l)‘heir wand’ring wm:;e now higdl:, now low, t.hen‘hid,

essive, retrograde, or standing still,
'[IE:;?; It.hou seest; and what if ::vngmh to these
e planet earth, so steadfast tho she seem,
lusen‘;foi three different motions ul‘rgl;:‘;ve? 130
Which e?;e to several spheres thou must ascribe,
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities,
Or save the sun his labour, and that swift
Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb suppos'd,
Invistr e above all stars, the wheel 138
night ; which needs not thy belief,
v » _,wmaustrious of herself, fetch day
1'ravelling east, and with her averse .
From the sun’s beam meet nicht, het otaer %nn
Still luminous llaz his ray. at if that light, 148
Sent from her through &e wide transpicuous air
'lli,"oh:‘l‘: wms;rialbm(:'on be as a séayr igh
nlight’'ning her ay, as she by night

This earth% recip!oea if land be there,
Fields and inhabitants. Her spots thou seest 145
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce
Fruits in her soften’d soil, for some togat
Allotted there ; and other suns perhaps
‘With their attendant moons thou wilt descry
Communicating male and female light, 150
Which twn great sexes anumate the world.
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8tor'd in each orb perhaps with some that live .

For suca vast room in Nature unpossess’d -

By living soul, desert and desolate, :

Only to shine, yet scarce to contribute 16%
Eaci orb a glimpee of light convey’d so far .o
Down to this habitable, which returns : .
Light back to them, is obvious to dispute. !
- But whether thus these things, or whether not ;
Whether the sun predominant in heaven 160 .
Rise on the earth, or earth rise on the sun;

He from the east his flaming road begin,

Or she from the west her silent course advanee,

With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps -~ -
On her soft axle, while she paces even, 165
And bears thee soft with the smooth air along :
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid, -

Leave them to God above, him serve and fear ;

Of other creatures, as him pleases best,

Wherever plac’d, let him upos:r:‘goy thou 170
In what ke gives to thee, this Paradise

And thy fair Eve; heaven is for thee too high

T'o know what passes there ; be lowly wise :

Think only what concerns thee and thy being ;
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 175 °
Live, in what state, condition, or degree, .
Contented that thus far hath been reveal’d,

Not of earth only, but of highest heaven.”

“To whom thus Adam, clear’d of doubt, replied: -

*“ How fully hast thou satisfied me, {m 180

Inwllifenee of heaven, angel serene

And, freed from intricacies, taught to live,

The easiest way, nor with xing thoughts

To interrupt the sweet of life, from which

God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 188

And, not molest us, uniess we ourselves )

8eck them with wand’ring thoughts, and notions vain.

But apt the mind or faney is to rove '

Uncheck’d, and of her roving is no end ; :

Till warn’d, or by experience taught, she learn, 190

‘That not to know at large of things remote, C o

From ure obscure and subtle, but to know

That which before us lies in daily life,

Is the prime wisdom ; what is more, is fume N

Or emptiness, or fond impertinence, . 198,
15
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And rendets us in things that most concern
Unpractis’d, unprepar’d, and still to sesk.
Therefore from this high pitch let us descend
A lower flight, and speak of things at hand ,
Useful, whence haply mention may arise 205
Of something not unseasonable to ask,
By sufferance, and thy wonted favour deign’d.

ee I have heard relating what was done
Ere my remembrance ; now hear me relate
My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard; 205
And day is yet not spent; till then thou seest
How subtly to detain thee I-devise,
Inviting thee to hear while I relate,
Fond, where it not in hope u7 thy reply :
For while [ sit with thee I seem In heaven, 10
And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear
‘Than fruits of palm-tree, pleasantest to thirst
And hunger both, from labour, at-the hour
Of sweet repast ; they satiate, and soon fill 214
‘Though pleasant ; but thy words, with grace divine
Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety.”

To whom thus Raphael answer’d heavenly meek .
“Nor are thy lips ungraceful, sire of men! :
Nor tongue ineloguent ; for God on thee
Abundantly his gifts hath also pourd, W
Inward and outward both, is image fair;
Speaking or mute, all comeliness and grace
Attends thee, and each word each motion forms ;
Ner less think we in heaven of thee on earth .
Than of our fellow-servant, and inquire - 285
Gladly into the ways of God with man;
For Gad we see hath honour'd thee, and set
On man his equal love: say, therefore, on, 1
For I that day was absent, as befell,
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure, 230.
Far on excursion toward the gates of hell ;
Bquar’d in full legion (such command we had) -

0 see that nane thence issued forth a spy,
Or énemy, while God was in his work, '
Lest he, incens’d at such eruption bold, 35
Destruction with creation might have mix'd.
Not that they durst without his leave attemyt
But us he sends upon his high behests
For state, as Sov’reign King, and to inure
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%pmmpt obedience. Fast we found, fast shut
dismal gates. and barricado’d strong ; 41
But, long ere our approaching, heard within

Noise, cther than sound of dance or song,
Torment, and lond lament, and furious rage.

Glad we return’d up to the coasts of light M5
Ere sabbath evening: so we bad in charge. *

But thy relation now ; for 1 attend.

Pleas’d with thy words, no les« than thou with mine.”

So spake the godlike power, and thus our sire

¢ For man to tell how human life beilm 21BO
fs hard ; for who himself beginring knew ?

Desire with thee still longer to converse

[nduc’d me. As new wak’d from soundest sleep,
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid

In balmy sweat, which with his beams the sun 258
Soon dried, and on the reeking moisture fed.
Straight toward heaven m wond’riﬂf'«yes I turn’d,
And gaz’d awhile the ample sky ; till rai’d

By quick instinctive motion up m;prung,
-As thitherward endeavouring, upright 260
Stood on my feet; about me round I saw

Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains,
And liquid lapse of murm’ring streams; by these,
Crgatures that liv’d and mov’d, and walk'd, or flew
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smil’d ;
With fragrance, and with joy my heart o’erflow’d.
Myszelf I then perus'd, and limb by limb 207
Survey'd, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran
With mprle joints, as lively vigour led:

But who [ was, or where, or from what cause,
Knew not : to speak I tried, and forthwith spake

My tongue obey’d, and readily could name

te'er [ saw. ¢ Thou sun,’ said I, ¢ farr light,

And thou enlighten’d earth, so fresh a:;l.dgn o
Ye hills, and dales, ye rivers, woods, p{nim, 275
And ye that live nng move, fair creatures, tell,

Lell, if ye saw, how came I thus, how here?
Not of myself; by some great Maker then,
In ﬁoodneu and in power pre-eminent ; .
Tell me how may I know him, how adore, 80
From whom I have that thus [ move, and live

And feel that I am happier than I know.’

While thas 1 call'd, and strav’d 1 knew not whithier,

'
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From where | first drew ait, and fixst beheld
.This happy light, when answer none returnd, 285
On a green shady bank, prufuse of lowers, .
Pensive I sat me down; there gentle slecp
First found me, and with soft oppression seiz’d
My drowsed sense, untroubled, vgnough I thought
I then was passing to my former statg W0
Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve ; L
When suddenly stood at my head a dream,
‘Whose inward apparition gently mov’d
My fancy to believe I yet had being,
And livd. One came, methought, of shape divine,
And said; ¢ Thy mansion wants thee, Adam, rise296
First man, of men innumerable ordain’d
First fatner ! call'd by thee I come thy guide
To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepar’d.’
8o saying, by the hand he took me rais’d, -300
And over fields and waters, as in air .
Smooth;sliding without step, last led me up
A woody mountain ; whose high tap was plain,
A circuit wide enclos’d ; with goodliest trees g
Planted, with walks and bowers, that what I saw 306
Of earth before scarce pleasant seem’d. Each tree -
Loaden with fairest fruit, that hung to th’ eys -
‘Tempting, stirr’d in me sudden appetite i
Tq pluck and eat ; whereat I wak’d, and found

sfore mine eyes all real, as the dream 3
Had lively shadow’d. Here had new begun
My wand’r.ng, had not he, who was my guide
Up hither, from among the trees appear'd, -
Presence divine. Rejoicinﬁ, but withaws,
In adoration at his feet I fe - 3k8
Submies: l'.ei rear’d me, and, ¢ Whom thou sought’st

9 .

 lam)
Said mildly, ¢ Author of all this thou seest
Above, or round about thee, or beneath.
This Paradise.I give thee, count it thine.
To till, and keep, and of the fruit toeat: . . :320
Of every tree that in the garden grows
Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth
But of the tree whose operation brings
Knowledge of good and il,, which I have set . *
The pledge of thy obedience and thy futh, 828
Am’ltr the garden by the tres of life,
Remember what } warn thee, shun “o taste,
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And shun the bitter consequence : for know

The day thon eatest thereof, my sole command :
Tranegress’d, inevitably thou shalt die, 30
From that day mortal, and this happy state

Shalt lose, expell’d from hence into a world

Of wo and sorrow.” Sternly he pronounc’d

The rigid interdiction, which resounds

Yet dreadful in ming ear, though in my choice 338
Not to incur; but soon his clear aspect

Return’d, and gracious purpose thus refew’d :

¢Not only these fair bounds, but all the earth

To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords

Dossesa it, and all things that therein liv 340
Or live in sea, or air, bheast, fish, and fo )

In sign whereof each bird and beast behold .

After their kinds ; I bring them to receive °

From thee their names, and pay thee fealty

With low subjection ; understand the same 343
Of fish within their wat’ry residence,

Not hither summon’d, since they cannot change
Their element, to draw the thinner air.”

As thus he spake, each bird and beast behold ,
A proaching two and two, these cow’ring low 350
VJ)lth blandishment, each bird stoop’d on his wing.

I nam’d them, as they pass’d, and understood

Their nature, with such knowledge God endued

My sudden apprehension ; but in these .
I found not Wiat methought I wanted still 3583
And to the heavenly vision thus presum’d: .

“¢0 by what name, for thon above all these, ~
Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher,
Surpassest far my naming, how may I .
Adore thee, Author of this universe, 368
And all this good to man ? for whose well-being
8o amply, and with hands so liberal,

Thou hast provided all things : but with me

[ see not w{:opuuku In solitude .

What happiness, who can enjoy alo; 368
Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? .
Thus I presumptuous ; and the vision brgh',

As with a smile m:re brighten’d, thas repiiod :

¢ What eall’st thou solitudo ? is nct the enrta’
With various living cres ures, and the air. L]
13
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Replenisid, a «d all theee at thy command . :

‘To coine and play before thee 7" knowest thou not

‘Their language and their ways? the& alse know, -

And reason not contemptibly ; with

Find pastime and bear rule ; thy realm is large.’ 375

g :ske the liniverul Lord, ::n(:dx mlm:lor;d, .
’ring. I with leave of

And hmr:‘lsl deprecation, thus replied :

“ ¢Let ot ypy words offend thee, heaverdy Power,
My Maker, be parspiﬁous while I speak. _ - 388
Hast thou not made me here thy substitutt,

And these inferior far beneath me set? -

Among unequals what society

Can sort, what harmony or true delight ?

‘Which must be mutual, in proportion due ~ 385
Given and receiv’d ; but in disparity, .
Ehe one intense, the other still remiss,

annot well suit with cither, but soon prove
Tedious alike : of fellowship I speak -
Such as I seek, fit to participate ' 390
All rational delight, wherein the brute
g::not‘be human consort ; they rejoice

h with their kind, lion with lioness;
8o fitly them in pairs thou hast combin’d ;
Much less can bird with beast, or fish with fow] 395
8o well converse, nor with the ox the ape

‘Worse then.can man with beast, and least of all.’ .

“ Whereto th® Almighty answer'd, not displeas'd ¢
¢ A nice and subtle happiness I see
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice -~ * 400
Of thy associates, Adam, and wilt taste s
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. .
‘What think’st thou then of me, and this my state?
Ofs“mh ¥'to thee sufficientl ’d ’

appiness, or not? who am alons 405

From nl;l ‘¢ternity, for none ¥ knowy - '
Second to me or like, efjual much less. - ’
How have I then with whom to hold-converse,
Bave witn the creatures which I made, and thoge
To me inferior, infinite descents a1q
Bencath what other creatures are to thee 7 ‘o

“ He ceas’d ; I lowly answer'd : “To attain
T&¢ height and depth of thy eternal ways '
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All human thouglits come shert, of ‘thi
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee ﬂt
{s no deficience found ; not so is man, - . .
Bat in degree, the cause of his desire, .
By conversation with his like, to help .
Ol: solace his dei‘ecl.n..l :T& need that thow - “
Shouldst te, infinite, v
And thro$ aﬂ numbers Jnolum, though one; - .
But man by number is to manifest -
His simple imperfection, and beget
Like of his like, his image multiplied, - '
In unity-defentive, which roquires L L 498
Collateral love, and dearest amity. .
Thou in th{ secrecy, aitho .%ne, .
g::n}vith thyself accompasnt ,loek’dd’.lu

ial communication, yet, so pleas’ o
Canst raise thy creatun); to what heigit thou wilt
Of unien or communion, deified ; ‘ 43
{ by conversing cannot these erect
From prone, nor in their ways mm.ﬁnd.’ .
‘Thus | embolden’d spake, and us'd .
Permissive, and acceptance found, which gain'd
‘This answer from the gracious voice divine : 436

“¢ Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleas’d,
And find tnee knowing, not of beasts alene,
Which thou hast rig;nnﬁ’ nam’d, but of thysel, .
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, . 40
My image, not imparted to the brute, R
hoseﬁgellowuhip therefore unmeet. for theé
Good reason was thou freely shouldst dislike,
And be 8o minded still ; I, ere thou wpak'st,.- .
Knew it not good for man to be alone, B
‘And no such company as then thou saw'st . .
Intended thee, for trial only b t,
Whes me lthl:::n shal iiﬂun(:hz‘b?-uﬂ,mu
What next I bring shall ] ‘
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other-self, . .
TlLy wish exactly to thy heart’s desire.’ -

“ He ended, or I heard no more, for now
My earthly by his hedvenly overpower'd : -
‘W’i\ich it had'leng stood under, strain’d tosn
{n that eelestinl ealloquy sulilime, -: : .
As with an objest that excels the sense,
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Dazzled and sunk down, and sougln repair

Of sleep, which instamly fell on me, cail'd

By Nature as in aid, and clos’d mine eyes. '
ine eyes he clos’d, but open left the cell 400

Of Fancy, my internal sight, by whieh

Abstract, as m a trance, methought I saw,

Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape

8till gleriou re whom awake I stood ; 465

‘Who, stooping, open’d my left side, and took

From thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm,

And life-blood streaming fresh ; wide was the

But suddenly with flesh fill'd up and heal’d :

'Ehe rib he form'd lnh‘dnglshion’ with his hands ; p
nder his formil s a creature grew, 70

Manlike, but dﬁrem sex, so lovely fair,

That what seem’d fair in all the world, seem’d now

Mean, or in her samm’d up, in her contain'd,

And in her looks, which from that time infus’d

Sweetness into my heart, unfeit before, 475

And into ail things from her air inspir’d

The spirit of love and amorous delifht.

She disa; d, and left me dark; 1 wak'd

To find her, or for ever to deplore

Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure : 489

Whea out of hope, behold her, not far off,

Such as I saw her in my dream, adorn’d

With what all earth or heaven cquld bestow

To n;ke her mid)lmM &n she came,

Led by her heavent rythough uneeen, 485

And guided by-his zom, nor uninform’d

Of nuptial sanctity and marriage rites :

Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye,

In every gesture dignity and love !

I, overjoy'n, ceuld not aloud. 490

¢ This turn hath made amends ; thou hast fulfilind
‘Thy. words, Creator bounteous and benign,
Ghiver of all things, fair, but fairest this
Of all thy gifts, nor enviest. I mow see
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 498
Before me ; Weoman is her of man
Extracted: for this cause he
Father and mother, to his wife adhere ;
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, ome sonl®
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4 She heard me ﬂms, and though dﬂ‘hdy
Yet innocence and virgin modest!
Her virtue and the conacience of ger wonh,
‘That would be woo’d, and not unso! be 'on \
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retir’
The more desirable, or to say all,
Nature herself, though pure of sinful t.bough:i . ‘
‘Wrought in her 00, that seeing me, she t 2
'Af:lilow;,(l’; her ; she what was Wnonr ‘l’mev,
with ol uious majest: B
My pleadedb:zson 'I'b’?hey nuptial bower 810
{ led her, blushing like the mom : all heaven, '
And happy constellations, on that hour '
Shed their selectest influence ; the earth
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ;
ous the birds ; fresh gales and gemle airs 51
ﬁlsper’d it to the wi and from their wings -
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub,
Dupomng till the amorous bird of night
nguspouul, and bid haste the evening star ’
hill top, to light the bridal lamp. : uo

“Thus have I told thee all m mm, and brought
story to the sum of earthl
“’h:ch enjoy, and must confess to ﬁnd
In all things eise delight indeed, but such L
As, ue’d or not, works in the mind no change, m
Nor vehement desire, these delicacies
f mean of taste, sight, smell, herbe, ﬁ\llla,l‘

Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here

'l;ar otherwise { 3 I beﬁ ﬁ ',
ransported tou rnmon rot [ fe 830

Commotion stnnge { inall enjoyments else .’

Superior and unmov'd ; here only weak :

Against the charm of beauty's powcrfn! glance.

Or nature fail’d in me, and left some part. '

Not proof enough such object to sustain, 536

Or from my side subducting, took perhape

More than enough; at least on her bestow'd

‘Too muchrof ornament, in outward stow:

Elaborate, of inward less exact.

For well I understand in the prime end . 540

Of nature her th’ inferior, in the mind

And inward faculties, waica most exeel,
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n outward also her resembi .5

His image who made both, less expiessing

The character of that dominion fmm

QPer other creaturcs; yot when I appruach

Her loveliness, so absolute she sceuns,

And in herself complete, so well to know

Her own, that what she wills to do or say .

A1l higher Rnowienge m bor presence s
wh 0 her ence

Degraded, wisdom in dtseoun;’;?vnh her

‘Looses discount’nanc’d, and like folly shows ;

Authorityand reason on her wait,

As one intended first, not afler made 558

Occasionally ; and, to consummate all,

Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat

Bhuiild in her loveliest, and create an awe

About her, as a guard angelic plac’d.”

To whomdnenngel with contracted brow: 660
“ Accuse not nature, she hath done her. part ;
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident
Of wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou
Dismiss hot her, when most thou need’st her mgh,
By attributing overmuch to things
Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'st.
~ For what admir’st thou, what transports thee 507

%: o“chueld;l: fair dl:o goubt, and worthy well

rishing, thy honouri

H.{ thy subjection: weigh l:ngtL her my:I'f‘-' §7¢
Then value, Oft-times nothing profits more
Than self-esteemy grounded on just and right
Well mamﬁ’d ol' that skill the mere thou know’st,
The more she will acknow thee her head,
And to realities yield all her shows: 575
Made to adorn for thy delight the more,
8o awful, that with honour thou may st love
Thy mate, who soes when thou art seen lcast wise.
4But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind
Is propagated, seem such dear delight
Beyond all other, think the same vouchsaf’d
T cattle and each beast ; which would not be
To them made common and divulg, if ought
T'herein enjoy’d were worthy w suhdue
The soul of man, or passion in him move. 586
What highey in ber secietv thou find’st -
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s, b, radonsl, e sl

n in

Wheo'r:g true love ;dl’m m« refines '
‘The thoughts, and heart hath his seat 590
In reason, and is judicious, is the scale

By which to heavenly love thou may’st ascend ;

I{d sunk in carnal pleasure, for which cause
Among the beasts no mate for thee was found.’

To whom Cius half-abash’d, Adam replied: 595
“Neither her outside form’d so fair, nor ought IS
(nT rocreatio; con;l&o: to all bk:‘lt’y .

«Though higher o genial ar

And with rlngysuriom reverence I deom) .
So much delights me, as those graceful acts, 600
Those thousand decencies that daily flow

From all her words and actions, mix’d with love  {
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeign’d .
Union of mind, or in us both one soul ;

Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605
More grateful than harmonious sound to th’ ear.

Yet these subject not ; I to thee disclose ’
What inward thence | feel, not therefore foil'd, . :
&Vho m:et with various o’.)jea:.t«:,‘n frf?m the sense o .

ariously representing; yet ree, 10
Approveythe best, m:? Ilolzrw what I approve.

‘To love thou blam’st me not, for love thou say’st
Leads up to heaven, is both the wa{ and guide ;
Bear with me then, if lawful what [ask;

Lovs not the heavenly spirits, and how their love
txpress they, by wo{. only, or do they mix 616
{rradiance, virtual or immediate touch ?”

To whom the angel, with a smile that glow’d

Celestial rosy red, love’s proper hue,
Answer'd: % Let it suffice that thou ki1 ow’st
Us happy, and w':hout love no happiness. 621
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy’st
sAnd pure thou wert created) we enjoy

n eminence, and obstacle find none
Of inembrane, joint or limb, exclusivebars; 685
Easier than air with air, if spirits embrace,
Total they mix, union of pure with pure  °
Desiring ;" nor restrain’d conveyance need,

«As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with soul.
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But I can now 06 more ;' the parting sum' 630
Beyond the earth’s green 'ICBI:e snd verdant Isles -
Hesperian sets, i to depart. . . '
Bé mg, five lmnglyl,g:nd love ; but first of all,
Him whom lova is to abey, and keep
g.iugrut eommand ;' take heed leueadon sway -

by;f'udgnwm 10 do ought, which else free will 636"
‘Would not admit : thine and of all thy sons .
'[l'il'l:dvlvenl or wo in ’t.lmli]s plac’d; beware!

perseve rejoice,

Andcﬁthohle:':;g stand fast to stand or fall 640 .
Freein thine own ashitrament it lies. -
Perfect within no outwird aid require ;
And all temptation to transgress repel.”

So saying, he'arose ; whom Adam thus
Follow’d with: benediction :- “ Since to part, 645
& h:avenl{ guest, ethereal messenger,

t from whose sov’reign adore.

Gentle to me and aflable hm
Thy condescension, and shall be homour'd ever
With grateful memory: thou to mankind 656
Be good and friendly still, and oft return.”

lo;nrtedt.bey the angel u to heaven
Frocm the thick abade, and_ Adam to his bowes.

|}

RNDP OF SOUR RIGRTR.



PARADISE LOST.

BOOK IX.

THE ARGUMENT.

Satan having compassed the earth, witn me Atated guile
returns as a mist by night into Paradise, and enters
into the serpent sleeping. JAdam and Eve in the
morning go forth to their labours, which Eve proposes
lo dinde in-several places, each labouring apart.
Adam consents not, alleging the danger, lest that.
eneny, of whom th% were forewarned, niauld attempt
her found alone. Eve, loth to be thought not circum-
spect or firm enough, urges her going dpart, the rather
desrous to make trial of her strength: JAdam at last
yields. The serpent finds her alome; his subtle
approach, first gazing, then speaking, twith muck
flaltery extolling Eve above all other creatures. Eve,
wondering o hear the serpent speak, asks how he
atlaired to human speech and such understanding not
till now ; the Serpent answers, that by lasting of e
certain tree in the garden he attained both to speeck
and reasen, till tien void of both., Eve requires him
to bring her lo that tree, and finds it to be the tree of
knowledge forbidden. The Serpent, now greton
boider, with many wiles and argumen’s induces her
at length to eat : ske, pleased twith the taste, deliberates
awhile whether to impart thereyf to Adam or not ; at
last brings him of the fruit, relates what persuaded
hLer to eat thereof. JAdam, at first amazea, but
ceiving her lost, resolves, th-ough veh of z:::
to perish with her ; and, exlenuating the trespass,
eats also of the fruit. The cffects thereof in them
both ; they seek to cover their nakedness; then fall tw
veriance and i 4;{ one anoth

1
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No more of talk, where God or angel guest
‘With man, as with his friend familliar us’d
To sit indulgent, and with him partake
Rural repast, permitting him the while
Venial discourse unblam’d :. I now mus change 5
Those notes to tragic ; foul distrust, and beeach
Disloyal on the part of mar, revolt
And disobedience ; on the part of héaven,
Now alienated, distance and distaste,
Anger and just rebuke, and judgment given, 10
‘That brought into this world a world of wo,
8in, and her'shadow Death, and Misery
Death’s harbinger. Sad task! K:t argument
Not less, but more heroic than'the wrath
Of stern Achilles on his foe pursu’d, \5
Thrice fugitive, about Troy wall; or rage
Of Turnus for Lavinia disespous'd :
Qr Neptune’s ire, or Juno’s that so long
Perplex’d the Greek and Cytherea’s.son
[f answerable style I can obtain 20
Of my celestial patroness, who deigns
Her nightly visitation unimplor’d,
And dictates to me slumb’ring, or inspires
Easy my unpremeditated verse:
gil:::’ ‘f’irst this subject for her(:iit;):ng ine ] 25
me, long choosing, an inning lgre;
Not sedulous l':yg nature to indite
Wa_s, hitherto the only argument
Heroic deem’d, chief mast’ry to dissect
‘With long and tedious havoe, fabled knights 30
In battles feign’d ; the better fortitude
Of patience and heroic martyrdom
Unsung ; or to describe races and es,
Or tilung farniture, emblazon’d shields,
Impresses quaint, caparisons, and steeds ; 35
Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights
At joust and tournament ; then marshall’d feast
Serv’d up in hall with sewers, and seneschals ;
The skil?af artifice or office mean,
Not that which justly gives heroic name 40
To person orto poem. Me, of tnese
Nor skill'd nor studious, higner argument
Remains, sufficient of itself to raise
That name, unless an age too late, or cold
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 45
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Depress’d, and much they may, if all be mine,
Not hers who brings it nightly to my ear.

The sun was sunk, and after him thé star

Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring

Twilight upot. the earth, short arbiter

*Twixt day and night; and now from end to end

+ Night's hemisphero had veil’d th’ horizon round :
Wlﬁen Satan, who late fled before the threats

Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv’d

In meditated fraud and malice, bent 56

On man’s destruction, maugie what might hap

Of heavier on himself, fearless return’d.

By night he fled, and at midnight return’d

From compassing the earth, cautious of day,

Sinee Uriel, regent of the sun, descried - 60

%is ﬂl:mntcl:’ and forew'?lm'd thel cherubim driv
'hat kept their watch ; thence, full of anguish driven,

The spuge of seven continued nights he rode '

With darkness, thrice the equinoctial line

He circled, four times cross’d the car of night 65

From pole to pole, traversing each colure ;

On th' eighth return’d, and on the coast, averse

From entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth

Found unsuspected way. There was a place, *

Now nct;:.; though sin, not time, first wrought 071;

nge,
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradise

Into a gulf shot under ground, till

Rose up a fountain by the tree of life :

In with the river sunk, and with it rose

Satan involv'd in rising mist, then sought 78
Where to lie hid ; sea he had search’d, and land -
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool

Mzeeotis, up beyond the river Ob ;

Downward as far antarctic; and in Length

West from Orontes to the ocean bar"d

At Darien, thence to the land where flows
Ganges and Indus. Thus the orb he rcam’d
‘With narrow search, and with inspection deep
Consider’d every creature which of all

Most opportune might serve his wiles, and found 8§
The serpent subtlest beast of all the field.

Him, after long debate, irresolute

Of thoughts revolv'd, his final sentence chose
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Fit vessel, fittest imp ef fraud, in whom

I'o enter, and his dark suggestiors hide W
From sharpest sight : for in the wily snake,
Whatever sleights, none would suspicious mark,

As from his wit and native subtlety

Proceeding, which in other beasts observ’d

Doubt might beget of diabolic power, -

Active within beyond the sense of brute.

Thus he resolv’d’; but first from inward grief,

His bursting passion into plaints thus pour'd ;

“ 0 earth, how like to heaven, if not preferr'd
More justly, seat worthier of gods, as built 100
With second thoughts, reforming what was old !

For what God after better worse would build ?
Terrestrial heaven, danc'd round by other heavens
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps,
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems, 105
In theo concentring all their ious beams
Of sacred influence! As God in heaven

Is centre, yet extends to all, so thou

Centring receiv’st from all those orbs ; in thee,
Not in themselves, all their known virtue appears
Productive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 1ns
Of creatures animate with gradual life .
Of growth, sense, reas™n, all summ’d up in man.
With what delight counld I have walk’d thee round,
If I could joy in ought, swect interchange 11e
Of hili, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains,

Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crewn'd,
Rocks, dens, and caves! But I in none of these

Find place or refuge ; and the more I see

Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 120
Torment within me, as from the hatefial siege

Of contraries ; all good to me becomes

Bane, and in heaven much worse would be my state,
But neither here seek I, no nor in heaven,

To dwell, unless by mast’ring heaven’s Supreine ;
Nor hope to be myself less miserable 126
By what I seek, but others to make such

As I, though thereby worse to me redound :

For ouly in destroying b find ease :

To my relertiess &ou.ghm ; and him destroy'd, 130
Or won to wiat niay work his vtter loss,

For whom all this was made, all this wiil soan
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Follow, as i6 him link’d in weal or wo ;
In wo then ; that destruction wide may range.
To me shall be the glory sole amoug 138
Th’ infernal powers, in one aay to have marr’d
What he, Almighty styl'd, six nights and days
Continued making, a.ng who knows how long
Before had been contriving ? thouih mnpl
Not longer than since I in one night 140
From servitude inglorious well nigh haif
Th’ angelic pame, and thinner left the throng
Of his adorers : he to be aveng’d, i
And to repair his numbers thus impair’d,
Whether such virtue spent of 6ld now fail'd 145
More angels to create, if they at least
Are his created, or to spite us more,
Determin’d to advance into our room
A creature fonn'd of earth, apd him endow,
Exalted from so base original, 150
With heavenly spoils, our spoils. What he decreed
He effected : man he made, and for him built
Magnificent this world, and earth his seat,
Him lord pronounc’d, and, O indignity !
Subjected to his service angel wings, 158
And flaming ministers, to watch and tend
Their earthly char; Of these the vigilance
ai_reag, m;ld to elude, t.‘limn lv.’v':-:app’d il:i mist

midnight va, lide obscure, and p:
In everyiulh mfgake, where hap ma;y find 160
‘The serpent sleeping, iv whose mazy folds
‘T'o hide me, and the dark intent 1 bring.
O foul descent ! that 1, who erst contended
With gods to sit the highest, am now constrain’d .
Into a t, and mix'd with bestial slime, 165
‘This essence to incarnate and imbrute, .
That to the height of Deity u‘rir’d;
But what will not ambition and revenge '
Descend to? who aspires, must down as low
%u l‘ig:;ho :onr’d, obnoxious, ﬂrzl;:r'-l‘:::t, 19

o t thi Revenge, at first swebt,
Bitter ere Iong,g&huck on intg:’lfrecoill: ogh Swetty .
Letit; I reck not, so it hght well aim'd,
Since higher [ fall short, on him who next C
Provukes my envy, this new fav'rite 178
Of heaven this man of clx;y, son of despite, - .
16+

‘
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‘Whom us the more to spite his Maker rais’d
From dust. Spite then with spite is best repaid.”

8o saying, thro éach thicket, dank or dry,
Like a gllanci misl“lg‘:v creeping, he held on 180
His midnight search, where soonest he might find
‘The serpent : him fast sleeping soon he found
In labyrinth of many a round self roll’d,

His head ths midst, well stor'd with subtle wiles.
Not yet ir. horrid shade or dismal d 185
Nor nocent yet, but on the grassy h‘;?'tx,

Foarless, unfear'd he slept: in at his mouth

The Devil enter’d, and his brutal sense,

In heart, or head, possessing, soon inspir'd

With act intelligential ; but his sleep 190
Disturb’d not, waiting close th’ approach of morn.

Now, when the sacred light began to dawn
In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath’d

Their morning incense, when all things that breathe
From the earth’s great altar send up silent praise 198
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill
With grateful smell, forth came the human patr,
And join'd their vocal worskip to the choir
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake
‘The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs, 200
‘Then commune how that day they best may ply
Their growing work ; for much their work outgrew
The hands despatch of two gard’ning so wide,
And Eve first to her h thus began :

“ Adam! well may we labour still to dress 205
This ﬁarden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower,
Our plessant task en'om’c{ but till more hands
Aid us, the work under our labour grows,
Luxurious by restraint ; what we by day
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, %0
One night or two with wanton fmwth derides,
Tending to wild. Thou, therefors, now advise,

Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present,
Let us divide our labours, thou where choice

Leads thee, or where most needs, whether t» wine:
The wondbine round this arbour, or direct Ve
The clasping ivy where to climb, while ],

In yonder spring of roses intermux’d
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With myrtie, find what to recress till noon :

For while so near each oti:er thus all day 220
Our task we choose, what wonder if so near ¢
Looke intervene, and smiles, or object new

+ Casuai discourse draw on, which mtermits

-

Our day’s work ht to little, though begun
Early, and th’ hour of supper comes unearn’d :” 283

‘To whom mild answer Adam thus return’d :
“ Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond
Compare, above all living creatures dear !
Well hast thou motion’d, well thy thoughts emplcy’d,
How we might well fulfil the work which here 230
God hath assign’d us, nor of me shalt pass
Unprais'd ; for nothing lovelier can be found
[n woman, than to study household gond,
And good works in her husband to promote.
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord impos’d 35
Labour, as to debar us when we nee
Refreshment, whether food, or talk between,
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse
Of looks and smiles; for smiles from reason flow,
To brute denied, and are of love the food, 240
Love not the lowest end of human life.
For not to irksome toil, but to delight,
He made us, and delight to reason join’d.
These paths and bowers, doubt not but our joint hands
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 245
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long
Assist us : but if mucg' converse perhaps
Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield ;
For solitude sometimes is best society,
And short retirement urges sweet return, 250
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm
Befall thee sever’d from me ; for thou know'st
What hath' been warn'd us, what malicious foe,
Envying our happiness, and of his own
Despairing, seeks to work us wo and shame 255
By sly assault ; and sumewhere nigh at hand

atches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find,
His wish and best advantage, us asunder,
Hopeless to circumvent us join’d, where each
To other speedy aid might lend at need ; 260
Whether his first design be to withdraw
Our fealty from God, or to disturb
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Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliss

Enjoy’d by us excites his envy more ;

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 265
‘That gave thee being, still shades thee and protects
The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks,

Safest and seemliest by her husband stays,

Who guards her, or with her the worst endures.”

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 270
As one who loves, and some unkindness meets,
With sweet austere composure thus replied :

“ Offspring of heaven and earth, and all earth’s lord !
‘That such an enemy we have, who seeks
\A)ur r'pin, bu(;:h by thee infolrm’d I’{l elard,m 275
nd from ing a ove
* Asina shadymkn? ston%fi behind,
Just then return’d at shut of evening flowers.
But that thou shouldst my firmness therefore doubt
To God or thee, because we have a foe 230
May tempt it, I expected not to hear.
His violence thou st not, being such
As we, not capable of death or pain,
Can either not reccive, or can Yepel. .
His fraud is then thy fear, which plain infers 383
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduc’d ; [breast,
Thoughts! which how found they harbour in thy
Adam, misthought of her to thee so deur 7

“To whom with Healing words Adam replica 390
“ Daughter of God and man, immortal Eve!
For such thou art, from sin and blame entire ;
Not diffident of thee do [ dissuade
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid
Th’ attempt itself, intended by our foe. 298
For he who tempts, though in vain, at least ssperses
The tempted with dishonour foul, suppos’d
. Not incorruptible of faith, not proof
Against temptation: thou thyself with scorn
And anger wouldst resent the offer’d wrong, 30V
Though ireffectual found ; misdeem not then,
f such afirent I labour to avert
From thee aione, which on us both at once
The enemy, though bold. will hardly dare,
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Or daring, first on me th’ assault shall light. 305
Nor thqu his malice and false guile contemn ;

Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce

Angels, nor think surerﬂuous others aid.

I from the influence of thy looks receive

Access in every virtue, in thy sight 310
More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were
Of outward strength ; while shame, thou looking on,
Bhame to be overcome or over-reach’d,

Would utmest vigour raise, and rais’d unite.

‘Why shouldst not thou like sense within thee feel
When | am present, and thy trial choose 316
With me, best witneds of thy virtue tried ?”

So spake domestic Adam in his care
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought
Less attributed to her faith sincere,
Thus her reply with accent sweet renew’d:

“If this be our co dition, thus to dwell
In narrow circuit straiten’d by a.-foe, ’
Subtle or violent, we not endued .
8Single with like defence, wherever met, 325
How are we happy, still in fear of harm?
But harm precedes not sin ; only our Toe
Tempting affronts us with his foul esteem
Of our integrity ; his foul esteem
Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 330
Foul on himself: then wherefore shunn'd or fear’d
By us? who rather double honour gain
From his surmise prov'd false, find peace withir,
Favour from heaven, our witness from th’ eveat.
And what is faith, love, virtue, unassay’d ? 335
Alone, without exterior help sustain’d ?
Let us not then suspect our happy state
Left so imperfect by the Maker wise,
As not secure to single or combin’d.
Frail is our happiness, if this be so, 340
And Eden were no Eden thus expos’d.”

To whom thus Adam fervently replied :
“ O Woman, best are all things as the will
Of God ordain’d them; his creating hand
N othir:f imperfect or deficient left 848
Of all tkat he created. much less man,
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Or ought that might his happy stats secure,
Secuurf‘t"mm outward force ,p P!Zithin himself

The danger lies, yet lies within his power :

Against his will he can receive no harm. 35¢C
But God left free the will ; for what obeys .
Reason is free, and reason he made right, ,

But bid her well beware, and stilt erect,

Lest by some fair u}:reannggood surpris’d,

She dictate false, and misinform the will 358
To do what God expressly hath forbid.

Not then mistrust, but tender love enjoins,

Chat I should mind thee oft, mind thou me.
Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve,

Since reason not impossibly may meet

Some specious object by the foe suborn’d,

And fall into deception unaware,

Not keeping strictest watch, as she was warn’d.
Seek not temptation then, which to evoid

‘Were better, and most likely if from me 365
Thou sever not: trial will come unsought.

Wouldst thou approve thy constancy ? approve
First thy obedience; th’ other who can know,

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ?

But if thou think trial unsought may find 370
Us both securer than thus warn’d thou seem’st,

Go; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more ;

Go in thy native innocence, rely

On what thou hast of virtue, summon all, 374
For God tow’rds thee hath done his part, do thine ™

So spake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve
Persisted, yet submiss, though last, replied :

“ With thy permission then, and thus forewarn'd,
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words
Touch’d only, that our trial, when least sought, 380
May find us both perhaps far less prepard,

‘The willinger I go; nor much expect
A foe so proud will first-the weaker seek ; R
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse.” 384

Thus saying, from her husband’s hand her hand
Boft she withdrew, and like a wood-nymph light,
Oread, or Dryad, cr of Delia’s train,

Betook her to the groves, bat Delia’s self



Book IX.| PARADISE LOST. 191

In gait surpass’d, and goddess-like deport ; N

Tl'%mugh nopt.; she, withdbow and quiver arm’d, «390

But with such gard’ning tools as Art yet rude,

Guiltless of fire, had form’d, or nnsels brought.

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adorn’d, e

Likest she scem’d Pomona when she fled

Vertumnus, Jr to Ceres in her prime, 395

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove.

Her long with ardent look his eye pursu’d

Delighl.ed, but desiring more her stay.

Oft he to her hia charge of quick return -~

Repeated, she to him as oft engag'd 400

To be return’d by noon amid the er,

And all things in best order to invite

Noontide repast, or afternoon’s re;

O much deceiv’d, much failing, hapless Eve,

?‘f thy presum’d return! event perverse! 405

li'hou neyer lt":om that hour in Paradise

'ound’st either sweet repast, or sound repose ; .

Such ambush hid among sweet flowers and shades

Waited with heliish rancour imminent

To intercept thy way, or send thee back 410

Despoil’d of innocence, of faith, of bliss.

For now, and since first break of dawn, the fiend,

Mere serpent in ap| ce, forth was come,

And on his quest where likeliest he might find,

The only two of mankind, but in them 415

The whole included race, his purpos’d prey.

In bower and field he sought, where any tuft

Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay,

Their tendance or plantation for delight;

E{ fountain or by shady rivulet 420

e sought them but wish’d his hap might find

Eve separate; he wish'd, but not with hope

Of what so0 seldom chanc’d, when to his wish,

Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies,

Veil’d in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, «{35

Half spied, so thick the roses bushing round

About her glow'd ; oft stooping to support

Each flower of slender stalk, :Eoce head tho’ gay

Carpatinn, purple, azure, er speck’d with gold, '
arooping unsustain’d ; them she upstays 430

Gently with myrtle band, mindless the while .

Herself, thcugh fairest unsupported flower,

From her best prop so far, and storms so nigh.
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Nearer he drew, and many a walk travers d

Of siateliest eoven‘)oeedar, pine, or palm; 438
Then vo'uble and bold, now hid, now seen,

Among thick-woven arborets and flowers

Imborder’d on each bank, the hund of Eve :

Spot more delicious than those gardens feign’

Or of reviv’d Adonis, or renown’d 440
Alcinous, host of old Laertes’ son,

Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king

Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse.

Much he the place admir’d, the person more.

As one who long in populous city pent, 45
‘Where houses thick and sewers annoy the air,

Forth issuing, on a summer’s morn, to breathe
Among the pleasant villages and farms

Adjoin’d, fram each thing met conceives delight,
The smell of grain, or tedded , or kine,

Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound ;

If chance with nymph-like step fair virgin pass,
Wha* pleasing seem’d, for her now pleases

She most, and in her look sums all delight ;

Such pleasure took the serpent to behold

This flowery plat, the sweet reccss of Eve

Thus early, thus alone ; her heavenly form

Angelic, but mcre soft and feminine,

Her graceful innocence, her every air

Of gesture, or least action, overaw’d 460
His malice, and with rapine sweet bereavid

His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought :

That space the evil one abstracted atood

From his own evil, and for the time remain’d
Stupidly good, of enmity disarm’d, 465
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge ;

But the hot hell that always in him burns,

Though in mid heaven, soon ended his delight,

And tortures him now more, the more he sees

Of pleasure not for him ordain'd : then soon 470
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts

Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites :

% Thoughts, whither have ye led me? with what
sweet
Compulsion thus transported to forget
‘What hither brought us! bhate, not love, nor hope
Of Paradise for hell, hape here to taste 47
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Of pleasure, hutall pleasure to destroy,

Save what is in destroying; cther joy

To meis lost. Then et me not let C
Occasion which now smiles; behold alone 480
The woman, opportune to all attempts, -

Her husband, (for I view far round,) not nigh,
Whose higher intellectual more I shun,

And strength, of courage huughtr, and of limb
Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould, 485
Foe not informidable, exempt from wound, .

L not ; 50 much hath hell debas’d, and pain
Enfeebled me, to what I was in heaven.

She fair, divinely fair, fit love for gods, -
Not terrible, though terror be in love 440
And beauty, not-approach’d by stronger hate,

Hate stronger, unJ:ar show of love well feign’d,

The way which to her ruin now I tend.” -

So spake the enemy of mankind, enclos’d
[n serpent, inmats bad, and toward Eve 495
Address'd his way, not with indented wave,
Prone on the ground, as since ; but on his rear,
Circular base of rising folds, that tower’d,
Fold above fold, a surging maze, his head
Crested aloft, and carbuncle his eyes; 500
With burnish’d neck of verdant gold, erect
Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass

loated redundant: pl g was his shape,
And lovely ; riever since of serpent kind
Lovelier, not those that in Illyria chang’d 505.
Elermione and Cadmus, or the
[n Epidaurus; nor to which tfansform’d
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was secn,
He with Olympias, this with her who bore ’
Scipic, the height of Rome. With tract oblique 51¢
At first, as one who sought access, but fear’d
To intermpt, side-tong he works his way.
As when a ship, by skilful steersman wrought,
Nigh river's or foreland, where the wind '
Veers oft, as oft so steers, and shifts hersail : 516
8o varied he, and of his: tortuous train
Curl’d many a wanton wreath in sight of Eve,
‘To lure her eye ; she busied heard the sound
Of rustling .eaves, but ‘g"mded not, as us'd :
To such rt befere ;hruqh the field, 420

1
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From every beast, more duteous at her call

Than at Circean call the herd disguvis'd.

He bolder now, uncall’d before her stood,

But as in gaze admiring: oft he bow'd

His turret crest, and sleek enamell’d neck, 523
Fawning, and lick’d the ground whereon she trod.
His gentle dumb expression turn’d at length

‘The eye of Eve to mark his play; he glad

Of her attention gain’d, with serpent tongue
Organic, or impﬁ:e of vocal air, 530
His fraudulent temptation thus began :

“ Wonder not, sov’reign mistress, if perhaps
Thou canst, who art sole wonder ; much less arm
Thy looks, the heaven of mildness, with disdain,
Displeas’d that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535
Insatiate, | thus single, nor have fear'd 1
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd.

Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair,

Thee all thmis living gaze on, all things thine

By gift, and thy celestial beauty adore 5w

V&ith ravishment beheld, there ﬁcsl beheld

Where umversally admir'd; but here °

In this enclosure wild, these beasts

Beholders rude, and shallow to discern

Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 545

‘Who sees thee ? (and what is one ?) who shouldst b
seen

A goddess among gods, ador’d and serv'd

By angels numberless, thy daily train.”

So gloz'd the tempter, and his poem tun’d ;
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, £50
Though at the voice much marvelling: at length
Not unamaz’d she thus in answer spake :

“ What may this mean? language of man pro-
nounc’d
By tor:guc of brute, and human sense express’d ?
first at least of these I thought denied 585

‘To beasts, whom God on their creation day
Created mute (0 all articulate sound ;
The latier [ demur, for in their looks
Much reason, and in their actions, off appears.  ~
Thee, Serpent, subtlest beast of a.l the field 560
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[ knew, but not with human voice endued ;
Redouble then this miracle, and say,

How cam’st thcu speakable of mute, and how

To me so friendly grown above the rest

Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight ? 565
Say, for such wonder claims attention due.”

To whom the guileful tempter thus replied :
“ Enipress 6f this fair world, resplendent Eve!
Easy to meit is to tell thee all
What thou command’st, and right thou lbmﬂd-ts %
obey’d : :

[ was at first as other beasts that

The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low,

As was my food ; nor ought but food discern’d

Or sex, and apprehended nothing high ;

Till on a day, roving the ficld, I chanc’d 878
A goody tree far distant to behold,

Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mix’d,

Ruddy and gdld: I nearer drew to gaze ;

When from the boughs a savoury odour blown,
Grateful to appetite, more pleas’d my sense *580
Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats

Of ewe or goat drooping with milk ateven,
Unsuck’d of lamb or kid, that tend their play.

To satisfy the sharp desire I had

Of tasting those fair apples, I resolv’d 585
Not to defer; hunger mdezf\im at oncs,

Powerful persuaders, quicken’d at the scent

Of that alluring fruit, urf’d me 50 keen.

About the mossy trunk I wound me soon,

For high from ground the branches would require 590
Thy utmost reach, or Adam’s : round the tree
Allother beasts that saw, with like desire

Longing and envying stood, but could not reach.
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hu

Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my 595
I spar’d not, for such pleasure till that hour

At fecd or fountain never had I found.

Sated at length, ere long I might perceive

Strange alteration in me, to degree

Of 1eason in my inward powers, end speech

Wanted not long, l.houg{:ow this shape retain’d,
‘Thenceforth to speculations high or deep

I turn’d my thoughts, and with capacious mind
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Consider’d all things visible in heavep, .
Or earth, or middle. all things fair and good : 608
But all that fair and gond in thy divine

Semblance, and in thy beauty’s heavenly ray,
United I beheld ; no zir to thine

Equivalent. or second, which compell’d

Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 610
And gaze, and worship thee, of right deciar'd
Sov'reign of creatures, universal damo.”

So talk’d the spirited sly snake; and Eve,
Yet more nmaz’«f, unwary thus replied:

¢ Serpent, th over)::uniaing leaves in doubt 615
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first prov’d :

But say, where grows the tree, from hence how far ?
For many are the trees of God that grow

In Paradise, and various, yet unknown

‘To us; in such abundance lies our choice, 6N
As leaves a greater store of fruil untouch'd,

8till hanging incorruptible, till men .

Grow up to their provision, and more hands

Help to disburden Nature of her birth.”

To whom the wily adder, blithe and glad: 623
% Empress, the way is ready, and notlong;
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, .
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket pass’d
Of blowing m{rrh and balm ; if thou aceept
My conduct, | can bring thee thither soon.” 630

“Lead then,” said Eve, He leading, swiftly roll’d
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight,
To mischief swift. Hope elevates, and joy
Brightens his crest ; as when a wand’ring fire,
ComJ)m af unctuous vapour, which the night 635
Condenses, and the cold environs round,
Kindled through agitation to a flame,
Which oft, they say, some evil spirit attends,
Hovering and blazing with delusive light,
Misleads th’ amaz’d night-wand’rer from his way 640
Thro’ bogs and mires, and oft thro’ pond or
"There swallow’d up and lost, from suceour far, .
So glister’d tne dire snake, and into frand

Eve, our credulous mother, to the Wee
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Of prohibition, root of all our wo ; 645
Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spake :

¢ Serpent, we might havespar'd our coming hither,
Fruitless to me, though fruit be here to excess,
‘The credit of whose virtue rest with thee,
‘Wondrous indeed, if cause of such effects, 650
But of this tree we may not taste nor touch;
God 80 commanded, and left that command
Sole daughter of his voice ; the rest, we live
Law to ourselves, our reason is our law,”

‘To whom the tempter guilefully replied : 653
“ Indeed ! hath God then said that of the fruit
Of all these garden trees ye shall not eat,
Yet lords declar’d of all in earth or air ?”

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless: ¢ Of the fruit
Of each tree in the garden we may eat,
But of the fruit of this MMir tree, amidst
‘The garden, God hath said, ¢ Ye shall not eat
Thereof, nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die.’ ”

She ;c:l:ice had said, though brief, when now more

'y

The tempter, but with sncw of zeal and love 665
To man, snd indignation at his wrong,
New part puts on, aud as to passioh mov’d,
Fluctuates disturb'd, yet comely and in act
Rais'd, as some great matter to begin.
As when of old some orator renown’d, 670

Athens, or free Rome, where eloquence

ourish’d, since mute, to some great canse address'd,
Btood in himself collected, while each part, .
Motion, each act, won audience ere the tongus,
Bometimes in height began, as no delay 675
Or preface brooking through his zeal of right ; ’
8o standing, moving, or to heiﬁ.ht up-grown,
The tempter, all impassion’d, thus began :

“ O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving plant,
Mother of science ! now I feel thy power
Within me clear, not only to discern
Things in their causes, but to trace th» ways
Of highest agents, deem’d hlow'evv wise.

7
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Queen of this universe, do not believe )

‘Those rigid threats of death ; yeshall notdie; 688

How should ye ? by the fruit? it gives you life

‘To knowledge ; by the threat’'ner? look on me,

Me who have touch’d and tasted, yet both live,

And life more perfect have attain’d than fate

Meant me, by vent’ring higher than my lot. 690

Shall that be shut to man, which to the beast

Is open ? or will God incense his ire <

For such a petty trespass, and not praise

Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pai

©of ieutg denounc'd, whatever thing deatg be, 695

Deterr’d not from achieving what might lead

To happier life, knowledge of good and evil ;

of , how just ? of evil, if what is evil

Be real, why not known, since easier shunn’d -

God, therefore, cannot hurt ye, and be just ; 700

Not just, not God ; not fear’d then, nor obey’d :

'} olir fear itself of death remqyes the fear,

Why then was this forbid ? Why but 10 awe;

Why but to keep you low and ignorant,

His worshippers ; he knows that in the day 708

Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem o clear,

Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then

Open’d and clear'd, and ye shall be as gods.

K};)wing both gnod and evil as they know.

That ye shall be as gods, since I as man, 0

Internal man, is but proportion meet ;

I of brute human, ye of human gods.

8o ye shall die perhaps, by putting off

Human, to put on gods; death to be wish'd,

Though threaten’d, which no worse than this can

bring, 715

And wha* are gnds that man may not become

As they, participating godlike food ?

‘The gods are first, and that advantage use

On our belief, that all from them proceeds :

wuutm) it (,.h for thi;:':ilr earth see,kmd 790
arm’ e sun, ucing every kind,

Them notl?in : if they all things, who inclos’d

Knowledge of good and evil in this tree

That whoso-eats thereof, forthwith attains

Wisdom without their leave ? and wherein lica, 7985

Th’ offence, that man shouid thus attain to. know ?

What can your kngevledge hurt him, or this tree
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Impart against his will, if all be his ?

Or is'it envy, and can envy dwell

In heavenly breasts? These, these, and many more
Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 731
Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste.”

He ended, and his words replets with guile,
Into her heart too easy entrance won.
Fix'd on the fruit she gaz'd, which to behold 736
Might tempt alone, and in her ears the sound
Ye: rung of his persuasive words, impregn’d
‘With reason, to her seeming, and with truth,
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and wak’d
An eager appetite, rais’'d bg' the smell 74C
So savoury of that fruit, which with desire,
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste,
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first,
Pausing awhile, thus to herself she mus'd : 74

% Great,are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits,
Though keps from man, and worthy to be admir'd,
Whose taste, too long forborne, at first essay
g;u elocution me zu:.e, anl(‘i mughtk

e tongue not e for speech tos th ise 3
Thy praise he also, who forpgds thyp::e, ypmlno
Conceals not from us, naming thee the tree
Of know! knowledge both of gaod and evil ; -
Forbids us then to taste, but his forbidding
Commends thee more, while it infers the good:

By thee communicated, and our want : 758

For good unknown, sure is not had, or had

And yet unknown, is as not had at all,

In plain, then, what forbids he but to know,

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise ?

8uch prohibitions bind not.  But if death 760

Bind us, with after-bands, what profits then

Owr inward frcedom? In the day we eat

Of this fair fruit, our docm is, we slall die.

EAI::; lgilu dnomdnement 7 he hath eaten and l‘;vu, .
0ws, speaks, and reasons, and discerns,

Irrational till then. Fosr’ us alone : 768

‘Was death invented ? or to us denied :

This intelleatual fead, for.hensts ressrv’d ?

For beustp it seems: yet that one boant which first

Hath tasted envies not, but brings with joy 770
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The goed befallen him, author unsuspect,

Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile.

What fear 1 then, rather what know to fear

Under this ignorance of good and evil,

Of God or death, of iaw or penalty ? 75
Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine.

Fair to the cye, inviting to the taste,

Ot virtue to make wise : what hinders then

To reach, and feed at once both body and mind 1

8o snying, her rasi: hand in evil hour 780
Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluck’d, she eat1
SMg’m telt the \;oulndl;eand Nlrmre from her seat,

ighing through all her works, gave signs of wo
That.ﬁ} wasulgost. Back to the thicket slunk
The gurty serpent, and well might ; for Eve, 788
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else
rded, such delight till then, as seem’d,
n fruit she never tasted, whether true

Or fancied so, through emmtion high
Of knowledge, nor was head from her thought.
Greedily she ingorg’d without restraint, 791

And knew not eating death. Satiate at length,
And heighten’d as with wine, jocund and boon,
Thus to herself she pleasingly began -

0 sovreign, virtuous, preciows of all trees 795
In Paradise, of operation bless’2
To sapienc?, hitherto obscur'd, infam. 1,
. And tnlﬂfl'air fruit let hang, as to no end
Created ; but henceforth my early care,
Not without song, each morning and due praise, 500
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden ease
Of thy full branches, offer’d free to all ;
Till- dieted by thee I grdw mature
In knowledge, as ths gods who all things'know ;
Though others envy what they canmnot Eiw;
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee 1 owe,
Best guiue ; not following thee I had remam’d
Inignorance ; thou open’st wisdom’s way,
A fivest access, though secret she retire, 810
! And I perhaps am secret ; heaven is high,
High, and remote to see from thencs distinct
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Each thing on.earth ; and other caxe pethaps

May have diverted from continual watch, ,

Qur great forbidder, safe with all his.spies 815 -
About him. But to Adam in what sort .

Siall I appear ? shall I to him make known -

As ret my change, and give him to partake

Full happiness with rae, or rather not,.

But keep the odds of knowledge in my power 820
Without copartner ? so to add what wants :
In female sex, the more to draw his love,

And render me-more equal, and perhaps,

A thing not undesirable, sometime

Superior ; for, inferior who is free ? 838
This may be well : but what if God have seen,

And death ensue? then | shall be no more,

And Adam, wedded to another Eve,

Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct;

A death to think. Confirm’d then I resolve, 830
Adam shall share with me in bliss or wo: .
8o dear I love him, that with him all deaths

I could endure, without him live no life.”

So saying, from the tree her step she turn'd,
But first low reverence done, as to.the power 835
‘That dwelt within, whose presence had infus’d
Into the plant sciential sap, deriv'd
From nectar, drink of g& Adam the while
W aiting desirous her return, had wove . .
Of choicest flowers a garland to adorn 840
Her tresses, and her rural labours crown,

As reapers oft are wont their harvest queen.

Great Joy. he promis’'d to his thoughts, and new -
Solace in her return, so long delay'd ; o

Yet oft his heart, divine of something ill, 8a
Misgave him ; he the faltring measure felt ;

And forth to meet her went, the way she too

That morn when first they parted ; by the tree

Of knowledge he must pass, there ﬁq er me,
Scarce from the tree returning ; in her hand- 850
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smild, :
New gather'd, and ambrosial smell diffus’d,

'(l:‘o him al;e haste:(;’ in her face excuse

ame prologue,-and apology too prompt, . - 854
Which with bland words at will she thus addresw’d ¢-

7

N

.
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“ Hast thou not wonder’d, Adam, at my stay?
Thee I have miss'd, and thought it long, depriv'd
‘Thy presence, y of love till now
Not fglt, nor shall be twice, for never more
Mean I to try, what rash untried I so 860
The pain of absence fromn thy sight. But strange
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear.

‘This tree is ne., as we are told, a tree
Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown
Opening the way, but of divine effect 865
To orn eyes, and make them gods who taste ;
And hath been tasted such : the serpent wise,
Or not restrain’d as we, or not obeying,
Hath eaten of the fruit, and is become,
Not dead, as we are threaten’d, but henceforth 870
Endued with human voice and human sense,
Reasoning to admiration, and with me
Persuasively hath so prevaild, that I
?ﬂve ‘;_.lso tasted, and h;vc also found 75
* effects to correspond; opener mine eyes,
Dim erst, dilated sprr(i)ls, nmpﬁar heart,
And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee
Chiefly I sought, without thee can deapi d
For bliss, as thon hast pars, to me is bliss ;
Tedious unshar’d with thee, and odious soon. 880
‘Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot
May join us, equal joy, as equal love;
Lest thou, not tasting, different degree
Disjoin us, and  then too late renounce
. Deity for thee, when fate will not permit.” 885

Thus Eve with count’nance blithe her story told ,
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow’d.
On th’ other side, Adam, soon as he heard
The fatal trespass done by Eve, amaz’d,
Astonished s1ood and blank, while horror chill 890
Ran th his veins, and all his joints relax’d -
From his slack hand the garland wreath-d for Eve
Down dropmd, and all the faded roses shed :
gpeedﬂu- stood and pale, till thus at length
irst to hiruself he inward silence broke :

@0 fairest of creation. last and best
~ Ofell God'’s works, creature in whom excell'd
Whatever can to sight or thonght be form’d
) L
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Holy, divine, ﬁood ainiable, or swee: .
How art thou os(.,’hdw on a sudden lost, 900

Defac'd, deflower’d, and how to death devote ?
Rather how hast thou yielded to transgress

‘The strict forbiddance, how to violate

The sacred fruit forbidden ? some curs'd fraud

Of enemy hath beguil’d thee, yet unknown, 908
And me with thee hath ruin’d, for. with thee

Certain my resolution is to die.

How can rlive without thee, how fo!

Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly join’a,
Iolive again in these wild woods forlorn ! 910
3hould God create another Eve, and I

Another rib afford, yet loss of thee

Would never from my heart; ne, no, I feel

The link of nature draw me: flesh of flesh,

Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 915
Mine never shall be parted, blies or wo.” -

So having said, as one from sad dixm?'
Recomforted, and after thoughts disturb’d,
Submitting to what seem’d remediless,

Thus in calm mood khis words to Eve he turn’d: 920

¢ Bold deed thou hast presum’d, advent’rous Eve,
And peril great provok’d, who thus hath dar'd,
Had it been only cuveting to eye
‘That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence, .
Much more to taste it under ban to touch. 995 °
But past who can recall, or done undo ?
Not God omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so
Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fact
Is not so heinous now, foretasted fruit,
Profan’d first by the serpent, by. him first o
Made comnon and unhallow’d ere our taste;
Nor yot on him found deadly, he yet lives,
Lives as thou said’st, and gains to live as man,
Higher d of life ; inducement strong
‘To us, as likely tasting to attain 935
B io be o, o engcls domigodn.

ut to s, or ls demi .
Nor can | think that God, Creator wise, :
‘Though threat’ning, will in earnest so destroy
Us his prime creatures, dignified 0 hi 40
Bet over all his works, which in our fall,

-«
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For us created, needs with us must fail,

Dependent made ; so God shall uncrezate,

Be frustrate, do, undo, and labour lose,

Not well conceiv’d of God, who, though his power
Creation could repeat, yet would be loati 46
Us to abolish, lest the adversary

Triumph, and say, ¢ Fickle their stata whom God
Most favours ;. who can please him long? Ma first:
te ruin’d, now mankind; whom will he next. 2’ 950
Matter of scorn, not to be given the foe.

dowever I with thee have fix’d my lot,

Zertain to undergo like doom ; if death

Consort with thee, death is to me as life,

So forcible within my heart I feel 9565
The bond of nature draw me to my own,

My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ;

Our state cannot be sever’d, we are one,

One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose myself.”

So Adgm, and thus Eve to him replied : 960
¢ O glorious trial of exceeding love,

[llustrivus evidence, example high |

Engaging me to emulate, but short -

Of thy perfection, how shall I attain,

Adam? from whose dear side I boast me sprang, 965

And gladly of our union hear thee speak, .

One heart, one soul in both; whoreof good proof
. This day affords, declaring thee resolv'd,

Rather than death, or ought than death more d
8hall separate us, link’d in love o dear, B
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime,

If any be, of tasting this fair fruit, Lo
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds,
Direct, or by oceasion) hath presented

‘This happy trial of thy love, which else 24
So eminently never had been known, -
Where it I thought death menac’d wguld ensue
This my atteri»t, T would sustain alone

The worst, and not persuade thee, rather die
Deserted, than oblige thes with a faet

Perfficious to thy peace, chiefly assur'd

Remarkabl oo-{au of thy so true, .

Bo faithful -unequall'd : but I feel .

Par otherwise th’ event, not death but life :
Augmented, open’d eyes, new_nopes, aew jayy, 968

A
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Taste so divine, that what of sweet before :
Hath touch’d my sense, flat seems to this, and harsh,
On my experience, Adam, freely taste, .
And fear of death deliver to the winds.”

So saying, she embrac’d him, and for joy 990
Texderly wept, much won that he his love
Had so enobled, as of choice to incur \
Divine displeasure for her sake, or death.
In recompense for such compliance (bad .
Such recompense best merits) from the bough 998
She gave him of that fair enticing fruit .
With liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat
Against his better knowledge, not deceiv’d,
But fondly overcome with female charm.
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 1000
In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan;
Sky lower'd, and, muttering thunder, some sad drops
‘Wept at completing of the mortal sin
Original ; while Adam took no thought, :
Eating his fill, nor Eve to iterate 1005
Her former trespass fear'd, the more to sooth
Him with her lov'd society, that now,
As with new wine intoxicated both,
They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel
Divinity within them breeding wings . 1010
Wherewith to scorn the earth: but that false fruit
Far other operation first display’d,
Carnal desire inflaming ; he on Eve
Began to cast lascivious eyes ; she him
As wantonly repaid ; in [ust they burn : 1018
Till Adam thus ’gan Eve to dalliance move ;

« Eve, no® 1 see thou art exact of taste,
And elegant, of sapience no small part,
8ince to each meaning savour we apply,
And palate call judicious ; I the praise 1020
Yieltf thiee, so well this day thou Erm purvey’d,
Mueh pleasure we have lost, while we abstain'd
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now
True relish, tasting ; if such pleasure be
In things to us forbidden, it might be wish’d, / 1038
For this one tree had. been forbidden ten. -
But come, so well refresh’d now let us play,
As meet 1s after such delicious fare :

18
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For never did thy beauty, since the day

I saw thee first, and wedded thee, adorn’d 1038
‘With all perfections, sq inflame my sense

With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now

‘Than ever, bounty of this virtuous tree.”

So said he, and forbore not glance or toy
Of amorous intent, well understood 1038
Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire.
Her hand he seiz’d, and to a shady bank,
Thick over head with verdant roof imbower'd,
He led her, nothing loath ; flowers were the couch,
Pansies, and violets, and asphodel, 1046
And hyacinth, earth’s freshest, softest lap.
ghere they their fill of love and love’s disport
ook largely, of their mutual guilt the seal,
The solace of their sin, till dewy sleep
Oppress'd them, wearied with their amorous play.

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046
That with exhilarating vapour bland
About their spirits had play’d, and inmost powers
Made err, was now exhal’d ; and grosser sleep,
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams 1050
Encumber’d, now had left them ; up they rose -
As from unrest, and, each the other viewing,
Soon found their eyes how open’d, and their minds
How darken’d ; innocence, thatas a veil
Had shadow’d them from knowing ill, wes gone,
Just confidence, and native righteousness, 1056
And honour from about them naked left
‘To guilty shame ; he cover'd, but his robe
Uncover'd more. So rose the Danite styong,
Herculean Samson, from the harlot-lap N 1066
Of Philistean Dalilnh, and wak’d
Shorn of his strength. They destitute and bare
Of all their virtue : silent, and in face :
Confounded, long they sat, as strucken mute,
Till Adam, though not less then Eve abash’d, 1065
At length gave utterance to these words constrain’d -

QO Eve. in evil hour thou didst give ear
To tkat false worm, of whomsoever taught
‘To cvunterfeit man’s voice, true in our fall,
False in our promis’d rising ; since our aves 1070
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Open’d we find indeed, and find we know

Both good and evil, good lost, and evil got .

Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know,

Which leaves us naked thus, of honeur void,

Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 1073
OQur wonted ornaments now soil'd and stain’d,

And in our faces evident the signs

Of foul concupiscence ; whence evil store ;

Even shame, the last of evils : of the first

Be sure then. How shall I behold the face 1080
Henceforth of God or angel, erst with joy

And rapture 30 oft beheld ? those heavenly shapes
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze
Insufferably bright. O might1 here ’

In solitude live savage, in some glade 1085
Obscur’d, where highest woods, impenetrable
Tostar or sun light, spread their umbrage broad
And brown as evening. Cover me, ye pines,

Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs

Hide me, where I may never see themh more! 1090
But let us now as in bad plight, devise )
‘What best may for the present serve to hide'

‘The parts of each from other, that seem most

To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ;

Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together sew’d,
And girded on our loins, may cover round 1090
Those middle parts, that this new comer, shame,
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean.”

So counsell'd he, and both together went
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose 1100
The fig-tree, not"that kind for fruit renown’d,
But such as at this day to Indians known
In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms
Branching so broad and long, that in the ground
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow
“About the mother tree, a pillar’d shade 1108
High overarch’d, and echoing walks between ;
There oft the Indian herdsman, shunning heat,
Shelters in cool, and tends his pasturing herds .
At loop-holes cut thro’ thickest shade. Those leaves
They gather’d, broad as Amazonian targe, 1111
And with what skill they had, together sew’d,
To gird their waist, vain covering if to hide
Their guilt and dreaded shame; O how unlike
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To that first naked glory! Such of late s
Columbus found. th® American, so girt

‘With feather’d cincture, naked else and wild

Among the trees on isles and woody shores,

Thus fenc'd, and as they thought, their shame in part
Cover'd, but, not at rest or ease of mind, 1130
They sat them down to weep; nor only tears
Rain’d at their eyes, but high winds worse within .
Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate,

Mhstrust, suspicion,discord, and shook sore -

‘Their inward state of mind, calm region once 1126
And full of peace, now toss'd and turbulent :

For understanding rul’d not, and the will

Heard not her lore, both in subﬁcl:ion now

'To sensual appetite, who from beneath,

Usurping over sov’reign reason, claim’d 1130
Superior sway : from this distemper’d breast,
Adam, estrang’d in look and alter'd style,

Speech intermitted thus to Eve renew’d :

“Would thou hadst hearken’d to my words, and
stay’d .

With me, as I besought thee, when that strange
Desire of wand’ring this unhappy morn, 1136
I know not whence possess’d thee ; we had then
Hemain’d still happy, not as now, despoil’d
Of all our good, sham’d, naked, miserable.
Let none henceforth seek needless canse t’ a;
The faith they cwe; when earnestly they-seek 1141
Such proof, conclude, they then begip to fail.”

To whor'n, soon mov’d with touch of blame, thus

Eve:
“ What words have pass’d thy lips, Adam, severa!
Imput’st thou that to my default, or will 1145

Of wand'ring, as thou call’st it, which who knows
But -mifht as ill have happen’d thou being vy,

Or to thyself perhaps ? Hadst thou been there,

Or here th’ aitempt, thou couldst not have discer=3
Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake; 1150
No ground of enmity between us known,

Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm.'

Was I to have never parted from thr side ?

As good have grown there still a lifeless rib.
Being as ] am, way didst not thou, the head,
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Command me absolutely not to go,

Groing into such danger as thou saxdst ?

Too facile then thou didst not much gainsay,

Nay didst permit, approve, and fair dismiss.

Hadst thou been firm and fix’d in thy dissent, 1160
Neither had I transgreas’d, nor thou with me.”

‘T'o whom then first incens’d, Adam replied :
“Ia this the love, is this the recompense
Of mine to thee, i teful Eve, express’d”
Immutable, when thou wert lest, not 1 ; 1165
‘Who might have liv'd and joy’d immortal bliss,
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee ?
And am I now upbraided as the cause
Of thy transgressing? not enough severe,
[t seers in my restraint: what could 1 more? 1170
| warn’d thee, | admonish’d thee, forétold
The danger, and the lurking enem:
That lay in wait; beyond this huI been force,
And force upon free will hath here no place.
But confidence then hore thee on, secure ns
Either to meet no danger, or to find
Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps
I also err'd in overmuch admiring
What seem’d in thee sa perfect, that I thought
No evil durst attempt thee, but I rue 1180
That error now, which is become my crime,
And thou th’ accuser. Thus it shall befall
Him who to worth in woman overtrusti
Lets her will rule; restraint she will not
And left tn herself, if evil thence ensue, 1185
Bhe first his weak indulgence will accuse.”

Thus they in mutual accusation spent

The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemning
Aud of their vain contest appear’d no end.
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BOOK X

THE ARGUMENT.

Men's transgression known, the guardian ongels for
sake Paradise, and return up to heaven to e
their vigilance; and are approved; God declaring
that the entrance of Satan could not be by them pre-
vented. He sends his Son to judge the transgres-
vors, who descends and gives sentence aécordingly ;
then in pity clothes them both, and reascends. Sin
and Death, sitting till then at the gates of hell, by
wondrous sympathy, ‘eeling the success of Satan in
this new world; and the sin by man there committed,
resolve to sit no longer confined in hell, but to follow
Satan their sire up tv the place of man. To make
the way easier from hell to this world to and fro, they
pave a broad hightway or bridge over Cliaos, according
to the track that Salan first made; then preparing
Jor earth, they meet hem, proud of his success, return-
ing to hell ; thefr mutual gratwlulion. Satan arrives
at Pand fum; in full bly relates, with boast
ing, his success against man; instead of applause is
eutertained with a generul hiss by all his audience,
transformed with himself also suddenly into serpents;
according to his doom given in Paradise : then, de=
luded with a show of the forbidden Iree springing up
before them, they, greedily reaching to take of Hu%u't,
chew dust and bitter ashes. The proceedings of Sin
and Death. God foretells the final victory of his Som
over them, and the renewing of all things; bui, for
the present commands his angels to make several abs -
tergtions in Lie heavens and elements. Adem, more
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and more civing his fallen condition, heavily bo-
wails ; n;’me::the condolement of Eve ; she persists,
and at length appeases him : then, to evade the curse
bikely to fall on their offspring, es to JAdam vio-
{ent ways, which he approves not, but conceiving bet~
Ser hope, puts her in mind of the late promise mads -
them, that ker sezd should be revenged on the S :
and exhorts her, with him, to seek peace wilh the
fendad Deity by repentance and supplication.

MeanwaiLE the heinous and despiteful act
Of Satan done in Paradise, and how
He in the serpent had perverted Eve,
Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit,
Was known in heaven ; for what can scape the eys §
Of God atl-seeing, or deceive his heart
Omniscient? who, in all things wise and just,
Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind
Of man, with strength entire, and free-will arm’a-
Complete to have discover'd and repule’d 1y
Whatever wiles of toe or seeming friend.
For still theydknew, and ought te have stili remem-

r’

td
The high injunction not to taste that fruit,
Whoever tempted; which they not obeying,
{ncurr’d (what could they Ies:y) the penalty, 15
And, manifold in sin, deserv’d to fall.

Up into heaven from Paradise in haste
Th’ angelic guards ascended, mute and aad
For man, for of hisstate by this they knew,
Much wond’ring how the subtle fiend had stol'n 20
Entrarce unseen. Soon as th’ unwelcome news
From earth arriv'd at heaven-gate, displeas’d
All were who heard ; dim sadness did not spare
That timé celestia! visages, yet mix’d
With pity, violated not their bliss, 28
About the new-arriv’d in multitudes
‘The ethereal ran, to hear and know
How all befell: they towards the throne supremo
Accountable made haste to make appear
With righteous plea their utmost vigilance, 30
And easily approv’d ; when the Most High ,
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Eternal Father, from his secret cloud,
Amidst in thunder utter’d thus his voice:

“ Assembled angels, and ye powers return’d
From unsuccessfu. charge, be not dismay'd, - 36
Nor troribled at these tidings from the earth, '
‘Whieh Xour sincerest care could not prevent ;
Foretold so lately what would come to fpn.
When first this tempter cross’d the gulf from hell
I told ye then he should prevail an:ieapeed 40
On his bad errand, man should be seduc’d
And flatter’d out of all, believing lies
Against his Maker ; no decree of mine
Concurring to necessitate his fall,
Or touch with lightest moment of im; 45
His free-will, to ifer own inclining le
In even scale. But fallen he is ;- and now
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass
On his transgression, death denounc’d that day ?
Which he presnmes already vain and void, 50
Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd,
By some immediate stroke ; bat soon shall find
Forbearance no acquittance ere day end.
Fastice shall not return as bounty scorn'd.
But whom send I 10 judge them? Whom but thee,
X:cegerent Son? to thee lhhave transferr’d bell 56
1 judgruent, whether in heaven, or earth, or
Ensjy itglr:ay be seen that I intend
Mercy colleague with justice, sending thee
Man’s friend, his mediator, his design’d 60
Both ransom and redeemer voluntary,
And destin’d man himself to judge man fallen.

8o spake the Father, and unfolding bright
Toward the right hand his glorz, on the
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deity ; he full
Resplendent all his Father manifest
Express’d, and thus divinely answerd mild :

“ Father Eternal, thine is to d .
Mine both in heaven and earth to do thy will
Supreme, that thou in me thy Son belov’d 7
May’st ever rest well pleas'd. 1 io to ‘gudg:
On earth these thy transgressors, but thou
‘Whoever judg’d, the worst on mo must light,
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When time shall be, for so I undertook

Before thee ; and not repenting, this obtain ”
Of right, that I may miugm,el:fneir doom
Onmederivid; yet I shall temper so

Justice with mercy, as may illusirate most

Them fully satisfied, and Theeap

Attendance none shall need, nor train, where nons 8¢
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg’d, :
Those two; the third best absent is condemn’d,
Convict by flight, and rebel to all law :

Conviction to the serpent none belongs.”

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 85
Of high collateral glory : him, thrones and powers,
Princedoms and dominations, ministrant,
Accompanied to heaven-gate, from whence
Eden and c.l the coast in prospect lay.

Down he descended straight ; the speed of gods 96
‘T'ime counts not, tho’ with swiftest minutes wing’d.
Now was the sun in western cadence low

From neon, and gentle airs, due at their hour

‘To fan tue earth, now wak'J, and usher in

The evening cool, when he from wrath more cool 9b
Came the mild judge and intercessor hoth

To sentence man: the voice of God they heard,
Now walking in the garden, by soft winds

Brought to their gars, while daydeclin’d ; they heard
And from his presence hid-thernselves amon, 108
‘The thickest trees, both man and wife, till God
Approaching, this to Adam call’d aloud :

“ Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet
My coming seen far off? I miss thee here,

Not pleas’d, thus entertain’d with solitude, 108
Where obvious duty ere while appear’d unsought :
Or come [ less conspicuous, or what change

Absents thee, or what chance detains? Come forth,”

He carze, and with him Eve, more loath, tho’ first_
To offend, discount'nanc’d bath, and discorapos’'d; .
Love was not in their luoks, either to God - 111
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, ’

And shame, and pert.urg:.ion, and despair, -
Anger, and obstinacy, and hate, and gule.
Whence Adam falt’ring iong, thus answer’d brief
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“T heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 1.6
A¥raid, being naked, hid myself.” To whom
The gracious Judge without revile replied :
“ My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not fear’d,
But still rejoic’d: how is 1t now become 130
8o dreadful to thee ? that thou art naked, who
Hath told thee ? hast thou eaten of the tree,
Whereof I gave thee charge thoushouldst not eat.’”

To whom thus Adam, sore beset, replied :

“O heaven! in evil strait this day I stahd 7128
Before my Judge, either to undergo

Myself the total erime, or to accuse

My other self, the partner of my life ;

.VV{mse failing, while her faith to me remains,

I should conceal, and not expose to blame 130
By my complaint ; but strict necessity

Subdues me, and calamitous constraint,

Lest on my head both sin and punishment,
- However isupportable, be all

Devolvd ; though should I hold my peace, yet thou
‘Wouldst easily detect what [ eoncv:u{),e 138
This woman, whom thou mad’st to he my help

And gav’st me as thy perfect gift, so good,

So fit, so acceptable, so divine,

That from her hand I could suspect no ill, 140
And what she did, whatever in 1tself,

et doing seemn’d to justify the deed ;
8he gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”

To whom the sov’reign Presence thus replied :
% Was she thy God, that her thou didst obey 145
Before his voice, or was she made thy guide,
Superior, or but equal, that to her
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place
‘Wherein God set thee above her, made of thee,
And for thee, whose perfection far excell’d 150
Hers in all real dignity? Adornd
She was indeed, and lovely to attract ’
‘Thy love, not thy subjection ; and her gifis

‘ere such as under government well seem’d
Unseemly to bear rule, which was thy part 183
And person, hadst thou known thyself aright.”
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8o having sad, he thus to Eve in few : '
“ Say, Women, what is this which thou hast done T

To whom sad Eve, with shame nigh overwhelm'd,
Confessing soon, yet not before her e 160
Bold or loquacious, thus abash’d regl :

% The serpent me beguil’d, and 1 did eat.”

‘Which when the Lord God heard, without delay
To judgment he proceeded on th’ accurs’d
Serpent, though brute, unable to transfer 168
The guilt on kim who made him instrument .
Of mischief, and polluted from the end
Of his creation ; justly then accurs’d,
As vitiated in nature: more to know
Concern’d not man (since he no further knew) 170
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at last
To Satan, first in sin, his doom applicd,
Though in mysterous terms, judg’d as then best :
And on the serpent thus his curse let fall :
¢ Because thou hast done this, thou art accurs’d
tAIbove l:ll cattle, encli beat.sltl of stl:‘.:l field ; 17¢

n thy bell vling thou t

All:; dus)t, shal{ei? all t!ﬁa days of thgyo’liﬂe.
Between thee and the woman I will put
Enmity, and between thine and her seed ; 190
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel.”

So spake this oracle, then verified
When Jesus, son of Mary, second Eve,
Saw Satan fall like ljghtning down from heaven,
Prince of the air; then rising from his grave 185
Spoil'd principalities and powers, triumph’d
In open show, and with ascension bright,
Captivity led captive through the air,
The realm itself of Satan long usurp’d,
‘Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 190
Even he who now foretold his fatal bruise,
And to the woman thus his sentence turn’d
* Thy sorrow [ will greatly multiply
By thy conception ; children thou shalt bring
In sorrow forth; and to thy husband’s will 185
Thine sha!l submit ; he over thee shall rule.”

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounc’d.
® Bocause thou hast hearken’d to the voice of thy wife
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And eaten of the tree, concerning which . 19%
I charg’d thee, saying, ¢ Thou shalt not. eat thereof:
Curs’d is the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow
Shalt eat thereof all thé days of thy life ;

Thorns also and thistles it shall bring thee forth
Unbid ; and thon shalt eat th’ herb of the field,

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,

Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou

Out of the ground was taken, know thy birth,

For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return.”

L]

Bo judg’d he Man, both Judge and Saviour sent,
And th’ instant stroke of death denounc'd, that day
Remov'd far off ; then pitying how they stood 211
Before him naked toe{;\e air, that now
Must suffer ¢hange, disdain’d not to begin
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume,

As when he wast 'd his servants feet, so now, 218
As father of his fa nily, he clad

Their nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain,
Or as the snake with youthful coat repaid ;

And thought not much to clothe his enemies ; )
Nor he their outward gnly with the skins 220
Of beasts, but inward naKedness, much more
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness,
Arraying cover’d from his Father's sight,

To him with swift ascent he up return’d,

Into his blissful bosom réassum’a 235
In glory as of old; to him appeas’d

Al though atl-knowing, what had pass’d with man
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. -

Mear.while, ere thus we sinn’d and judg’d on em;a
Within the gates of hell sat Sin and Death,

In counterview within the gates, that now

Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame

Far into Chaos, since the fiend ’d through,

8in opening, who thus now to I;:::h began:

% O son, why sit we here each other viewing 233
{dly, while Satan, our great author, thrives
tn other worlds, and happier seat provides~
Por us his offspring dear? Tt cannot be
But that succeps attends him ; if mishap, .
Bre this he had retyra’d; with fury drivea L ]

.
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his avengers, since no place like this | .
g:n fit hl'ipunishment i)r?heir revenge: "¢ "‘:
%dvethinks'l feel new strength within me rl'we; o

ing= growing, apd domirion. given me large " -
Beyoe::lgthis dfe'p ; whatever draws me'on, Qq
Or sympathy, or some connatural force o
Powerful at greatest distance tounite .~ "~ 5
Witk secret amity things of likekind ~~*  ~ * "¢ 0
By secretest conveyance. Thou,my shads .
Insepaiable, must with me along o0
For th from Sin no power can separaté,, i
But lest the difficulty of passingback . . " °
Stay his return pechaps over this gulf .* - -
[mpassable,. impervious, fet us try Coey
Adventrous work, yet to thy power and mine 988
Not unagreeable, to found a path R
Over this main from hell to that new world. . .,
Where Satan ngw prevails, a monumeént’ T
Of merit high tg all th infernal host, = - L
Easing their passage hence, for intercourse, 2
Or transmigression, as their lot shall lead, ", '
Nor can I miss the way, sostrongly drawn " .
By tnis new-felt attraction and instinct®® '~ ¥,
‘Whom thus the meagre Shadow answer'd soon ..°
“ Go whither fate and inclination strong ' 28#
Leeads thee ;- I shall not lag behind, nor err .
The way, thou leading, such a scent 1 draw "I‘
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste ~ "%}
The savour of death from all things there thal lives
Nor shall 1 to the work thou enterprisest '
Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid.” *

. 8

8o saying, with delight he snuff’d thg smelt '~
Of mortal change on earth. As wheh a flock
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remots
Against the day of battle, to a field, .
Where armies ,ﬂe encamp’d, come @yi%, rd’

With scent of living carcasses design’d
For death, the following day, in bloody fight{" "’

So scented the grim Feature, and upturn’d * - !
His nostril wide into the murky air, R ]
Bagacious of his quarry from so far. PR
Then both from out hell-gates into the waste
Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark -

19
[
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Flew diverse, and with power (their power was great
Hovering upon the wptl:.ros, what thg; met, 288
8olid or slimy, as in raging sea " :
Toes’d :&nné down, together crowded drove
From side shoaling tow’rds the mouth of hell :
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse ’
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive

ountains of ice, that stop th’ jxnnglin'd way
& ond Petsora earlghv:ard, to the ri :

athaian coast. aggregated soi
Death, with nis mace petriﬁg,a cold and dry, .
As with a trident smote, and fix'd as firm 295
As Delos floating once ; the rest his look '
Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move
And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate,
Deep to the roots of hell, the gather’d beach
They fasten’d, and the mole immense wrought on
Over the foaming deep high-arch’d, a bridge 301
?f length prodigious, joining to the wall

mmovenise of this now fenceless world .
Forfeit to death ; from hence a passage bropd,
g;'noo!.h, easy, inoifensivtla, down to hell. " 305
if t things tosmall may be compar™

Xerxg,eli.h_e liberty of Greece);o yoke, P .
From Susa his Memnonian E¥dace high
Came to the sea, and over Hellespont .
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia jofa'd, 310
And scourg’_ld with many a stroke th’ indignant waves.

Now had they brought the work by wondrous art
Pontifical, a ridge onendem rock,

Over the vex'd abyss, following the track - .
Of Satan to the self-same place where he * 315

First lighted é‘rom his wing, and landed safe

From out of Chaos, to the outside hare

Of this round world: with pins of adamant

Aad chains they made all fast, too fast they made
And dgrable ; and now in little space 320
‘The confines met of empyrean heaven

And of this world, and on the left hand hell
‘With long reach interpos’'d; three several ways
~In sight, to each of these three places led. '
And now their way to earth they had deswried, 325
To Parpdise first tending, when behold .
Satan, in likeness of an ar.gel bright,

Betwixt thé Centaur and the Scorpion steering

-
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His zenith, while the.sup.in Aties voae+. " .~ - 4

D;.suggus’d he came, but those his clnldmww - 3'
J-arent soon discern'd, though in »dllg\lll..

He, after Eve seduc’d, unminded slunk - - ,

-

Into the wood fast by, and changing shaps - ./
To observe the muZl, saw his guilef) vot e
Uy Eve, though-all unweeting, seconded - k"
n her husband, saw their shame that sough(. E

Vam covertures; but when he saw daaoend T
The Son of God to judge them, ttexrified, SRR
He fled, not hoping to escape, but shun

The present, fearing, guilty, what his m&h MO
Might sud y inflict; that past, retura’d - :
By night, and list’ning, 'where, the hapless paln B :
Sat in their sad diseourse, and various plamt, i
Thence gather’d his own do#m; which understeod,
Not instant, but of future time, with joy 345
And tidings franght, to holl he now return'd, = .7
And at the brink of Chaos, neax the foot. VRPN
Of this new woundrons pontifice, unhiopd-

Met, whoto meet him came, his offspring dear, :
Great j joy was at their meetiig, and.at sight - 350
Of. thav. -t\:’pendous bridge lus Joy increasd. .
Long he adiiring stood, till Sin, his fair ;
Enchnnung daughter, thus the silence broke :

“0 pnrent, these.are thy magmﬁc deeds, .
Thy trophies, which thou view’st as not thine own '
Theou art their auther and prime architect : 358
For 1 no sooner. in my heart divin’d, - o
My heart, which by a secret harmony
Sull moves with thine, join’d in connexion swee,-
That thou on earth hadst prosper'd, which t.hy loekﬂ
Now also evidence, but straight I felt, »1

h distant-from thee worlds between;. ynt&h #
at must after-thee with this thy son, . BRIEN
8uch fatal consequence unites us three :
Hell could no longer:hold us in her Imuﬂl, “(
Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure
Detain from following thy illustrious track, - .
Do terie B ond G
jthin hell- now, thou uumpome;
With b o ml::igethoduk yss..

1t portertous-

Thine new is ali this world; thy virtue %m
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‘What thy handw buildelt not,sthy wisdom gaind
‘Wth odde'whai: war hatlrlostj'and fully aveng’d
Our fait in-hsaven; here thow shaly menaroh reign,
‘There didst noty there tat him.still victor sway, 376
As battle hagh adjudg’d, from this new 'world
Retiring, Byrhis own:doom alienated, -
And henceforth monarchry with thee divide . - -
Of all-Urings parted by th*empyreal bounds; - " . 380
His quadiature from thy orbicular world, ' - -
Or uy thee nbw: more.dang’rous to his throue.*
[T LD . e,
"Whom thus the prinee of darkness answer'd glad
# Fair daughter, and thou eon and grandehild both,
Higlp € now have given to be the race . 386
gf atamn: (%fr, l{giorylinx o name]'n e
nmfomst' i ven's Almighty king,)
Aniply have merited of me, of a{ e -
I infernal empire; that so near-heawen’s door
Triuraphal with wriumphalact have met, .1 - 39¢
Mine with this glorious work, and made one realm,
Hell and this waorld one realm, ‘one continent
Of éasy thoroughfare... Therefore while'l.- - .
Descend threagh darkness, on your road with ease,.
To my associate powers; them to-acquaint - 398
With these successes; and with them rejoice ;: -
You two this way, among these numerous orbs
All yours, right down to Paradise descend ;- "
*here-dwell &nd reign in bliss, thence on ie earth
Dominion exercisej and in: the.air... - v - T400
Chiefly on man, sdle lowd of all declawd, .. - - "
Him first make sure-yotr thrall, and. lastly kill:
My substituces L send ye; and create ' -
Plenipatent on earth, of matchless. might: .
ILkeding from me-:. on z‘oun joinit vigour now 406
My hold of: this new 'ngi):l:‘ all depends;:" ..
Through sin o death expos’d by my exploit + © + .
mur joint pomz:ev-il;-lh’ sffairs of hell * - -
‘detrimont need fear; gojaml be strong.” - .
R T R PE P TV PN IR TR
8o saying, he disntiss’d them ;- they with speed 416
Their course thr - thitkest eonstellations held,
Spreadiig theip:tione ;- the-blasled stars ldeW'd wan,
M9id planets, planet-stewék; realtectipse. i 2. 1o
‘Then suffer'd: ' Tiriothér way Satah went down
The-cansoway:to hell-gato | on sithier side~ - 446

»
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Chaos, over-built, exelaim’d ! A
with rebounding surge the bars auul’d,
hat scorn’d his indigratien: threugh the gate, !
Wide open and ed, Satan passd, 21
And all about found desolate ; for those 4130
pointed to sit there had left their chargs,. "
gzwn tc the upper world ; the rest wereall =~
'ar to th’ mhnd retir'd, about the walls E
Of Pandemonium, city and prowd seat - -
Of Lucifer, so by allusion call'd, . !Il
Of that bright star to Satan
There kept their watch the a:ons, while l.he gnnd
In councnrsu, solicitous what chance
Might intercept their emperor sent; so ke, .
Departing, gave command, and l.hey observ'd. 438
As when the Tartar from his Russion foe
By Astracan over the snowy plains .
Retires ; or Bactrian Sophi from the horn .
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond
‘The realm of Aladule, in his retreat . A3
To Tauris or Casheen : 8o these, thelate . : »
Heaven banish’d host, left desert utmont hell g
Many a datk league, reduc'd in careful watch
Round their metropolis, and now expecting 439
Each hour their great adventurer from the search
Of foreign worlds. He through the midst, nnmlrk’d'
In show plebeian angel militant
Of lowest order, pass'd; and from the door -
Of that Plutonian hall, mvmble, LY
Ascended his high Lhrone, which noder state - 4‘6
Of richest texture srread, at th’ upper end - §
Was plac’d in regal lusire. Down awhile - -
He sat, and round about him saw unseen. . .
Athst,uﬁomadwd his fulgent head
And sha, smr-bng °d, or bﬂghurclad.
With w permasuve _sinee his fall
s left him, or false glitter. All umz’d
Atumuosuddenbluqthe Stygian throng .
Bent their aspect,.and whom they wuih’d beheld, 1
'l‘helr mi hty chief return’d : lnud .was th'. mnlw:;'
’d in haste the.great consulting. pgeu,
g.;:s'd frolt: their dark d‘;v::;. mci \w!bul: ,
ngmul nt approsch® , who wi .
Silence, and wuhxhun w;nd-,am mc .
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“Thrones, ‘doml\uuonl, pﬁneuloim," »m

powerst
For in possession zmh ot only of ht,
I call ye and declan ye now, return’
Batcessful beyond hope, tolead ye forth
Triumphant:out of this'infernal pit =
ﬁbgmmtble, atcure’d, the house of wo, e 48!(5
nd dungeon of éur: tyrant: now possess,
As lords, a spatious md to our pative heaven
Ligtle inferior, by my ‘advemure hard: )
With peril groat -achievd: Long were'to tell 488
What 1 hdave done, what suffer’d, with what pnin
Voyag'd the unreal, vast, unbounded deep
Of horrible wnfuswn, over which,
Sin 4nd Death, a broad way now is pa»'d
0 expedite your gkmous march; butl - .
‘Toil’d out my uneouth passage, forc'd tovide - 178
Th’ untrac lung’d in the womb :
Of unoriginal Nigint amr Chaons wild, :
That jealous of their sécrets flercely oppos'd
My Journe¥‘B&mm, with clamorous vproar .
Protestide Flte supteme ; thewce hdw [ fomnd 480
The new-oreated world, which' fame‘in heaven
had:foretold, afabrie ‘wonderful, v
tute perfection ¢ therem ‘man,
ﬂ”’d ine l*a;_ilme, by our exile - '
ade ha, im ud I have seduc’d 485
From h“‘l:gy andbyt&eamm'e to indrease
‘Your w-wder, wnh an apple! he thereay
@fknded’ worth your laughter,’ hath given wp -
Both his beloved man, and ab-hix world, ot
ToSinand!)mhapney, and'soto us, - 146
‘Without oar hazard, labbur, or afarm, * . B
To range in; and v dwell, and otermm' RS
Yo rule, us:overall he 'showld have rul’d; ,
True is, moalkso lie hath judg’d, or rather T
Me not, bat the brute serpent, m Whose shape 49§
Man 1 déesiv’d: that which to me beongs -+ ™7
Is enmiity, which he will put between~ - !
Meé and ‘mankind; I am to braise his heet;, -
Mib seed; when is ‘not wet, shall bruise my Head. t
A world who would not- puirchabe with a bruise; 380
grf much:more gncvou;" paint ?e have th' necount,
my performance? whdt'vemaing, yegody,— -
But up and enter now into-full bliss

i
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Bo having said} awhile he stood expenting ;
Their u:ihv’grsﬂ shout and high aﬁpm‘ « - 508
To fill bis ear ;. when, contrary, he hears: - !
On all sides, from insumerable tengues, -~ .~
A dismal universal hiss, the sound o
Of public scorn ;- he wonder'd, kutnot long -+ +* -
[élad leisure, wond’ring at himselfm:; more ;- 510

i visage drawn he felt to aha?yan spare, g
Hisar:: elung to his ribs ; his legs intwining ¢
Each other; sull supplanted, down he. fell
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, - ... -
Reluctant,-but:in vain ; a greater power. - .- 51
Now rul'd him, punish’d in the:shape he sinpid + -
According to'lis-deom. .He would have spoke,” 1"

R

But hiss foi. hies returnd with forked tonigue -+ - /i
To forked wngwe, for now were. all-tramsform'd - '
Alike, 10 serpents ail, as hecessovies: - ! - 20

Te his bold ot ; drendful was the din ..
Of hissing throwgh the hiall, thiek swerming now

With eomplicated monbters head-and-aail, . . .- 7/
Scorpion, and asp, and amphisbeena.dive,.. - - ... !
Cerastes horn'd, hydrus, and ¢lops drear,.. . .. 595
Awd dipsds;: (103 'sd thick swarm’d oneé theisod -« -/
Bedropp’d with hlood of Gorgon; or the isle .
gphiusa;y) bug still jgreatest; hethgmidet, . : .
ow d n grown, larger than whom thesun
Engender'd in the Pythian vale-on sline, - - 53¢
Huge Pythen, and-his power no less lie seemd v
Above the rest still to vetain. Fheydllv, - . ’
Him folload, iseving forth to th* open fied, - I

Where dil yet lefvof thdt revolted rout, - "
Heaven-fallen, in sation stood or just array, - 535

Suhlime with expectation wheri-to:see: 1" - CA
Iatriumph issuing forth their glorious-chief. '
They saw, but other sight instead, aetowd - . - '
Of ugly serpents: horror on themfell, - v
And horrid sympathy ; for whatthey saw' 540

They felt themselves now changing; theirarms].
Down fell both spear and shield, down they as fast,

And the dire hiss renesr’d, and the dire form, <. .

Catch’d by contagion, like in pumishiment;, 1 - o1’
Asin their crime,s Thuswas th! apphtuse they meant
Turn’d to exploding hiss triumaph:v:. shame, - . 548
Cust on themsetvesfrom their owiaouths. Fhere
oy SW‘VI; D T A PO B PO TRP00 T PRI TR ¥
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A grove hard by, . sprang up. with this theiz change,
His will who reigng above,
Their penance,.laden with fu:i‘wnl‘t, like that 550
Wl:ilcll: gtrl:: in Paradise, the Lhe bait of Eve .
Us tempter : on that prospect strange

Their Zameu eyea they fix'd, &ngmng
Por one forbidden tree a multitude
Now risen, to work them further wo or shame ;- 53§
Yet parch’d with scalding thirst and hunger fiace,
Though to deluds them unt, sould not absiain,
But on they roll'd in heaps, and u the trees
Climbing, sat l.luoker than tha
‘That curl’d Eku:k
The frui fair w.uﬁ.t‘, like thu. w
Near that bituminous 'd
This more delusive, nouheunwh,bntm :
Deceiv’d ; they fondly thinking to allay
Their appetwe with gust, instead of fruit 560
Chew’d bitter. uhs, which th’ offended taste
Wltb spat Boise rejected : oft they assay'd,

nger an thutenmtmnm J
Wu.h hatefullest disrelish writh'd theltl javu .
With soet and cinders filVd ; so oft they- fell 570
Into the same illusion, nol.u man -
‘Whom they :mmph‘d oneohpn’ . Thus s were they

'd ; LK -
And worn with famine, long and eeuelau hiss,
Till their lost shape, parmirted, they rmn’d,
Yearly enjoy'd, serae say, to undergo . 678
This annual humbling certein number* “d dayl
To dash their pride, and joy for man seduc’d,
EDWever some tradition they di d
the heathen of their purchase got,

And fabled how.the uerpem., whom they call’d 580
Ophion, with Eurynome, the wide
Encroach(l)n g Eve.perhaps, hng first d‘;e rule

h Olympus,’thence atern driven,

ps, eym  yot D b] was bora.

Meanwhllo in Parndise the hellish pair 586
‘Too soon arriv'd, Sin there in power
Orce actual, now in body, and to dwell
‘H‘nbmuﬂ habitant ; h‘::mdhc Death tod yot
lonfo lowing pace for pace, net meun
his pale horse: to whom Smchuubepm 800
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“ Seobnd of'Saian dprung; all.cotiqy’ring Ddatd {7
What think’st thou er empire.nqw, tho! san’st )
With trvel difficult, not better far :

‘Than still ‘at heli’s dark threshold to hﬁe sm. watck,
Ulnnm’d undl‘eaded, dqd thyae!ﬁ hnl‘-mrv‘d ?" 395

Whem thus the Sln-born mbnswr nn:wer’d looh
“To me, why with eternal famine pine, . ,.-: -
Alike is hell, or Paradise, or heaven, . : v
‘There best where most with ravine t may meet; -1
‘Which here tho* plentéous all too little seems 600
To stuff this maw, l.lus vast unhlde-bound corpse »

To whom th moestumn mother thas replied: -
“Thouﬂ therefore “on these herbs, and alld

owers,
Feed first, on each beast next, and ﬁsh and fowl,
No homely morsels ; and whatever thmg noL &H
The scythd of Time mows down, devour unspar‘d;
Till {in-man residing through. the race,.

His thoughts, his looku, wards, actions, all mfect,
And season him thy lut.u\d sweetest. prey.” N

This. smd, v.hey botly bﬂ.ook them several Wayu,
Both to destroy, or unimmortal make
All kinds, and for destruction to.matuwe
Booner or later; which th’ Almighty seemg,
From his transcendent seat the saintsameng, - - -
To those’ bnght orders utter'd thus h;s voice: 618
“8ee with what heat these dogs of hell advance !
To waste and havoc yonder world, whichd . . . -

]

So fair and good created, and had still . - it
Kept in that state, had-not the folly of man N
Let in these-wasteful furies, who impute 620

Fol 't me, 80 doth the prince of he

nd his adherents, that witu so much eave ot
Imﬂ'er theny to entor and'possess -+ © .. .
A place so heavenly, and conniving seem . '
To gratify my scornful enemies, -
‘That laugh, as if transported with some fit

ion, 1 to them'had quitted-all, . .- .. K

Atrandom yielded up:to-their misrule:-- - - : . ¢
And knew not that 1 call’d and drew - them dmbor /i
My hell-honndt. 10 diek up the deaff.and fkh. - ' 638
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‘Wich inan's pplintifig sim mith tainthath abest:
On wh:ku -pure, -ull-cramwm’d and-‘goig’d, nigh
urst B o
With suck’d and glusted offel,.atone sling . . .. -
{Of. thy victoricus 4am, well-plegsing Son,, . . - 634
Both sin and death, and yawning grave, at last,
T Chaos hurP'd obstruct the mouth of hall /
For ever, and seal up. his favenous ja R
Then heaven and-earsh m\&wld:lhﬁlla made pure
To samotity that shail receive no.atain.:. 638
Till then curse pronoune’d oa hoth precedes.” .
He ended, and the heavenly audience loud
Sung hﬂllelu%eh,’ as the sound of seas, * - . "
Throngh multitude that sung: “ Juat.are thy. ways;.
ighteous are thy decrees on all thy works;
can extenuate thee 77 Next 4o the Son,, . 64§
# Destin'd restorer of mankind;, by whom P
New heaven and earth shall to the ages rise,
Or down from heaven descend.” Stuch was their pong,
‘While the Creator, calling forth by name :
His mighty angels, gave.uiem several charge, .650
As sorted best with present things. The sun
Had first his precept so-to move, 0 shine, !
As might affect the earth with.cold apd heat . - *
Scarce tolerable, and from the northto call . . -
Decrepit winter,.from the south tobring . 656
Solstitial summer’s.heat, . To the blank.moon
Her office they.prascrib’d, to.th’ other fiye
Their planetary motions and aspects
In saxtils, square, and trine; and: appiosite
Of noxious efficacy, uud when to joia. .
In synod unbenigo ; and taught the fix'd -
Their influence.malignant: when to shower, .
Which of them rising with the.suw, or falling,
Should prove tempestucus : .to the winds they sct. 1
Their corners, when with bluster to confound . ~66&
Sea, air, and shore, the’ thunderwhaen 10 roll |
With terror thyough the dark:aerial hall. - - :
Slemne say he bid his angels surn.askance .
The poles of earth twice. sen degrees.and more .
From the sun’s axle ;. they with labour pustvd 670 -
Oblique the centric globe : :some sy the sun . .
Was bid turn reins: -th’ equinactial road. .. -
ke distant hrsadib, 1o Taprus with she soven - . ..
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Atlantic Sisters, and the nPwins "0l
Jp to the Tropic'Crab ; -thence déwnamain = 675
By Leo and the Virgin and the Scales,

‘As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change = * -
Of seasons to each clime ; ‘else had-the spring, '
Perpetual smil’d on earth with verdans flowe 65'9

Eyual in days and niﬁhts, except to those -

ond the polar tircles; té them day :

ad unbenighted shone, with-the low sun,

To recompense his distance, in their m%:\t
Had rounded still th* horizoh, and not known
Or east or west, which had forbid the snow 685
From cold Estotiland, and south as far- .
Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit
The sun, as from, Thyestean banquet, turn’d
His conrse intended ; else how-had thé world
[nhabited, though sinless, more than now, - ' 69
Avoided pinching cold and scor¢hing-heat ? .
THese changes in the heavens, though slow, produc’d
Like change on sea and land, sideral blast, '
Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hqt, LT
Corrupt and pestilent, - Now from the north '~ 695
Of Norumbega, and the Samoed shore, °
Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm’d with ice,’
And snow and hail, and stormy gpst and flaw .
Boreas and Czcias, and Argestes loud,” * *
And Thrasias,wend the woads and seas ulpturn ; 700
With adverse blast upturn them from the south .
Notus and Afer, black with thund’rous clouds .
From Serraliona ; thwart of these as fierce
Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent winds,
Eurus and Zephyr, with their lateral noise, 708
Birocco and Libecehio. Thus began E
Outrage from lifeless things:; but Discord first,
Daughter of Sin, among t}’ irrational,” | .
Dezﬁn introduc’d through fierce antipathy : 709
Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fow¥with fowl, .
And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leaving, -
Devour'dl each other : nor stood much in awe -
Of man, but fled him, or with'count’nance grim .,
Glard un him passing. These were from without.’
The growing miseries which Adam saw .~ 7}
Alrendy in part, though hid in gloomiest shade, ..
T rortow abandon'd, but worse felt within..

*
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And in a tronbled;ses of passion tose’d,
Thus to dishurden songht with sad complaint :

%O misergble of happy.! is thistheend = = 790
%’l this np:rf ﬂ:mmis won;ld}: and ’mﬁ 30 late, .
e glary, a8 glory, who now become |
Awu?s’d’;f bluwf, h%e me from the fuce .
Of God, whom ta behold was then my height . -
Of happiness!”yet well; if here would end” 725
‘The misery ; I deserv'd it, and would bear
My own deservings ; but,this will not serve
A.lfthat I eator ﬁnk,_ or shall beget,.
Is propagated curse. - Q voice once heard
Delightfully, ¢ Increase and multiply,’ 730
Now death to hear! for what can [ increase
Or multiply, but curses on my head ?
Who of il ages to succeed, but feeling
The evil ori him brought by me, will curse
My head ? Ill fare our ancestor impure, 735
For this we may thank Adam ; but his thanks
Shall be the execration ; so besides -
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me
Shall with 'a fierce reflux on. me redound,
On me, as on their nataral centre, light 740
Heavy, thongh 1n their place, O fleeting joys
8:' Plaradise, d&ar b({'l“gll{n Wlftb lasting woes!
id ugst thee, Maker, from my cle
b o] e mant 7 D1 T sabit od Y
From darknéss'to promote me, or here place ' T45
In this delicious garden? As my will .
Concurr’d not to my being, it were but right
And equal to reduce me to my dust,
Desirous to resign and render back
All T receiv'd, unable to perform ' 750
Thy terms too hard, by ‘which I was to hold
The good I sought not. To the loss of that,
- Bufficient penalty, why hast thou added .
'%’:e sense of endess woes ? Inex;:}:oablo v
Yy justice seems ; yet to say truth, too iate,
I thus contest ; then yshould h;v'e been refus'd %
0sé terfns Whateyer, when tliey were propoe'd :
Thou didst accept them; wilt thou enjoy the good,
Tlien cavil the conditions? And thou éod o
Madé thee without thy leave, what if thy son ~ 768
Prove disobedient, un! réprov'd, retor.,
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Wherefore didlst.thou begst me 7.1 sought it not: -
Wouldst.thou admit for his.contempt of thee, -
That proud excuse 7 Yet hlm mt y elecu'on,

But natural necessity

God made thee. ofehoxoelm own, and of.hm evn H
To serve him ; thy reward was of his gm% N

Thy pumshment then justly is at his will o
Be 1t 50, for I.submit; his is fair, .. ’
‘That duat [ am, and -han todust retwyn: . . - 770

O welcome hour whenever{ Why delays .
His hand to execute what his decroe. Vro.
Fix'd on this.day? Why do | ovarlive?
‘Why am I mogk’d with death, and lengthen’d on&
To deathless ppin? How gladly would. I mee; , 728
Mortalit sentence, and be :
Insensible { {low glad would lay me down o
Asin my mother’s Jap! There I should rest - - -
And sleep secure; his dreadful yoice no more :
‘Would thunder in ﬁ{ ears, no fear of worse. 780
I'o me and to my o wauld torment me. -
With cruel ex tatum. et one doubt .
Pursues me sumest all I cannot die, ; !
Lest that pure breath of life, the spirit of man :
‘Which God inspir'd, cannot together perish . 788
With this corporeal clod ; then in the grave, .. -
Or in some o(.Eer dismal phwe, who knows . .,
But I shall die a living death? O thought -
Horrid, if true!. Yet why ? It was but breath .
Of life that sinn’d : what dies but what had hfe 790
Aud sin? The bod lf Jn‘opatly hath neither..
All of me then shall die : let Lhu appease |, .,
‘The doubt, since byman reach no.further knowa_ ;.
For thaugh the Lord of all be infinite, . .
[lhuwrathalw'lBelt,mwumuo,. 1“
But mortal doom’d. How can he exercise ,
Wrath without ¢ud on man whom death must end
Can he make deathless death ? .that were to makse. .
; tnngem M%d:aqn, which to God Jumnlf ol
mpossible is, as.asgument
Of weakness, not of power. Wil he draw out .
anger’s sake, ifinie to infinite - o
muh'd, man, 10 nuafy his ngom- e
Satisfied never 2 . That were to extend Y
His sontence beyand dust and Nature's lnw, . SRS
By which all causes else.according sull .. .. ./
20
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To the réception of thelr'matterwct, 7
Not to th” extent of tlieir own sphere. “But say 7
That &eath be not ‘onestroke! as  suppos'd, . o

SRR 1.

‘Bereaving sense, but endless ihlber{ ‘

From this'day eriwiied, which 1 feel begun =~ -
Both in me; dnd'witlidut me, and'so last ' ¢ °
T perpetuity ; ay e, that'fear =~ oo
Comes thund’ring back with dreadful revolution -
On my defenceless head ; béth Death and 1 815
Am found eternal, and incorporate both ; i
Nor I on my part single,in me all ~ - R
Posterity stands curé'd : fair Satr;mony T
That I must leave ye, sons; O werel able o
"T's waste it'all myself, and leave ye none!

So disinherited how would ye bless o :
Me, now yout curse! Al ! “Why should all mankim
For one man’s fuult thus guiltless be condemn’d, ’:
If guiltless 7 ‘But from me what can &m@d, C o
‘But all eorrdpt, both ming and will depravd, 9%
Not to do only, but to will the same -
With me? How can thely then acquitted stand -

In sight of God? Him after all disputes - :
Forc’d I absolve : all)my evasions vain, o
‘And reasonings, though through mazes, lead mie seift
But to myy own convictioh : first and last 831
On me, me only, as the source and spring '
Jf all corraption, al! the blame lights due; " - *

80 might the wrath. 'Fond wish? couldst thoy sup

. . . n . N <
That bmdefheuvier thdn the earth to bear, 83
‘Than all the world much heavier, though divided
Withv‘that bad woman'? “Thys whag thou desirst, ;
And what thou feur’st, alike destroysall hope =
Of refuge, and coneludes thed ;nisgmble R
Beyond all past’example and future, ' 2
ToQatan only file both erimé and doom., -~ @ °
O venstiente; into what abyssof fears '’}
And horrors hast thou driven me; out of whichf™ ~
Plind no way, from deep o deepier plung'd ™
 Thus Adam to hivaselfiametited Joud - - > n?
Through the still ;::‘Eht; not néw, hs'ére man M
Wholcaome ahdl vaol, und mild; bt with blask sie *
«Wecomparitd, with damps and dreadful gloom, '
Which to his evil ‘gonscicnee represented

DY

[

L

R
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All things with double terror: on the ground , .80
Qustretch'd he lay, on the cold ground, and oft
Curs'd his creation, déath as oft accus’d .
Of tardy execution, since denounc'd e
The day. of his offence. * Why comes not death,”
Said he, “ with one thrice-acceptable.stroke 858
'‘aend me? Shall truth ful to keep her word,  '*
ustice divine not hasten to be just 7 .
But death comes not at all, justice divine )
Mends not her slowest pace for prayers or cries. .
0O woods, Q fountauns, hillocks, dales, and bowers .
With other echolate | taught your,shades 861
To answer, and regound far other song.” o
Whom thus aillicted when sad Eve beheld, =~ . ,
Desolata where she sat, approaching nigh, e
Soft words to his fierce passion she assay’'d; - dab
But her with stern regard he thus repell’d:

% Out of my sight, thou serpent ; that nume Qest -
Befits thee with him leagu’d, thyself as false :
And hateful ; nothing wants, but that thy shape, .
Like his, and colour serpentine, may show 87d
Thy inward frand, to warn all creatures from t?g

ed .

%encefonh; lest that too héavenly form prei
0 hellish falsehood, snare them. ~ But for thee |
{ had persisted happy, had not thy pride
And wand'ring vanity, when'least was safe, 874
Rejected my forewarning, and disdain’d  ~ " * 7
Not to be trusted, longing to be seen, ' . e
Though by the; l’eyﬂ imself, him overweening ' -
To over-reach, but with the serpent meeting .
Fool'd and beguil’d, by hiin thou, I by thee,
To'trust thee from my side, imagin'd wise,
Gonstant, mature, proof against, all gssaults,

And understood not all was buta show =~ [
Rather than solid virtue, all but a rib
Crook'd by nature, bent, as now appears, 88k
More to the part sinister, from me drawn, O

ngl if thrown out as supernumerary . . )
'0 my just numbeér found.” O why did God, |
Treator wise, that peopled highest heaven .

With spiriis masculine, create at last SW
This novelty on earth, this fair defect R
Of nature, and not fill the world st once ~

With men as angels without feminine, e
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Oi find some other way to generaté * ' * :
Mankind ? “This mischief had not then befallen, #9%
And more that shall befalf, innumerable .
Diaturbances on earth through female sn:

And strait conjunction with this sex: for either

e never shalf find out fit mate, but such

As soms nisfortune brings him, or mistake; - 908
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain = -
Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain’d- -
By a far worse, or if she love, withheld * s
BZ n]j)arem:s ; or his happiest choice too late "
8hall meet, already link’d and wedlock-bound 905
Io a fell adversary, his hate or shame ' :
‘Which infinite calamity shall ¢ause * - -+ -

To human life, and household peace canfound.™

' He added not, and frot her turn'd: but Eve,
Not so repuls’d, with tears that ceas’d not llowmi,
And tresses all disorder’d, at hig feet, * - ©an
Fell humble, and embracing them, besought' -

{lis peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint :

“Forsake me not thus, Adam ; witness heaven
What love sincere, and reverence.in my heart  91b
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended,

Unhappily. deceiv'd : thy sufipliant -+ ™
I beg, and clasp thy knees; bercave’'me niot, ~ -
Whereon [ live, thy gertle ldoks, ::z;aid, ‘
Thy counsel in this uttermost disir C 930
My only strength and stay: forforni of thee, **
%&:ither shall  betake me, where subsist?
ile yet we live, scarce one short hout perhaps,
Between us two let there be peace, both joining,
As join’driri ihjuries, one enmity 3
inst a foe by doom expréss assign’d us, |

‘That cruel serpent. On me exercise not’ ,
Thy hatred'for thisimisery befallen, "~ "
On me already lost, me than thyself*: - °
More miserable; both have sinn’d, but thou, * 930
Against-God orily, T against God and thee, -
#:d to the place of jsg‘giment will retarn,

ere with my cries importune heaven, that alt-
‘The sentence from thv head remov’d may light
On me, sole cause t« e of ull this wo = -
Me, m2 only, just obj-cs of hisire™ - -
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8he ended weeping, and her lowly plighty.. .
Immoveable till peace obtain’d from fawlt ol
Acknowledg’d and deplor’d, in Adam wrougat N
Commiseration ; soon his heart relented . - .. 940

-l

~

‘Tow’rds her, his life so late.and sole delight, .-

Now at his feet submissive in distress, .. .. .
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking, - - t
His counsel whom she had. displeas’d, his aid : 3
As one disarm’d, his anger all be lost, . ..-. | 94¥
And thys with peaceful words uprais’d her.soonz".

P

“ Unwary, and too desirous, as before,
8o now of what thou know'st not,  ho desir'st :.
The punishment, all oo thyself; alas!. .
Bear thine pwn first, ill able to sustain ... 85
His full wrath, whose thou feel’st as yet least-part,. ;.
And my displeasure bear’st soill. If prayers -
Could alter Ejﬁdecrees,,[ to that place :
‘Would speed before thee, apd be louder heard, 3
That on my head all might be visited, - 95%
Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiven,
‘T'o me committed and by me expos'd, .: , .
But rise, let us no more contend, nor blame .. ...
Each other, blam’d enough elsewhere, but strive,
In offices of love, how we may lighten w o B8
Each other’s burden, in oux share of wo.; | PR
Siace this day’s death denonnc'd, if ought I sea ... .,
Will prove no sudden, but a slow-puc'd evil,
A long day’s dyingw augment.our pair, ., , -
And to our seed (O hapless seed !) deriv’d” . 08K
. . o t!
. "L'o whom thus Eve, recovering heart, repliedz
“ Adam, by sad experiment I know R
How litte weight my words with thee ean find,. 1
Found so erroneous, thence by just event
Found so unfortunate ; nevertheless,, v 1980
Restor'd by thee, yile as I am, to place K]
Of new acceptance, hopeful toregain,. . ..
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart, -, .. :
Living or dying, from theeI will nat hide ., .
What tHoughts in my unquiet breast are risen, 975
'(I)‘endié\g u:o w;‘n:h reilef otc'l o'\:t;l extremes, . .
T gnd, thoug, anm , yet tolerable, o)
As in our e;liTs, un;rgf easier ehzice. S
If care of our, descent. perleg‘us meshy, ., . . ol
. : 2 o
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‘Which matst be botn to eertair. wo, devour'd
%y death at last ; and miserableitis’ -
0 be to others cause of prisery. -
Our own begotten, and of our loiny tabring '
Into this eursed world a woful race, ' -
That after wretched life must be at Jast  * 988
Food for se foul & monster ; in thy power
It lies, yet-ere conception to prevent )
‘The race unbless’d, to being yet unbegot.
Childfess thou art, childiess remain : so Deathi
8hall be deceiv'd his glut, and with us two 990
Be forc'd to satisfy his ravenous maw. o
But if thou judge it hard and difficult,
Conversing, looking, loving, 1o abstamn
From love’s due rites, nuptial embraces 'sweet,
And with desire 1o languish without hope, 995
Before the t object languishing
‘With like desire, which would be misery
And torment less than none of what we dredd ;
Then, both ourselves and scod at once to free '
From what we fear for both, let us ake short, 1000
Let us seek Death, or he not found, supply )
With our own hands his office on ourselves,
Why stard we lmier shivering under fears,
‘Phat show no end but death, and have the power,
Of many wiys to die the shortest choosing, 1005
Destruetion ‘with destruction todestroy
8he ended here, or vehement despair
Broke off the rest ; 'so much of death her thoughty -
Had entertain'd, as dy’d her cheeks with pale. .
But Adniti, with such ceunsel nothing sway'd, 1010,
To batter hopes his mor¢ attentive mind .

Lal’rinig had rais'd; and thus to Eve replied:

- #¢ Eve, thy contempt of 'life and pleasure seems
T'o argue in thee something more sublime "'
And ¢ xcedent than what thy mind contemnid - 1013
But self-Jéstruction therefore sought, fefutes’ ' ' *
That excelience thought in thee, and implies,” "' - .
ot thy contempt, but anguish and s
For loss of life and pléasure overlov'd, ~ " © """ |
Or if thow€ovet death, as utmiostend "' 1020
Of misery, so thinking to evade * ~ " "'
‘The penalty pronounc'd, doubr rist but God"* " -
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Hath wiselier arm'd his vengefulire thanse < -
‘T'o be forestall’d : much more I fear lest death .
5o anatch'd will not exery.pt us from the pain 103§
,We are by doom ta pay; rather such acts
Of contumacy will provoke the Highest
T'o make death in us live. Then let us seek
Some safer resolution, which methinks
1 have in view, calling to mind with heed 1030
‘Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruise
‘The serpent’s head ; piteous amends, unless
Be meant, whom 1 conjecture, our grand foe
8atan, who in the serpent hath contriv’d ,
%ﬂinﬂ us this deceit ; to crush his head 1035 -
ould be revenge indeed ; which will be lost ,
By death brought on ourselves, or childless days .
Resolv'd as thou pro, L ;.80 our fos [
8hall scape his punishment ordain’d, and we .
Instead shall double nurs upon our heads. 1049
No more be mention'd then of violence . .
Against ourselves, and wilful barrenness,
That cuts us off from hope, and savours only
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite, N
Reluctance aguinst God and his just y 1045
Laid on dur necks, %uzgmber with :hut. mild .
gracious temper he both heard and judg’d, . . .
%‘idlhoilt wrath or").e reviling; we expected .
Immediate dissolution, which we thought
Was meant by death that day, when lo, to thea - -
Puss oply in child-bearing were foretald, 1082
An bntnﬁ:ng forth, soon recompengd with joy, . ..
Fruit of thy womb: on me the curse aslope
Glanc'd on the groynd ; with labour I st earmn
My bread;; what harm? Idleness-had been worse , .
My labour will sutain me; and lestoald. . 1058
Of beat should injure us, his timely care
h nnbesought provided, and his hands .o
Cloth'd us ynwarthy, pitying while he judgd; . -
I?eow much l_‘ing{e,i we prayhi lwilldhm 1089
open, and his heart 1o pity inoline, . “
And teachi us further by v?l‘m); means to shun
Th’ inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow?
‘Which now the sky with various fa.e begins
‘T'o show us in this.mountain, while the winds 1065
Blow moist and kecen, shattering the graceful locks
Of these fuir spreading treeq; which bids us scek
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SofMe better shroud, some better warfnth to ¢herish .
Qur limbs ‘benumb’d, ere this divirnal star © = =

sedve cold the nighr, how we, his gather’d beams '
Reflected, may with matter seré foment,” 107}

Or by collision of two hodies grind ©~
The air attrite'to fire, as latg lie clouds
- Justling or push’d with winds rude in their shock |
“Tirie the slant Jightning, whose thwart flame, driven

down, © 1075
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or'pine, ' .
And sends a comfortable hed¢ from' far, - o

Which might supply the'san¢ such fire to use,”
And what may else be remiedy or cure ' © ,
To evils which our own'misdeeds have wrought, 1080
He will-instruct us'praying,'and of grace’ .. .
Beseeching him, sois We need not fear '
T'o pass commodioasly this Yife, sustain’g
w8y bim with meny comforts, till we end- !
In dust, our final rest and nativVe home.' * ~ © 1085
‘What better carrwe do, than to the place =
Repairing where 'he judg’d us prostrate fall
Before him'r¢verent, and there confess
Humbly ourfaults, and pardon beg, with tedrs "
Watbring the ground, ‘atjd with our sighs the aif
, sent' from heHts Contrite, i sign 1091

Of sorrow unfeign’d, dnd mmmibn'meek_q;l T
Undoubtedly hé wilt relenit dpdtarn - -0 Y
Fronthis displeasure ; - in'whose ook sererie, ' .~

n angry most he seeni’d ahd mostasevere, 1098
What else’ but favout; gitce; aifd meréy shone™ © ;
So‘spake ourl fathér pénitent, nor Eve ' " 7
Felt less vemotve : ‘they forthwith'to the place” -,
Repairing wheré he 4 ‘(iflﬁein;'gos‘grald'feu o
Before him reverent, stid bbthi‘corifess’d " ** {100

Humbly théir faults, ia#- pardotr bege®d with tears; |
w._m{g the gq‘ounzl,' M'Melr sighs the eir’

Prequenting; seht from hearts contrite, in sign’ |
Olmrowunl‘en‘gn'dgyﬂ‘w n theek, "\

[
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“The Scn of God presents to lds Futher the prayers &f
our first perents now repenting, ind intercoedes S
them. God accepls them, but declares that they mudt
no longer abide in Paradise: sends Mickael with 4
band of Cheeubim to dispossess. them > but firsi .%o

" yeveal to Adam fubure things. Micbaekn  sdming
dowi. JAdam shows to Eve cortain ominews signs;
he discerns MichaeD's approash, goes out to meet himt
the - Angel denounves their departuve. Eve's lamenw
tation.  Addm plends, but submits. The Angel louds
him wp 46 & high bill, sets before hins in.viston whet
vlldl'tppmmuheﬂm& .

i

« . 4 Cet
Taus they in lowliest plight repentant stood
Praying; for from the merey-seat above: < "
Prevenient gvace descending had vemov'd -+ .. - - -
The stony from their hearts, and made new Jevh . -
Regenerate grow-instead, that sighs now-breathd: 8
Unutterable, which the spirit of prayer: ="
Inspir'd, and wing’d for heaven with speedien flight’
Than loudest oratory”: - yet their port o
Not of mean suitors, nor irhiportant lows 1 .. .
Seem'd their petition, than whemn th’ ancient pdir. 18
+In fables old, less ancient yet than thess, - : - .../
Deucalion and chaste Pyrha, torestore .« -5~ |
‘The race of mankind drown'd, before thd shrine:' 1
Of Themis stovd devoat, T'é heaven theiip: &
Flew up, nor mise'd the way by envious winds .18
Blown vagabond affraapirates . in they passd . b.1is
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Dimensionless through heavenly doors ; then clad
With incense, where the golden altar fum’d

By their great intercessor, came in.sight

Before the Father's throne: them the glad Son 20
Presenting, thus w lnwrcede began

“See, Father, whnt ﬁrst fruxts on earth are sprung
From thy implanted grace in man, these sifhs
And prayers, which in this %;den censer, mix'd
With incense, I, thy priest, befdre thee bring, ~ 25
Frruits of more pleasing suvour from thy seed
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those
‘Which, his own hand.maowging, all the trees
Of Paradise could have produc’d, ere fallen
¢ FKrom inupcence. ‘- Now, therafore,.hand thine ear. 30
‘F's supplication, hear his sighs. thuﬁh nute;
Unskilfal with what wontsiie pray,-let me
Tnterpret for him, me his advocate. -
a:dnopmatmn; all hisworks on.me, . . .
or not goed, ingraft, my merit those . . 35
Bhall perfect, and for these nzy death shaﬂpuy.
Acoept me, and in me.from these receive .
Fhe smell of peace' tow'rd mankind ; lot lum live
»thee reconcil'd, at least his da
Number'd, though sad, till death, hls doom, (wlur)l
To mitigate thus rlead nok ta revarse) . .. .
Tabetter life shall yield him, where with e
All my redeem’d may dwellin j lpoy and bliss,
Made one with mo,u I with thee am one.”

To whom the Father \mhout cloud, serane: 44
| “All thy request for man, accepted Son, .
Obungdhhy uest waa my depres* ., ... .. !
But:Jonger in that Paradise 1o dwell, 3
The law I gave to nature him forbids : :
Thosé pure immortal elamenta that know . ]
No gross, no unharmonious mixture foul. .
Ej:ct‘llnm tai wed bow.and purge him "
a-distemper, gross to air as grou, L
Andmorulfood,aswydupmehlmber .
For dissolution wrought by sin, that firmt. 5
Distesnper’d all things, and of incorrupt. - S
Cerrupted. 1 atfirst, with two fair gifts, . :
Created him endow'd, - with happiness
And immortality : that &ndlyswg .
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This afdereery’d but to-eternize wey . -
‘Till 1 provided death ; se death becomes
His finai remedy, and aftor life .-
Tried in slmr&tribphﬁoﬁ, andrefin'd .
* By faith and faithful works, to sécond life,
alrd in‘the renovation of the just, . 65
Resigns him up with heaven and earth renew’d. - -
But let us ealt w0 synod all the bless’d . .
Through heaven's wide bounds; from them I wi
ot not hide - ! P .
My judgments, how with mankind I proceed, - .
As how with peccant-angels late they saw,.. . 70
And in their state, though firm, stood more confism’d.”

" 'He ended, and the Son gave signal high
‘To the bright minister that watch'd ; he:blew
His trumpet, he>rd in Oreb since perhaps: -
‘When God descended, and perhsps once mare * 75
To sound at general doom.! Th* angelic biast
i all the regions’ from theiir blissful'bowers
Of amaranthine shade, fountain or spring,” - -
By the waters of life, where'er they-sat - -
Iy fellowships of joy; tliesons of light - 80
asted, resorting to thé summonis high,
And took 'their seats ; till from his throne supréme
Tk Almighty thus pronounc’d his sov’reign will;

“ O sons, liké oné of us man is become - c
To know both good dnd evil, since his taste 85
Of that defended fruit ; but let him boast: '
His knowledge of lost, and evil got; '

Happier had it suffic’d him to have known

GOO(? by itself, and evil notatall, *© -/ . -

He sorrows now, repents, and prays contrite, ‘90
My mations in him; longer than they mave, -

His heart I know, how variable and vain

Selfeleft. * Lest therefore his now bolder hahd

Reach also of the tree of life, and eat, vt
And live for ever, dream at teast to live . 88
For ever, to remove him | decree, ' '
And send him from the garden forth vo till

‘T'he ground whence he was taken, fitter soil.,

® Michael, thic my behest have thou ir: charge; '
Take to thee from among the cherubim 100
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Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest. the fiend,

Or in behalf of man, or to iavade: -

Vacant possession, some new trouble raise ¢

Haste thee, ard from the Paradise of God, :

Without remorse drive out the lm:l::dpm 105

- From ballow’d ground th’ unhol denouncs

To them and to their y from thence

Perpetual banishment. - Yet, lest.they faint

Ad the sad sentence rigorously urg'd,

For I behold them soften’d and with tears . 110

Bewailing their exvess, all terror hide. 3

- If patiently thy bidaing they obey, .

Dismiss them not disconsolate ;. reveal

To Adam what shall come in future days,

As I shall thee enlighten ; .intormix .. - o US

My covenant in the woman’s seed renew’d y

So send them forth, tho’ sorrowing, yet in peace

And on the east side of the l‘:‘fmrden place,

Where entrance up from Eden easiest cli

(V;e'lmbm wawh!l mwf:rd tél_le ﬂ;m?‘ 1 ]

ide waving, all a r off to fright, :

And ‘ﬁpmagetothetreeofhf- .

1 Liest Paradise a receptacle prove ,
To spirits foul, and all my trees their prey, . 194
With whose stolen fruit man once more to delude.”

L 3

He. eeas’d and th’ archangelic power par'd
For swift dmnl, with him eo;n:n bngl‘:t
Of watchful cherubim; four ﬁwes

' Had, like a double Janus, all their shape

Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thoss ln
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drowse,
Charm’d with Arcadian pipe, the past’ral reed
+©Of Hermes, or his opiate rod, Meanwhile,
To re-salute-the world with sacred light,
Leucothea wak!d and with fresh dews. embalm’d l“
The earth, when Adam and first matron Eve -
Had ended now their orisons, and found *° .
h added from above, new hope to cpﬂng

Out of despair, joy, but,with fear et link'd ; ;
Which thus %o JEve his welcome words renew’d i e

“ Eve, easxly may faith admit that all
whigh .we enjoy fram heaven descends,;
w&n that from, wy.ought should ascend tb heaxan , |-
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valent as to concern the wrind . S
l)f od higl.-bless’d, ar to incline his wﬂl . 45
Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayu, B
Or one short sigh of human breath, 1 .
Even to the seat. of Grod. For since. souglu.

er th' offended Deily v’ &

lgleel’ and before him humbl all my heart, 150
Methdnght I saw him placable and mild,
Beading his ear ; persuasion in ma grew
Tnt | was heard with favour; peace re&um’d
Home to my breast and to my memmory-
Hia promise, that thy ¢ seed shall bruise our l'oe 3 165 -
Which then not minded in dismay, yeot now

Assures.mo that the bitterness of death s
[spast, and we shall live. Whence hail to thes,.

Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankmd, v oo
Mother of all t living, since -llﬂ-’ :

Man is t0 live, an a]llhmgahve or-lmn." o )

To whora thus Eve with sad demoanour lnuk
“Ill worthy I such title should belong -
T'o me transgresser, who, for thee ordnn’d :
A help, became thy snare ; Lo me reproach 165
Rather belongs, distrust and all dispraise: © ..
But infinite in parden was my Judgs, .l
That I, who first bmughtduthonall,mgne’d !
‘The source of life; next favourable thou, A
Who highly thus te amtitle me vouclsaf'st, ‘170~
Par other name deserving, Butthe field ’
To labour calls us now, with sweat impos’d -
Though after aloepleu night ; for ase the morn,
All unconcern’d with ourunrest,

Her rosy progress smiling ; let us forth, m'.
I never, from thy side henceforth ta stray, :
Where'er our d};y'a work:lies, though now enjon’d

Labarious, zill day droop ;. while hars we dwell, :
What can be toilsame in these pleasant walks?
Here let us hve, Ihough infalien atate, wnwm." 180 1

i
xke. 80 wishfd mueh humbled En, bat ﬁu /7
'd not; Nature frst gave signs, imprem . -
On bird, beast, air, air suddenly eclips'd
After short. biush of moin ; mg{ inher.sight -
The bird of Jove, dﬁ-omhuurylsur, KK IOD
T'wo birds of gayest umo before himn deove ... ...
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Down from a nill the beast that reigns in woods;
First hunter then, pursu’d a gentle brace; .
Goodliest of all the forest, hart and hind ; o
Direct to th’ eastern gate was bent their flight. 106
Adam-observ’d, and with his eye the chase
Pursuing, not unmev’d, to Eve thus spake : -

“ O Eve! some further change awaits us i
Which heaven by these mute signs in nature shows,
Forerurmiers-of his purpose, or to warn 198
Us, haply too secure, of our discharge - -
Frorh penalty, because from death releas’'d
Bome days; how long, and what till then our life,
Who knows? Or more than this, that we are dust,
And thither must return and be no more? . * 300
Why else this double object ‘in our sight
dfHlight pursu'd jn th*air, A*d o%er the ground,

One way the self-same hour? Why in the ¢ast
Darkness ere day’s mid-course, and morning light
More arient in yon western cloud, that draws ~ 205
O’er the blue firmament a radiant white,

And slow descends, with something heavenly fraught?’

He err’d not, for by this-the heavenly-bands
Down from a sky.of jasper lighted now
In Pabedise, and on & hill made halt ; .. 210
A glorious apparition, had fiot doubt
Afllicarnal fear, that day dimm’d Adam’s eye.
Not that more glorieus, when the angels met
Jacob in Mehenaim, where he saw
The field pavilion’d-with his guardians bright; 214
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd
In*Dlothan, covei'd with'a camp of five,
Against the Syrian king, who te surprise
Onetvwan, assassin like, that levied war,
War unproclaim’d. The princely hierarch - g@¢
In their bright stand there left his powers to seize
Pasiskssion of the garden ; healone,
To find where Adam shelter’d, ook his way,
Not unjierceivid of Adam, who to Eve, . -
While the great visitant approach’d, thus spake: 9%

“ Eve! nowex t tidings, which perhape
Ofas will soon dem?r::,uor im C
New laws to be-observd ; for I -
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From yonder blazing clond that veflsthohill, - =’
One of the heavenly host, and by his gait 30
None of the meanest, some great potentate, -
Or of the thrones above ; such majesty

[nvests him coming ; yet not terrible, i
That [ should fear, nor spciably mild, c .
As Raphael, that I should mud! confide, 235

But selemn and sublime,; whom not to offend, :
With reverence I must meet; and thou retire.® ~° {
He ended ; and the archangel soon drew nigh, !
Notin his'shape celestial, butasman ' : = "
Clad to meet'man ; over his lucid arms S 349
A military vest of purple flow'd, .
Livelier than Melibeean, or the grain
Of-Sarra, worn-by kings and heroes old -
In time of truce; Iris had dxﬁp’d the woof;
His starry helm dnbuckled show’d him prinfe "~ 245
In manhood, where youth ended ; by hisside, :
As in a glist'ring zodiac, hung the:sword, * . ¢
Satan’s dire dread, and in his hand the spear - -. 1
Adam bow'd low; he kingly, from lis'state' -
Inclin’d not, but his coming thus deciar'd : 260
“Adam! heaven’s high behest no preface needs :
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard, and death,
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress,

Defeated of his seizure, many days' i .
Given thee of grace, wherpin thou may’st repent, 255
And one bad act with many deeds well' done-
May’st eover: well may then thy Lord, a; ’d,
Redeem thee'quite from death’s rapaciaus claim;  *
But longer in this Paradise to dwei "
Pérmits not; to remove thee 1 am come, ‘268
And send thee from the garden forth, totill. - L
The ground whence thou wast.taken, fitter soil, - « !

BHe addegk not, for Adam at the news - |

eart-struck with ehilling gripe of sorrow stoed, ¢

That all his senses bound ; Evp:, who unseen, 288

Yet all had heard, with audible lament .

Discover'd soon the place of her retire. !
. b

“QO unexpected stroke, worse than of death
Must I thus leave thee, Paradise? thus leave.
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Thee, native.#0il * these happy walks aud shades, 370
. JFit haunt of gods ?- where I had hope to spend,

Quiet, th,nugh sad, the respite of that day -

That must be mortal to us both. O flowers,

That never will in other climate grow, . .

My early visitation, and my last .., . ]

Aw even, which I bred np with tender hand .

From the fimt.op’sing bud, and gave ye names,

‘Who now: shall regt ye to the sun, oy rank

Your tribes, and water from th’ ambrosiai fount

‘Theg lastly, nupsial bower, by ma adarn'd 280

With what to sighs or smel) was.sweet, from thee

How shall I part, and whither wander down

Into a lower world, to this obscure . .

And wild? How shall we breathe in other air

Less pure, aceustom’d. to immortal fruits ?” 285

-, Whom thus the angel interrupted mild :
¢ Lameat not, Eve, but patiently resign .
* What justly thou hast lost ; nor set thy heart,

- Thus over-fond, on that which is npt thine; . |
Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes | 200
Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound 5
Where he abides, think there thy native soil.”

- Adam by this from the cold sudden damp

Recov'ring, and his scatter’d spirits return’d,

To Michael thus his humble words address'd: 245
¢ Celestial! whether among the throngs, or.nam’a

Of them the highest, for. such of shape may seem

Pringe above priuces, gently hast thou told -

Thy message, which might else in telling wound, -

And in performing end us; what besides . 300

Of sorrow,.and dgjection, and despair, - R

Our frailty-can swsiain, thy. \idings bring, . .

Departure from this happy place, our sweet

Recess, and only cansolation left . oo

Familiar 10 our eyes, all places ¢lse <o 308

algospitgble appear, desolate ; . :

Nor knowing us, nor known : and if by prayer

Incessant I could, hope to change the will .

Of him who all things can, I would not cease

To weary him with my assijuous cries ; : 30

But prayer.agaioi his.absoluie decroe, ( ... . .
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No morb avails than breath againat the wind, H
Blown stiftimg back on him that breathes it fosth *
Therefore 10 his great bidding I submit. . .
‘This most afllicts me; that departing hence, 316i
As from his frce [ shall be-hid, depriv'd o
His hlessed counv’nance; here 1 could frequent,
Wna worship, place.by place, where he vouchsafd
Presence divine, and to my sons relate, i
¢ On this mount he appear'd,.under l.hu tree m
Stood visible, ambng these pines his veice: A
4 heard, here with him.at this fountain talkd 2 L
So mmy grateful altars f would rear . . ;
y turf, and pileup every stana . . ... :
i fum the brook, in memory. .. 398
Or monument to ages, and thereon
Offer sweet-smelling: and fraits, and flowers. |

In yonder nether world where shall kseek © . /-
His bright a mlees,orfoomeptraoe? s
For though ed him angry; yet; recail’d S - H

To life prolong'd and promis'd race, I now C
Glad! old, though but hu utmaost skirts, -
Ot'gloyry, and faroﬂ’%mdapsudore" . s

[

ERY

To whom thus Michael with regard benigas - -
% Adam. thou know’st heaven his, and all l.lnenrth
Not this rock-only ; his smnipreserice fills - - 33
Land, sea, and air, and every kind that lives,
Fomented by his virteal power and warm’d, ;
All th’ earth he vo thee to possess and- rule,
No despicable gift; sarmise not then
His presence to thm narrow bounds confin'd - :
Of Paradise or Eden this had been: .
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence hdlpnd )
‘All generations, and had hither come, Ty
From all the ends of th* earth, to celebrate : m
And reverence thee their great progenitor..
But this Fmemmenee thou hast lost, brought dova,
To dwell on even’ground now with thy sons: -
Yet doubt not but in valley and in lmn )
God is as h;ro, and will be found 350!
Present, and of his presence many a ngn : .
Still following thee, still oommu{ng thee round b
With goodness and paternal love, his face ,
Ex and of his steps the track divine. -
Whica twat thou may’ss belwvc, and be confrm’d, iil’
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Ere thou from-hence d ; know, [ am nm Al
}o shiw thee what shall’ eome in future days -
'o thee, and to thy offspring ; good wuhbnd
t to hear, su grace contending .
With sinfulness of men ;- thereby to fearn - .. 36
True phtisnee, and to lempbr Joy with fear -,
survow, equally inur'd-- . -
modemlon O"JIOI state to bear,
us or adverse: so shalt thoulead - . -
Safest thy life, and best. prepar'd endure 368
Thy moktal.passage when it comes. Asocend -
Thas hill ; let Eve (for I havé dreneh’d her o u)
Here sloe below, while thou to forssight wak'st;. -
Ad%nce thou slept’st, while she to life was form’d, |

TovkomﬂuuMam ful!yn md- . 37

I follow thee; safe guide ! .the path ;
Thou lead’st' me, and to the hand of heaven mbmit.
Héwever chast’ning, to the evil-turn
My obvious breast, arming to overcome ,
By suffering, and earn rest from labour Imn, . 378
If'so | may attain.” So both asednd . L
In the visions of God. It wasa hill,
OfPandusoheh t,rvomwudcemp o
The lm:h o m;nkl: of 379
Btreichd out:to th! amplest reach 08 h.‘ .
Not higher that hili, or wider ldeki p‘mnndpe“ y
‘Whereon, for diff?rent cause, the «mpmr ot
Our second Adam in the wildarness,
‘T% show him all earth’s kingdoms and thelrg!ory
His eye rhight there command whotenruood 385
City of old or modern fasse, the seat..
Of nhkightiess empire, from the deatin'd walls
Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, . .
Aad Samarchand. by Oxus, Temir's thmno, "
Tor A v Labon, of eroas Mognty+

o n r, of great
Down to the- ldenéhenénese, or where . o N
The Persian in Ecbmm sa, or since
In Hispahan, or whemdn Russian Gzar
In Moscow, orthe Sulmn in Bizance, 305
Tumhuun-bom - nor could his eye not kea
‘Th’ empire ofl\egua, to his utmost port
, and the less maratime

lcknba-, and Quilea, .nd




And Sofala, thought Ophir, to the realm ~
Of Congo, and Angola farthest south ;

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount, -
The kingdoms of Almansor, Fea, and Suws, -
Morocseo, and Algiers, and Tremisen ; . TS
On Europe thence, and where Rome wastosway 498
The world: in spirit perhaps he also sawr « .~ i !
Rich Mexico the seat of Montezume,

And Cusco in Peru, the richier seat R

Of Atabalipa, amd yet unspoil’d I
Guiana, whose great city Geryon'ssons - - .- 41¢
Call El Dorado. But to nobler sights .
Michael frors Adam’s eyes the film remdvd, <
Which that false fruit that ﬁomis‘d clearer sight - -
Had bred; then purg’d with euphrasy andrue !
The visual merve, for he had much to see ; 418
And from the well of life three drops institPd, -
8o deep-the power of these ingredienty piere'd,” - -+
Even to the inrost seat of mental sight, - - - ]
That Adam, now euforc’d to elose his eyes, + : 448
Bunk down, and all his ngiriu became entrang’d ;
But him the gentle angel by the hand. = - . !
8oon raii*d, and his attention thus recalld : -
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“ Adam{ now o&e thine eyes, and first behold * -
Tl effects which thy original crinve hath: wrought
In some to spring from thee, who never touch’d 485
Th® excepted tree, nor with the snake conspir'd,: '
Nor sinwd thy sin, yet from that sin derive t
Corruption t0 bring forth more violent deeds.”

His eyes he open’d, and beheld a fieM,
Part arable and tilth, whereon were sheaves - - 43§
New reaprd, the other part sheep-walks and folds;. .
D th’ mides an altaras the land-mark stwed, - - B
Rustic, of grassy sod ; thither anon - : )
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought I
First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow sneaf, . 435
Uncull’d, as came to hand ; a shepherd next, -
More maek, came with the firstlings.of his flock !
Choicest and best; then sacrificing, laid Coe
The inwards and their fat, with incense steow™d -
On the cleft weod, and nll due rites perform’d. 480
His offering soon ‘propi fire from hedven .
Consum d with nimble glande, and grateful steam y -

1
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The other’s wot, forhis was not sikecere ; . R
Whereat he inly ragid,-and as they tali’d, o
Smote him into.the midriff with-a stone - M2
That beat.out life.; he fell, and-deadly pale

Groan'd out hig soul with gushing effus’d.
Much.at that sight was Adam in his heart ’
Dimnay'd, awd in haste to th’ angel cried *

“Q teacher, some great mischief hath befalln 450
‘To that meek man, who well had sacrific’d; .
B piety thus agd pure-devotion paid 77

T whom Michael thus, he also mov*d, replied : *
¢ These twa are brethren, Adam, and to come - -
Out of shy loing; th’ unjust the jusi hath slain, 453
Ror envy thas has-brother’s offering found
From heaven acceptance: but the iy fact U
Will be aveng’d, and th’ othes’s faith approv’d
Lose no rewepd; though here thou see him die,
Rolling in dust and gore.” To which eursines 468

& Alas, both for the deed and for the eause »
But have I pow secn Death?  Isthis the way .
I must return to native dust? O sight
Of terror, foul and ug‘llz 10 behold, S
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel I? . 488

To whom thus Michael: “Death thou hast seen
In his first shape on mun ; but weny shapes -
Of death, and many. are the ways that lead
‘To his grim cave, all dismal ; yet to sense
More terrible at.th’ entrance than within, . 478
Some, as thou.saw’st, by violept stroke shal dio,
By fire, flood, famine ; by miemp’rance more .
In meats and dripks, which on the earth shall hring
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew -
Before thec shall appear; that thou may’st know. 478
What misery th’ inabatinence of Eve
Shall bring on men,” . Immediately a place
Before his eyes appear’d, sad, poisome, dark,
A lazar-house it seem’d, wherein weze laid
Numbpers of all diseas'd, all maladies 80
Of Fhastly spasm, or racking torture, qaalms
Of heart-sick agony, all feverous kinds,
Couvplaions_ epilepaies, fierce catarrhs, -
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{ntestine stone and ulcer, cholic pangs, '
Demoniae phrenzy, moping melancholy, 4%
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy,
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence, ‘
Dropsies, and asthmas, and J‘omo-mckin rheums.
Dire was the tnssing, deep the groans ; Despair ~
Tended the sick, busiest couch to couch;

And over them triumphant Deuth his dart

Bhook, but delay’d to strike, though oft invok'd
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope.
8ight so deform what heart of rock could long
Dry-eyed behold? Adam could not, but wept, 498
Though not of woman born ; compassion quell’d
His best of man, and gave him up to tears

As till irmer thoughts restrain'd excess ;

Ami scarce recovering words, his plaint renew’d :

“ O migerable mankind, to what fall T s
Degradéd, to what wretched state reserv'd { :
Better end here unborn. Why is life given
To be thus wrested from us? Rather why
Obtruded on us thus? who, if we knew- .
‘What we receive, would either not accept 508
Life offer'd, or soon beg to lay it down, .
Glad to be so dismiss’d in peace. Can thus
Th’ inu%e of God in man, created once
8o goodly and erect, though faulty since
To such unsightly suﬁ’eri%s be debas'd 510
Under inhuman pains? hy should not man, -
Retaining still divine similitude
Xlnptn, m such deformities be free,

d for his Maker’s image sake exempt 7" 514

¢ Their Maker’s image,” answer’d Michael, * then

- Forsook them, when themselves they vilified

‘To serve ungovern’d appetite, and took L
His image whom they serv'd, a brutish vice, .
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve.

Therefare so abject is their punishment, 5%
Disfigu ing not God’s likeness, but their own,: -
Or if hie likeness, hy themselves defac'd,

While they pervert pure nature’s healthful raies 1

Lo loathsome sickness ; worthily, since they . .. .
God’s image did not reverence 1n themsslvess 538
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¢ 1 yneld it just,” said .Adam, “and submit.
Bat is there yot no othml' way, besides
These painful passuges, how we may come ’
Toueath, and mix with our econnatural dust 7 39

¢ There is,” said Mickael, * ifthou well observe -

‘The rule of not too much, by temp’rance taught,

In what thou eat’st and drink’sl, seeking from thenes.
Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight,

Till many years aver 51{ head return:

8o may’st thou live, till like ripe fruit thou drop
Injo thy mother's lap, or he with ease . 53%
Gather’d, not harshly pluck’d, for death mature :
_This is old age ; but then thon must eutlive :
Thy youth, ch’:ly strength, thy beauty, which will

: nange
To wither’d, weak, and gray ; thy senses then 540
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego, .
o what thou hast ; and for the air of youth,
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign
A melancholy damp of cold and dry,
To weigh thy spirits down, and last consume 545
The balm of ife.® To whom our ancestor

“ Henceforth I fly 1ot death, nor would prolong
Life much ; bent rather how I may be quit
Fairest and easiest of this cumb’rous charge,
Which I must keep till my appointed day 550
Of rend'ring up, angdpatien:]y attend
My dissotution.” Michael replied :

“ Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou Nv'st
Live well, how long or short permit to heaven :
And now prepare thee for another sight.” 555

He look’d, and saw a spacious plain, whereon
Were tents of various hde ; by some were herds
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the sound
Of instruments that made melodious chime
‘Was heard, of harp and organ ; and who mov'd 564
‘Their stops and chords where seen; his volant touch

nstinct through all proportions, low and high,
and pursu'd transverse the resonant fugue. *

fn other part stood one who at the forge, :
Lab'ring, two massy ci>ds of iron and brass 585
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Elad melted, (whether found where casusy fir
Had wastsd woods on mountain or in vale,
Down to the veins of earth, thence gliding hot

‘To some cave’s mouth, or “whether wash'd by stream'

From underground,) the liquid ore he draift 570°
Into fit mo\ﬂ par'd from which he form'd °*
First his own- tools then, what might else be"

Fusil or grav'n mg?nelal ‘After these,

But on tﬁm}mher side, a different sort - 574,
From the high neighb’ring hills, which was their seat,
Dowh to the plain deseended : by their guise

Just men they scer’d, and all thelr study bent

To worship aright, and know his works

Not hid, nor those thmgs last which might preserve **

F'reedom and peace to men : they on the plain 590°
Long had not walk’d, when from the tents behold
Abévy of fair women richly ga z

In gems and wanton Jress to th’ harp they sung
8oft amorous ditties, and i in tYance came on.

The men, tho' grave, eyed them, and let their eyes
Rove without rein, till ia the amorous net 586
Fast caught, they lik'd, and each his liking chose ;
Add'now of love they u'eat., till th* evening star,
Love’s harbinger, appear’d ; then all in heat

1

They light the nuptial mreh and bid invoke: 599 :
Hymen, then first to marriage-rites invol'd: - -

ith feast and music all the tents resound.
Such happz interview and fair event N
Of love youth not lost, songs, garlands, ﬂowers,
And: charming symphonies, attach'd the beurt 595
Of Adam, sobn inclin’d ¢ admit delight, '
The bent of nature; which he thus express’d

“ True opener of mine e; e angel bless'd
Mach betw‘:'seems this wm mmo:ﬁlope .
Cf peaceful days portends, than those two past; 600
'[hose were of hate and death, or pain imurh werse 3
Here nature seems fulﬁll‘d in all her ends.”

\T'o whom thus Muchael ¢ ¢ Judge not what is bﬂt
By pleasure, though te nature szeming meel., :

. Created, as thou art, to nobler end, ﬂiS}
Holy and pure, conformity divine.’
Those tenis thon nvmsopleuam, were the tente
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Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race N
Who slew his brother; studious they appear

Of arts that polish life, inventors rare, - Y
Uamiodful of their Maker, though his ch v
Teught thee, but they his gifis acknowledg’d none-

Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget ;
For that fair female troop thou saw’st, that seem’d .
OF goddesses, so blithe, 80 smooth, so gay, 615
Yet empty of all good, whérein consists
Weman’s domestie honour and chief praise ;
geld ot.‘fl'l and completed to the tuud :
us appetence, Lo sing, {0 aance,

To dress, and troll the tongue, and voll the eye. 630
To these, that sober.race of men, whose lives
Religious titled them the sons of God,
Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame,
.(gmb , to the trains and. to the smiles -

these fair atheists, and now swim in joy, ess
Ere long to swim at large; and laugh, for which
The world ere long a world of tears must weep.”

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft:
“ O pity and shame! that they who tolive well
Enter'd so fair, shauld turn aside to tread 630
Paths indirect, or in the midway faint!
But still I ses tke tenor of man’s wo
Holds on the same, from woman to begin.”

“From man's effcminats slackness it begins,”
Said th’ angel, “ who should better hold his plaee °
By wisdom, and superior: gifis receiv'd. [~ )
Bat now prepare thee for another scene.”

He look’d, and saw wide territory spread
Before him, tewns,. and rural works between,

ities of men with lofly gates-and towers; - 640

pncourse in arms, fierce faces threat’ning war,
Giants of mighty bone, and beld emprise; - ¢
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steed,

ingle, or in array of battle rang'd, .

_horse mnd foot, mor idly must’ying stood ¢ - 64
One way a band select from forege drives -
A hard of beeves, fair oxen, and fair kine, - >
From a fat meadow-ground; or flock,
Ewes end theis blpating lambs, over the plaim. . .
-
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Their booty ; scarce with life the shepherds fly, 650
But call in aid. which makes a bloody fray ;

With cruel tournament the squadrons join ;

Where cartle pastur'd late, now scatier'd lies

With carcasses and arms, th’ ensanguin’d field
Deserted : others to a city strong

Lay siege, encamp’d ; by battery, scale, and mine,
Assaulung ; others from the wall defend

With dart and javelin, stones, and sulphurous fire
On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds.

In other parts the sceptred heralds call 660
‘T'o council in the city gates; anon

Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix’d
Assemble, and harangues are heard, but soon

In factions oppesition ; till at last

Of middle age one rising, eminent 665
In wise deport, spake muceh of right and wrong,

Of justice, of religion, truth and peace,

And judgment from above : him old and young
Exploded, and had seiz’d with violent hands, .
Had not a cloud descending snat.h'd hiin thence 670
Unseen amid the throng ; 8o violence

Proceeded. and oppression and sword-law,

Through all the plain, and refuge none was found,
Adam was all in tears, and to his gnide

Lamenting turn’d full sad : O what are these, 675
Deatk’s ministers, not men, who thus deal death
{nhumanly to men, and maltiply

Ten thousand-fold the sin of him who slew

His brother; for of whom such massacre ~

Make they but of their brethren, men of men? 686
But who was that just man, whom had not heaven
Rescued, had in his righteousness been lost 7"

To whom thus Michael : ¢ These are the produet
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw’st ;
Where good with bad were match’d, who of them.

selves - 688
Abher to join ; and by imprudence mix'd,
Produce prodigious births of body or mind.
Such were these giants, men of high renown :
For in those days might only shall be admir'd;
And walour and heroie virtue calPd ; 90
To avercome in battle, and subdue ‘
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite,
22
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Man-sianghter, shall be held the highest. pitch

Of human glory, and for gimy. done - .-

Of triumph, to Ke styld great conquerors, 693
Patrons of mankind, gods, and sons of gods,
Destroyers rightlier call'd, and plagues of men.

Thus fame shall be achiev’d, renown on earth,

And what most merits fame in silence hid.

But he, the seventh from thee, whom thou beheld’st
‘The only righteous in a world perverse, 703
And therefore hated, therefore so beset

Wi ith foes, for daring single to be just,

And utter odious truth, tﬁat God would come

‘To -judge them with his saints: him the Most High,
Wrapp'd in & balmy cloud, with winged steeds 706
Did, as thou saw’st, receive, to walk avith God )
Hig¢h in salvation and the elimes of bliss,

Exempt from death ; to show thee what reward
Awnits the good, the rest what punishment ; 710
Which now direct thine eyes, and soon behold.”

. He look’d, and saw the face of things quite chang’d;
‘The brazen throat of war had ceas’d to roar ;

All now was turn’d to jollity and game,

To tuxury ahd riot, feast and dance ; 718
Marrying or prostituting, as befell,

Rape or adultery, where passing fair

Allurd.them ; thence from cups to civil broils.

At length a reverend sire among them came,

And of their doings great dislike declar'd, 720
And testified against their ways; he oft

Frequented their assemblies, whereso met,
Triumphs or festivals, and to them preach’d
Conversion and repentance, as to souls

fn prison under judgments imminent ; 725
But all in vain; which when he saw, he ceas’d
Contending:; ‘and remov’d his tents far off’;

Then from the mountain hewing timber tall, .
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 729
Measur'd by eubit, length, and breadth, and height,
Smear’d round with pitch, and in the gide a door
Contriv'd ; and of provisions laid in large

For man and beast. when lo, a wonder strange!

Of every beast, and bird, and insect small ™
Came sevens, and pairs, and enter’d in, as taught ;
Their order ; last-the ame, and his three sons.
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With their four wives ; and God made fast the doo¥
Meanwhile the south wind rose, and with black

win,
Wide hovering,g:ll the clouds together drove .
From under heaven; the hills to theirsupply . 740
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist, !
Sent up amain; and now the thicken'd sky

Like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush’d the rain . -
Impetuous, and continued till the earth

No more was seen ; the floating vessel swam 743
Uplified, and secure with beaked prow

Rode tilting o’er the waves ; all dwellings else
Flood overwhelm’d, and them with all their pomp
Deep under water roll’d ; sea cover'd sea,

Sea without shore ; and in their palaces,

‘Where luxury late reign’d, sea-monsters whelp'd
And stabled ;" of mankind, so numerous late,

All left, in one small bottom swam imbark’d.
How did’st thou grieve then, Adam, to behold :
The end of all thy offspring, end so sad, - 75
Depopulation ? thee another flood,

Of tears and sorrow a flood thee also drown'd,
And sunk thee as thy sons ; ull gently rear’d
By th’ angel, on thy feet thou stood’st at last,
T%ough comfortless, as when a father mourns 760
His children, all in view destroy'd at once ;

And scarce to th’ angel utter’dst thus thy plaints

t

¢ O visions ill foreseen! better had
Liv'd ignorant of future, so had borne
My part of evil only, each day’s lot
Enough to bear ; those now, that were dispens’d
‘The burden of many ages, on me light -
At once, by ny foreknowledge gaining birth
Abortive, to torment me ere their being,
With thought that they must be. Let no man seex:
Henceforth to be foretold what shall befals m
Him or his children; evil he may be sure, )
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent,
And he the future evil shall no less ’
In apprehension than in substance feel, T
Grievous to bear : but that care now is past,
Man is not whom to warn ; those few escap'd,
Famine and anguish will at last consume, '
Wand’ring that wat'ry desert. I had hope,
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When violence was ceas’d, and war on earth, 78!
All wonld have then gone well, peace would have

crownd, .
With lecgth of happy days, the race of man;
But I was far deceivid ; for now 1 see
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste.
How comes it thus ? unfold, celestial guide, 785
And whether here the race of man will end.”

To whom thus Michael : * Those whom last t} ¢
saw’sl

In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they
First seen in acts of prowess eminent,
And great exploits, but of true virtue void ; 790
‘Who having spilt much blood, and done much was.a,
Bubduing nations, and achiev'd thereb
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey,
Shall change their course to pleasure, case, and sloth
Surfeit, and lust, till wantonness and pride 795
Raise out of friendship hostile deeds in peace.
‘The conquer'd alsu, and enslav’d by war,
Shall, with their freedom lost, all virtue lose,
And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd,
In sharp contest of battle found no aid

ainst invaders ; therefore cool'd in zeal,
‘Thenceforth shall practice how to live secure,
Norldly or dissolute, on what their lurds
8hall leave them to enjoy ; for th’ earth shall bear
More than enough, that temp’rance may be tried :
So all shall turn degenerate, all deprav'd ;
Justice and temp’rance, truth and faith forgot,
One man except, the only son of light
In a dark age, against example good,
&uinst allurement, custom, and a world 810

fended ; fearless cf reproach and scorn,
Or violence, he of their wicked ways
Shull them admonish, and before them sot
‘The paths of righteousness, how much more safe,
And fuil of peace, denouncing wrath to come 815
On their impenitence ; and sﬁall return
€ them derided, but of God obseev'd
‘The one just man alive; by his command
Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou hcheld’st,
‘T'o save himself and h hold from amidst 820
A worid devote 1o universal wrack.
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No sooner he, withthem of man'andbeast !
Select for life, shall in the ark be lodg'd, - :
And shelter'd rouna, but all the cataracts K
Of heaven, set operi on the eaith, shall J:om‘v )
Rain, day and night; all fountains of the deeP .
Broke up, shall heave the oceanto usurp '°
Beyond all bounds, till irundation rise

Above the highest hills ; then shall this mount '

Of Peradise by might of waves be movd

Out of his place, push’d by the horned flood

With all his verdure spoil’d, and trees adrift, -
Down the great river to the opening g.lf, '

And there take root, an island salt, and bare,

The haunt of seals, and orcs, and sea-mews’ clans:a
To teach thee that God attribuies to place

No sanctity, if none be thither brought

By men wKo there frequent, or therein dwell.

And now what further shall ensue, behold.® -

He look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood, 840
 Which now abated; for the clouds were fled, * |
Driven Ly a keen north wind, that blowing dry *

Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay’d ;

And the clear sun on his wide wat'ry glass o

Gaz'd hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew, ~ 845

As after thirst, which made their flowing shrink

From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole -

With soft foot tow’rds the deep, who riow had stopp’d

His sluices, as the heaven his windows shut, * &U

Che ark no more now floats, but seems on ground, .

Fast on the top of some high moantain ﬁx’cﬁm '

And now the tops of hills as rocks appear, =~ |

With clamour thence the rapid cutrénts drive

‘Tow’rds the retreating sea their furious tide, . -

Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, | | 85§

And after him, the surer messenger, L

A dove, sent forth once and again to spy

Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light ;

‘The second time returning, in his bill

An olive-leaf he brings, pacific sign:

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark

‘The ancient sir¢ descends with all his train ;

Then with uplifted hands and eyes devout,

Grateful to heaven, over his head beholds

A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow, 865
o
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icuous with three listed colours gay,
Betokening peace from God, and cov’'nant new.
‘Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad,
Greatly rejoic’d, and thus his joy broke forth:

% 0 thou who future things canst represent 870
As present, heavenly instructor I revive,
At this last sight, assur’d that man shall live
‘With all the creatures, and their seed preserve.
Far less I now lament for one whole world
Of wicked sons desiroy’d, than [ rejoice 875
For one man found so perfect and so just,
That God vouchsafes to raise another world
From him, and all his anger to forget.
But say, what mean those colour'd streaks in heaven,
Distended as the brow of God appeas’d, 850
Or serve they as a flowery verge to bind
The fluid skirts of that same wat’ry cloud,
Lest it again dissolve and show<r the earth ™

To whom th’ archangel: “Dext’rously thou aim’st ;
8o willimgly doth God remit his ire, 885
‘Though late repenting him of man deprav'd,

Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he saw
‘The whole earth fill'd with violence, and all flesh
Corrupting each their way ; yet those remnv'd,
Such grace shall one just man find in his sight, 896
“That he relcnts, not to blot out mankind,

And makes a covenant never to destroy

*T'he earth again by flood, nor let the sea
Surpass his bounds, nor rain to drown the world
‘With man therein or beast ; but when he brings
Over the éarth a cloud, will therein set

His triple-colour’d bow, whereon to look,

And call-to mind his cov’nant: day and night,
Beed-time and harvest, heat and hoary trost, 439
Shall hold their course, till fire purge all things new,
Both heaven and earth, wherein the just shall dwel. .

EXDP OF BOOK ELEVENTH.
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BOOK XIlL.

THE ARGUMENT.

The angel Micharl continues from the flood to relate
what shall succeed; then, in the mention of Abraham,,
comes by degrees to explain who that seed of the
woman shall be which was promised Adam and Eye
in the fall. His incarnalion, death, resurrection,
and ascension ; Lhe state of th. ehwrch till his second
coming. JAdam, greatly satish.d and recemforted
these relations and promises, ucscends the hill wit
Michael ; wakens Eve, who all this while had m
but with genlle dreams composed to quietness of mi .
and submission. Michael in either hand leads them
out of Paradise, the fiery sword waving behind thew,
:;‘dc the Cherubim taking their stations to guard the

e.

As one who in his journey baits at noon,

‘Tho’ bent on speed] ; so here the archangel paus'd |
Betwixt the world destroy’d and world restor'd,

If Adam ought perhaps might interpose ;.

Then with transition sweet new speech resumess &

¢ Thus thou hast seen one world beginand end ; :
And man as from a second stock proceed. .
Much thou hast yet to see, but I perceive R
‘Thy mortal sight to fail ; objects divine .
Must needs impair and weary Luman sense. 10
Henceforth what is to come ['wili relate, \
Thou therefore give due audience, and atiand,

.
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¢ T'his second source of men, while yet but few

And while the dread of judgment past remains
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, b
With some regard to what 1s just and right,
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apate,
Lab’ring the soil and reaping plenteoys crop,
Corn, wine, and oil; and, from the herd or Ifock,
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 20
With large wine-offerings pour'd, and sacred feast,
Shall spend their days in joy unblam’d, and dwell
Long ume in peace, by farilies and tribes,
Under paternal rule ; till one shall rise
Of proud ambitious heart, who, not content E 13
‘With fair equality, fraternul state,
gill ar te dominion unde;erv,’d

ver his brethren, and gnite dispossess
Concord and law of nat?are from the earth,
Hunting (and men, not beasts, shall be his game) 30
‘With war and hostile snare such as refuse
Subjection to his empire tyrannous : '
*A wighty hunter thence he shall be styl’d
Before the Lord, as in despite of heaven,
‘Or from heaven claining second sov’reignty 3%
-And from rebellion shaﬁ derive his name,
Though of rebellion others he accuse.
‘He with a crew, w’.om like ambition joins
With him or under him to tyrannize,
Marching from Eden towards the west, shall find 40
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gu
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of heh:
Of brick, and of that stuff they cast to build
A city and tower, whose top may reach to heaven;
And get themselves a name, lest, far dispers’d 15
In !oreiFn lands, thcir memory be lost, - ]
Regardless whether good or evil fame.:
But God, wko oft descends to visit men
Unseen, and through their habitations walks -
To mark their doings, them beholding soon, 50
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower

Ybstruct heaven-towers, ant in derision sets
Upon their tofigues a various sFiril, to raze
Quuite out their native language, and instead

0 sow a fangl'ng noise of words unknown. 55
. Forthwith a hi‘eous gabble rises loud
Among the builders; each to other calls
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Not understood - Lill hoarse, and all in rage,

As mock d, they storm ; great laughter was in heaven,

And looking down, to see the hubbub stran, 60
nd hear the din; thus was the building lef
idiculous, and the work Confusion nam’d.”

‘Whereto thus Adam fatherly displeas’d :
% O execrable son, 50 to aspire i .
Above his brethren, to himself assuming (1
Authority usurp'd, from God not given :
He gave us ovly over beast, fish, fowl,
Dominion absolute; that right we hold
By his donation ; but man over men .

made not lord: such title to himself 70

Reserving, human left from human free.
But this usurper his encroachment proud
Stays not on man; to God his tower intends
Biege and defiance. Wretched man! what food
Will he convey up thither to sustain 75
Himself and his rash army, where thin air
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross,
And faraish himof breath, if not of bread ?”

To whom thus Michael: ¢ Justly thou abhorr’st®
That son, who on the quiet atate of men 80
Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue
Rational liberty ; yet know withal,
8ince thy original lapse, true liberty
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells
Twin'd, and from her hath ro dividual being. 85
Reason in man obscur’d, or not obey’d,
Immediately inordinate desires .
And upstart passions catch the government
reason, and to servitude reduce
Man till then free. Therefore since he permits 90
Within himself unworthy powers to reign
Over free reason, God in judgment just
Subjects him from without to violent lords;
Who oft as undeservedly inthral
His outward freedom : tyranny must be, 95
« Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse,
Yet sometimes nations will decline so low
From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong,
But justice, and some fatal curse annex’d,
Deprives them of their outward liberty, 100
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Their inward fost. Witnessy th” irrevesént son - -,
Of him who built the ark, who for theshame .~
Pone to his father heard his hexvy eur'se,

Servant of servants,’ on his vicious race.
Thus will this latter, as the former world, 165
Still tend from badto worse, tili God at last,
Wearied with their iwiquities, withdhaw

His presence “rom among them, and avert
His holy eyes; resolving from thenceforth
‘To ieave them to their own polluted ways ; 10
And one peculiar nation to select’ .
From all the rest, of whom o be invok’d,
A nation from one fajthful man to spring:
Him on this side Euphrates yes residing, .
Bred up in idol-wors[:ip.- O that men 115
(Canst thou believe ?) should be so stupid grown,
While yet the patriarch livid, who scap’d the flood,
As 1o forsake the hiving God, and.fall ’
To worship their own work in wood and stone
Forgods! Yet him God the Most High vouchsafes
To call by vision from his father’s house, 17
His kindred and false gods, into a land o
Which he will show him, and from him will raise
A mighty nation, and upon him shower
‘His benediction sn, that in his seed 126
All nations shuil be bless'd ; he slraiﬁhet obeys,
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes.
I see him, but thou canst not, with what faith
He leaves his gods, his friends, and native soil.
Ur of Chaldea; passing now the ford -
To Haran, after him a cambrous truin
Of herds, and flocks, and numerous servitude 3
Not wand’ring poor, but trusting all his \!‘elﬂl}l
‘With God, who call’d him, in a land unknown.
Canaain he now attains; 1 see his tents 136
Pitch’d about Shechem, and the neighb'ring plain
Of Moreh ; there by pruinise he reccives
Gift to his prageny of- all that ‘and,
From Hamaun porthward to tne desert south, 138
(Thin{s by their names 1 call, though yet unnam'd)
From Hermon east to the great western sea ;,
Mount Hermon, yonder sea, each place behold
In prospect, as | point them ; on the shaore .
Moun Carmel; here the dou le-founted stream
Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons 145

130
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Jall dwell to Seir, that lorg ridge of hilla

This ponder, that all nations of the earth

Shall in his seed be blessed ; by that seed

t= meant the great Deliverer, who shall bruise

The serpent’s head ; whereof to thes anon 18

Plainlier shall be reveal’d. This patriarch bless’a,

Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call

A son, and of his son a grandchild leaves,

Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown ;

he grandchild with twelve sons iticreas’d departs

From Canaan, to a land hereafter calld 15¢

Egypt, divided by the river Nile;

See where it flows, disgorgidg a: seven mouths

Into the sea: to sojourn in that land, :

He comes invited by a younger son . 60

In time of dearth ; a son whosq worthy deeds .

Raise him to be the second in that realm

Of Pharaoh: there he dies, and leaves his race

Growing into a nation ; and now grown, .

Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks 166

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests

Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them
slaves N .

[nhospitably, and kills their infant males :

Till by two brethren (those two brethren call

Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 170

His Eeople from inthralment, they return

With glory and spoil back to their promis’d iand.

But first the lawless tyrant, who denies .

To know their God, or message to regard,

Moust be compell’d by signs and judgments dire ; 175

To blood unshed the rivers must be turn’d ;

F lice, and flies, must all his palace fill

With loath’d intrusion, and fill all the land ,

His cattle must of rot and murrain die ;

Y

Botches and biains must all his flesh embogs, 180"

And all his people ; thunder mix'd with hail,

Hail mix'd with fire, must rend th’ Egyptian sky,
And wheel on th’ earth, devouring where it rolls;
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain,

A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 18§
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green ;
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds, .
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; .
Las with one midnight stroke all the. firsi born
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Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten* wounds
‘The rivor-dragon tam’d at lepgth submits 191
Lo let his sojourners depart, and oft
Humoles his stubborn heart, but still as ice
More harden'd after thaw, till in his rage
Pursuing whom he late dismiss’d, the sea 198
Swallows him with his host, but them lets pass
As on dry land between two crystal walls, .
Awed by the rod of Moses so to stand
Divided, till his rescued gain their shove.
Such wondrous power God to his saint will lena,
‘Though present in his angel, who shall go 201
Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire,
By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire,

©o guidd them in their journey, and remove
Behind them, while th’ obdurate king pursues. 905
All night he will pursue, but his approach
Darkness defends between till morning watch ;
Then through the fiery pillar and the clond
God, looking forth, will trouble all his host,
Aud craze their chariot-wheels : when by command,
Moses once more his potent rod extends UL
Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys ;
On their embattled ranks the waves return,
And overwhelm their war: the race elect,
Safe towards Canaan, from the shore advance 215
Through the wild desert, not the readiest way,
Lest ent’ring on the Canaanite alarm’d
Woar terrify’d them inexpert, and fear
Return them back to Egypt, choosing rather
Inglorious life with ssrvitude ; for lite
To noble and ignoble is more sweet
Untrain’d in arms, where rashness leads not on.
This also shall they gain by their deln?'
In the wide wilderness, there they shall found
Their gnvernment, and their great senate choosc $35
Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain’d
God trom the mount of Sinai, whose gray top
Shall tremble, he descending, will himself
{n thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets sound,
Ordain them laws ; part such as appertain 230
To civil justice, part religious rites
Of sacrifice, intorming them, by ty,
And shadows, of that destin’d Seed to bruise
The serpent, by what means he shall achieve
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Mankind’s deliverance. Bt the voice of Gad . 938
To mortal ear is dreadful; they beseech - .
That Moses niight report to them his will,™

And tercor cease; he grants what they besought, -
Instructed that to God is no aceess S
Without mediator, whose high office naw . 340
Moses in figure bears, to introduce

One greater, of whose day he shall foretell,

And all the prophéts in their the times . .
Uf great Meassiah shall siug. Thus laws and rites -
Establish'd, such delight hath God in men, 14§
Obedient to his will, that he vouchseles :
Among them to set up his tabernacle, K

The [-foly One with mortal menfl.o dw Uz

By his preseript a sanciuary is framd .
0¥wdar, overlaid with gold, therein- -l a5
An uck, and in the ark his testimony, ‘ ‘.
The records of his cavenant, over these :

A mercy-seat of gold between the wings

Of two bright cherubim ; before him burn C
8Seven lamps, as in a zodiac representing BS
The heavenly fires ; over the tent a clou Co
8hall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night, . .
Save when they journey, and at length they .come, -
Conducted by his angel, to the land. . L
Promis’d to Abraham and his seed.: The rest. . 260"
Were long to tell, how many battles fought, '
How many kings destroy'd and kingdoms won,

Or how the sun shall in mid-heaven svand still

A day entire, and n'E:n’s due conrse adjourn,
Man’s voice commanding, * Sun in Gibeon stand, 285
And thou moon in the vale of"Ajaloni, '
Till Israel overcome;’ so call the third

From Abraham, son of Isaac; and from him

His whole descent, who thus shal} Canaan win”

Here Adam interpos'd:: “O semt from heaven; 270
Enlight'ner of my darkness! gracious things
Thou hast reven;"d, those chiefly which concern
Just Abraham and his seed : now first [ find
Mine e{es true opening, and my heart much eas’d,
Ercwhile lex’d with thoughts what would become
Of me and all mankind ; but now | see - 276
His day, in whom all nations shail be bicssu ’
Favour unmerited by me, who sought. .

23
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Fotbidden knowledge by forbinden means,

Yet this I apprehend not, why to those 200
Among whom God will deign to dwell on eartl,,

8o many and so various laws are givea ;

8o meny laws arguc so many sins .
Among them ; how can with such reside 7 284

W'Il‘o whom thus Michael : “goult);;:t but that sir
ill reign among them as of thee t;

Amd, &lﬂfore;nvsas law given them to evinee

‘Their natural pravity, by stirrini::

8in against law to fight ; that when they sec

Law can discover sin, but not remove, 200
Save by those shadowy expiations weak,

‘The blood of bulls and goats, they may conclude
Some blood more precious must be paid for man,
Just for unjust, that in such righteousness,

To them by fasth imputed, they may find 295
Justification towards God, and peace .
Of conscience, which the law by ceremonies

Catmot appease, nor man the moral part

Perform, and, not performing, cannot live.

8o law appears imperfect, and but given 300
Wishwpurpose to resign them in full time

Up to a better covenant, diseiplin’d

Frdm shadowy types to truth, from flesh to spirit, -
From imposition of strict laws to free

Acceptance of large grace, from servile fear 305
To ﬁEaI, works of law to 'works of faith.

And therefore shall not Moses, though of God
w belov'd, being but the minister

Of law, his people into Canaan lead ;

But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call, 3
His name and office bearing, who shall quell

The ddversary ser‘!)em, and brin* baek,

‘Through the world’s wilderness, long wander’d man
Safe to cternal Paradise of rest.

Mennwhile they, in their earthily Canaan plac'd, 315
Long time shall dwell and prosper { but when sins
National interrupt their ic peade;
Provoking God to raise them enemies ;

From whom as oft he saves them penitent,

B(v judges first, then under kings ; of whom 19¢
T'he secand, both for piety renown'd,

And puissant Jeeds, a promise shall receive
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frrevocable, that his regal throne

For ever shall er.dure; the like shall sing

All prophecy, that of the royal stock 325

of Igavld (so I name this king) shall rise

A Son, the woman's seed to thee foretold,

Foretold to Abraham,as in whom shall trust

All nations, and to kings foretold, of kings

The last, for of his reign shall be no end. 330

But first a long succession must ensue,

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom fam'd,

The clouded ark of Gad, till then in tents

Wand'’ring, shall in a glorious temple inshrine.

Such follow him as shall be register'd 335

Part good, part bad ; of bad the lon?er scroll,

Whose foul idolatrizs, and other faults, L

Heap’d to the popular sum, will so incense

God, as to leave them, and expose their larid :

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark, 34

With all his su.cref things, a scorn and prey

To that proud city, whose high wails thou saw’st

Left in confusion, Babylon thence call'd,

There in captivity he lets them dwell

The space of seventy years, then brings them back,
Lri y, and his covenant bworn 346

To David, stablish’d as#he days of heaven. )

Return’d from Babylon, by leave of kings,

Their lords, %vhom God dispos'd, the house of God ;

They first re-edify, and for a while 350

In mean estate live modarate, till grown

[n wealth and multitnde, factious they grow ;

But first among the priests dissention springs,

Men who attend the.altar, and should most

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 355

Upon the temple itself ; at last they seize

Tﬂg sceptre, and regard not David's sons.

Then lose it to a stranger, that the true

Anointed king Messiah might be born

Barr'd of his right: yet at his birth a star, -360°

- Unseen before in heaven, proclaims him come

And guides the eastern 8, who inquire

His, p%:ce, to offer inoen;a,g:lyrrh, andqgold.

His place of birin a solemn angel tefls

To slmrle shepherds, keeping wauch by night, 365
They gladly chither haste, and by a chorr

Jf squadrow’d angels hear his earol sung
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¢ A Virgm 1s his mother, but his sire -
‘The power of the Most H?h ; he shall ascend-

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign - 370
With earth’s wide bounds, his glory ' with the
heaveus,’ .

He ceas’d, discerning Adam with such joy
Surcharg'd as had, like grief, been dew'd in tears,
Without the vent of words which these he breath’d

“ O prophet of glad tidings, finisher 375
Of utmost hope! now clear I understand
What oft my steadiest thoughts have search’d in vain ,
Why our great expectation should be call'd
The Seed of Woman. Yirgin Mother, hail §
High in the love of Heaven, yet from my loins 380
‘Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son
Of God Most High; so God with man unites:
Needs must the serpent now his capital bruise
Expect with mortal pain: say whereand when 384
‘Their fight, what stroke shall bruise the victor’s heel 7

To whom thus Michael: “ Dream not of their fight
As of aduel, or the local wounds
Of head or heel: not therefore joins the Son
Manhood to Gedhead, with more strength to foil
Thy enemy ; Nor so is overcome
Satwan, whose fall from heaven, a deadlier bruise,
Disabled not to give thee thy death's wourd : -
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure,
Not by destroying Satan, but his works:
In thee and in thy seed. Nor can this be, 395
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want,
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd
On penalty of death, and suffering death,
‘The penalty to thy transgression due,
And due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 400
So ouly can high justice rest appaid.
‘The law of God exact he shall fulfil’
Both by obedience and by love, though love
Alone fulfil the law ; thy punishment
He shall endure by coniing in the flesh - 408
To a reproachful tife and cursed dcath,
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe
In his redempuon, and that his ebedience
Linputed becomes theirs by faith, bis mersts
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To save them, not their own, though legal works.
For this be shall live hated, be blasphem’d, 411
Seiz'd on by force, judg’d, and to death condemn’d -
A shamefa’ and accurs’d, nail’d to the cross
By his own nation, slain for bringing life ;.
But to the ¢ross he nails thy enemies, 413
The law that is against thee, and the sins
Of all mankind, with him there crucified,
Never to hurt them more who rightly trust .
In this his satisfaction ; so he dies, .
But soon revives ; death over him no power 4%
Shall long usurp ; ere the third dawning light .. -
Return, &e stars of morn shall see him rise
Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light:
Thy ransom paid, which man from death redeems,
His death for man, as many as offer’d life - 438,
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace
By faith not void of works. This godlike aet
Amnnuls thy doom, the death, thou shouldst have died,
In sin for ever lost from life; this act 429
Shall bruise the head of Satan, crush his atrength, :
Defeatthg Sin and Death, his two main arms,
And fix far deeper-in his head their stings -
Than temp’ral death shall bruise the victor’s heel,
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death-like sleep,
A gentle wafting to immortal life. 435
Nor after resurrection shall he stay :
Longer on earth than certain times t* appear
To his disciples, men who in his life
8iill follow’d him ; to them shall leave in charge
To teach all nations what of him they learn'd 440
And his salvation, them who shall believe
Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign-
Of washing them from guilt of sin to life
Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if so befall,
For death, like that which the Redeemer died. 445
All nations they shall teach ; for from that day
Not only to the sons of Abraham’s loing®
Salvation shall be preach'd, but to the sons
Of Abraham’s faith wherever through the world;
Se in his seed all nations shall be bless’d. 450
‘Then to the heaven of heavens shall he ascend
With victory, triumphing throuzh the uir
Over his foes and thine ; there shall surprise
The serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains

PY.3)
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Through all his reaim, and there confounded leave ;

Then enter into glory, and resume 456

Hie seat at God's right hand, exalted high

Above all names in heaven ; and thence shall come,

‘When this world's dissolution shall be ripe,

With glo? and power to judge both quick and
ead,: 460

'y
To judge th’ unfaithful dead, but to reward
His faithful, and receive them into bliss,
‘Whether in heaven or earth, for then the earth
Shall all be Paradise, far haﬁgier place
Than this of Eden, and far happier days.” 465

So spake the archangel Michael, then pausd,
As at the world’s great period ; and our sire,
Raplete with joy and wonder, thus replied :

“ O goodness infinite ! gnodness immense !
Thatall this good of evil shall produce, 470
And evil turn to ; more wonderful
Than that which by ereation first brought forth
Light out of darknesa! Full of doubt [ stand,s

ether | should repent me now of sin | .
By me dowe and occasion’d, or rejoice 478
uch mors; that much more good thereof shall spring,
T2 God mm:jlory, mone good-will to men
From God, over wrath grace shall aboynd.
But say, if our Deliverer up to heaven:
Must re-ascend, what will betide the few 480
His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful hend,
Ehe enemies of truth? who then shall guide
His people, who defend ? will they not deal
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt 7

“Be sure they will,” said th’ angel; “but from
. heaven . 485
He to bis own a Comforter will send, .

The g)mmise of the Father, who shall awell

His Spirit within them, and the iaw of faith,
Working, through love, upon their hearts shall write,
To Eﬂdc them in all tryth, and also arm 490
With spiritual armour, able to resist

Satan’s assaults, and quench his fiery dart;

‘What man can do against them, not afraid,

Though to the seath, againat such crueltios
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With inward consolations recompens’d, 495
And oft sup 80 as shall amaze
Their proudest ']"»emcuwrl: for the Spirit
Pour'd first on his Apostles, whom he sends -
T* evangelize the nations, then on alt
Baptiz'd, shall them with wondrous gifts endue 300
'To speak all tm'lﬁues, and do all miracles,
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win
%reaﬁt numll‘)ergdqf ea.‘cih natim; to r:eeive .

it the tidings brought from heaven: at engd?
Theinignislry pel:form':;,g:‘nd race well run, 50!
Their doctrine and their story written left,
They die; but in their room, as they forewarn
Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wo[vu.
Who all the sacred mysteries of heaven
To their own vile advantages shall turn 510
Of luere and ambition, and the truth
With superstitions and traditions taint,
Left only in those written records pure,
Though not but by the Spirit understood.
Then shatl seek to avail themselves of names,
Places, and titles, and with these to join 6168
Secular power, though feigning still to act
By spiritual, t6 themselves appropriati

e Spirit of God, promis'd alike and given .
‘To all believers; and from that pretence, 520
Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force
On every conscience; laws which none shall find
Left them enroli’d, or what the Spirit within
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then
But force the Spirit of 6{,&& itself, and bind 592
Elis consort Liberty? What, but unbuild .
His living :temples, built by fhith to stand,
Their own faith not another’s? ‘for on carth
Who against faith and conscience can be heard
Infallible? Yet many will presume: B30
Whence heavy persecution shall arise
On all who in the worship persevere
Of spirit and truth ; the rest far greater part,
Will deem in outward rites and specious forms
Rekgion satisfied; truth shall reure
Bestruck with aland’rous darts, and works of faith
Rarely be found : so shall the world go on, :
T:‘E:od malignant, to bad men bénign,
¥ her own weight groaning, till the day
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Appear of reparation to the jnst 340
And vengearrcae to the wiekid, adreturn
Of him so lately promie’d to thy aid,
The Woman’s Seed, obscurely tlfen foretold,
Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord ;
Last in toe clowis from heaven to be reveal'a 545
In glory of the Father, to dissolve
Satan-with his perverted world, then raise
From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and refin’d,
ew heavens, new earth, ages of endless Jate,
‘ounded in righteousness, and peace, and love, 550
‘To bting forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss.”

He ended ; and thus Adam last replied ;
“ How soon hath thy prediction, seer bless’d !
Measur'd this transient. world, the race of time,
Till time stand fix’d ? beyond is all abyss, 555
Eternity, whose end no eye can reach.
Greatly instructed [ shall hence depart,
Greatly iwe of thought, and have my fill
f knowledge, what this vessel can contain
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 560
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best,
And love with fear the only God, to walk
Asin his nce, ever to observe :
His providence, and on him sole depend,
Merciful over all his works, with 565
Sull overcoming evil, and by smal
Accomplishing great things, by things deem’d weak
Subverting worﬂly strong, and worldly wise
By simply meek : that suffering for truth’s sake
Is fortitude to highest vicm:z, .
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life ;
Taught this by his example, whom I now
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bless’d.”

‘To whom thus also th’ angel last replied
“ This having learn’d, thou hast.attain’d the sum 575
Of wisdog ; hope no higher, though all the stars -
Thou knew’st by name, and all th’ ethereal powers,
Al secrets of the deep, all Nature’s works,
Or works of God in heaven, air, earth, or ses
And all the riches of this world enjoy’dst, 580
And all the rule, one empire ; only add

Deeds to thy knowledge answerable add feitk,

570
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Add virtue, patieuce, temperance, add k .
By name to g:t‘:le call’d charity, the sou‘l,",
Of all the rest: then wilt thou not be loath 585
‘To leave this Paradise, but shalt :
A Paradise within thee, happier Jar.
Let us descend now, therefore, from this top
Of speculatjon ; for the hour precise
Exacts our parting hence ; and see tho guards, -590
By me encamp’d on yonder hill, expest
eir mntion. at whose front a flaming sword,
[n signal of gemove, waves fiercely round :
We may no longer stay. Go, waken Eve ;
Her also I with gentle dreams have calm’d, 595
Portending , and all her spirits compos’d
To meek submission : thou at season fit
Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard,
Chiefly what may concern her faith to know,
The t deliverance by her seed to come, . 60€
(For by the Woman’s ) on all mankind ;
That ye may live, which may be many days,
Both in one faith unanimous though sad,
With cause, for evils past, yet much more cheer'd
Witn meditation on the happy end.” 60p

He ended, and they both descend the hill ;
Descended, Adam to the bower where Eve
Lay sleeping ran beiore, but found her wak’a:
And thus with words not sad she him roteiv'd :

“ Whence thou return’st, an§ whither wenv'st 1
now ; 610
For God is also in sleep, and dreams advise
Which he hath sent propitious, some great good
Presaging, since with sorrow and heart’s distress
Wearied I fell asleep: but now lead on ;

[n me is no delay ; with thee to go 613
[s to stay here; without thee nere to stay,

Is to Kenu-, unwilling , thess 0 me

Art all things under heaven, ail places thea,

Who for my wilful crime art banish’d her.ce.

This further consolation {el secure [ 3 620
I carry hence ; though all by me is |

Buch favour | unworthy am vouchsaf*

By me the promis'd Seed shall all restore.”
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So qlnke our thother Eve, and Adam hearu,

Well pleas’d but answer’d not ; for now too nigh 625

Tk archangel stood, and from th.e other hill

To their fix'd station, all in bright array,

‘The cherubim descended ; on the ground

Gliding meteorous, as evening mist -

Risen from a river o’er the marish glides, 630

And gathers ground fhst at the lab’rer’s heel

Homeward returning. High in front advanc’d

The brandish’d sword of God before them blaz’d

Ficrce as a comet ; which with torrid heat,

And vapour as the Libyan air adust, 635

Began to h that temp'rate clime ; whereat

In either hand the hast’'ning angel caught

Our lingering parents, and to th’ eastern gate

ed them direct, and down the cliff as fast

To the subjected plain; then disappear'd. 64¢

They, looking back, all th? eastern side beheld

Of Paradise, so late their happy seat,

Wav'd over by that flaming brand, the gate e

With dreadful faces throng’d and fery arms:

Some natural tears they dropp’d, but wip’d ther ~
soon. ’ 645

The world was all before thein, where to choose

Their place of rest, and Providence their guide

They, hand in hand. wis» wand’ring steps and slow

Through Eden took their solitary way.
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Babel, its building, and the confusion of language
thence arising, xi. 33, 48,

Batile between the aqgels descnbed vi, 202 to 87%

Beelzebub described, ii, 299, excitesan nuempt o the
world, ii. 243.

Belial, apoecheu of, il 119, vi.620.

Blasis, originated from the fall of Adam, x, 693,

Brldge from the gates of hell over Chaos to yhnwmd.

Cam and Abel, lhelr story, xi. 429,
Cham, hia story, xi. 101,
Clu\nce, explosion of the general idva relpocﬂng ityil

’Jhmdescnbed ii, 890, vii, 210, its limys qnee the
mls%‘thnmgds, 'R %&xuumtehfmwm
\ 3 . '
reh, hirclings in it cam| with the denl in
th';andxu. "n? M
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Conjugal love praised, iv. 750, 765, definition of it,
viti, 589, a reciprocai duty, ix. 357,

Conjugal union, its reasons and obligations, viii, 494,
ix. 953, 961, .

Conscience, the umpire dof God in man, iii. 194, its
terrors, iv. 23, x. 842, censure of laws to enforce it,
xii. 513, .

Cr’eation, the universal description of it, iii. 708, vii,

21,

Creatures, in Paradise described, iv. 340, their dis

cord a consequence of the fall, x. 707.

Dagon, a fallen angel, some account of, i. 457,

Damned, descriptif:: of the vicissitudes of their tore
ments, ii. 596.

David, why his throne is eternal, xii. 320,

Day and night in heaven, description of, vi. 4.

Death and Sin, their post at the gates of hell, before
the fall, ii. 688, their union, x. 249, their meeting
with Satan on his return to hell, x. 326, their arr-
val at Paradise, x. 585, subsequent conduct in the
world, x. 610.

Death, description of, ii. 666, its paren ii. 787,
its birth, ii. 777, its answers to sin, x. 264, 596.

Death of the body, its causes and variety, xi, 466, to
493, its terrors more imaginary than real, xi. 469,
the gate of life, xii. 571, -

Death, eternal, considerations on, x. 808,

Deluge, see Noah.

Desyuair, its degrees, &e. iv, 108,

Devils, why excluded from grace, iii. 129,

Discord censured, ii. 496, the daughter of Sin, x. 707,

Dominion, absolute amongst men, unjustifiable, xii.

64.
Dreams illusory, iv. 799, natural, v. 110, divine, xii.
[} 8

Ea,lg;e, a bird of prey, one effect of Adam's fall, xi.
5

Earth, its creation, iii. 715, vii. 231, its separation
from the waters described, vii. 276, spefulations o
its motions, or that of the heavens, censi viil.
70, a universal paradise at the coming of the
siah, xii. 463.

Eden, see Paradise. 2
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&y‘pt,_phgm of, xii. 173.

ection asserted, iii. 183,

Elements, their dependence upon each other, 21, 415..

Euoch, his story, transiation, &c. xi. 664, 700.

Eve,.see Adam und Eve. . .

Ewe particularly described, &ec. iv. 712, v. 379, viii. 46,
470, 482, 596, ix. 386, 431, 457, 489, 538, 693, 896,
her formation from Adam, viii. 460, her behaviowr
on seeing him, viii. 500, discourscs with Satan, ix.
552, 732, her temptation of Adam, ix. 856, her
speeches and answers tu Adam on being accused,
x. 909, 937, 966, xi. 162, xii. 610.

Evening described, iv. 598,

Evil, blameless, if unapproved by thought, v. k17,

Experience a guide to wisdom, ix. 807. .

Faith in Christ, what kind of, is eternal life, xii. 420,
censure of laws o enfaree it, xii. 515,

Faney, its office, v. 100, a faculty of the soul, viii. 460.

Fame, censure of the common idea of it, xi. 688,

Fate, the. will of the AJmiim.y, vit. 170.

Fig-tree, that from which aprons were made, de
sepibed, ix. 1101 o '

Firmament describdll, vii, 261.

Fish, their creation described, vii. 391.

Flaming sword, description of, xi1.'632.

Flood, or deluge, see Noah, =~ \

Freedom, effects of its loss, upon virtue, &e. xi. 797

Free-grace, defined, &e. iii. 173, 227.

Free-will asserted, iii. 95, v. 235, 520, viii. 635, ix,
350, x. 43, the image of God, viii. 440. .

Fruition, carnal, its passion censured, viii. 579,

Gabriel, the chief of the guardian angels, his sta
tion,. &e. iv..443, undertakes. to detect Satan, iv
575, his speeches to the angels, iv. 866, to Satgn,
iv. 877, hie prowess, &c. in the battle, vi. 354,

qury‘.qr fape, the generalidea of it censured, xi. §88:

God the Father, contemplating his works, &e. iii. 56,
-his speech Lo God the Son on the designs of Satan;
iil. 80, proposes the manner of redemption, ik 203,
and decrees his resurrection, iii. 303, atiributes o1
God the Father, iii. 372, his speech to the ceiestm®
hierarchy, v. 600, his speeches to the Son, the an-
gels, &c. v. 719, vi. 29, vii. 139, x. 614, xi, 84, 99.
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God tue Son, at the right hand of the Father; iii. 68,
- the secona Adam; iii.- 285, his attributes, iii. 383,
- the Messinh, vi. 718, 881, hisanswers to Adam, the
- Father, &ec. vi. 733; viii. 369, 398, 437,.x. 68, his
and in| 5 for Adam, X. 224, - )
God what kind of adoration most acoeptable to hind,
iv.. 786, to-be contemplated. in the works: of:.thie
creauon, v. 508, his abwolute. dedrees, omnipre-
ce, &c. xi. 3|l 335, to obey and depend upon
Ium, the sum of knowledge xil. 557, .
Gospel, how is it to be undérstood, xii. 511,
Grace of God, its object, ind why devils are excluded
v from it, iii. 129 the spirit of ::k &e. xii. 525,
Gratitude, when gxen.ed a discharge of its debtd, ’t.
55.

Gunpowder, guns, &e, ‘thewr invention atmbuved tb
the desil, 35“478, 7y

Heaven and earth, theit" final rerovation by ﬁre, ﬂ.
893, xii. 547, subsequemt happiness therem, Xii.
463, 549.

Heaven, its joys deseribed, iii. 344, its gate, iii, 50
v. 253, passage thence l:o the* world, iii. 528,
ereation, iii. 718, the study of it how necsss
viil. 66, speculauons on its motions censured, vm.
70, its situation with respect fo the world and. luﬂ,

390.
l-lell, deacription ot; i 60, ns, n. 687, 618, m gmg,
iL. 645, its situation, &e. x. 3
Hierarchies of héaven, before the revolt, descﬂbed, .
« b79.

Holy Grhost, its diffasion, &e. at the creation, vii, 195,
promised and given to all belicvers, xii. 518,
Hymns w tight, lii. 1, to God the Father and Son,

1ii. 372, on eonjugal love, iv. 760, on lhe creadon,
vii. 180, 258, 557, 608,
Hypoerisy only_ visible-to God, iii. 682. - .
Hypoorites, their first exlmplom Swm, iz, lﬂ. d

Idolatry, its origin, i. 364; that of tho posideluvﬁh
world, xii. 115,

Jealousy, the hell of lovers, v. 440.

Innocence, its state described, iv. 312, 492, 7&8,
211, 303, 443; viii, 40, 510.

Invocations of the aul.hor, i. 6, iii. 51, vii, 3, xi. 80,

-
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foraelites, relation of their bomlalgl:e and release, xit
163, their settlement, &c. in wilderness, ii
£23, in Canaan, xii. 260, their captivity in Ba
lon, xii. 333, on their return, till the birth of
Mesaiah, xii. from 345 to 359.

[sis, a fallen angel, i. 478.

dthuriel, an a; of Pmdue,lv. 788, deteéts Satan’s
attempt on ke, iv. 810,

Knowledge, the result of reason, v. 100, of futore
events, the desire of it oensured Xio 770, its sum
the love and fear of God, xii. 557,

Leviathan described, 1. 201,

‘Liberty, consequences of its loss, xi. 797.

Life, long, how attainable, xi. 530.

Light, its creation described, vil 343.

Lightning, how produced, x. 1073.

Love, con éugul, distinct from that of an amour, iv.
763,24de ned, vii. 589, its food, ix. 239, its object,

L
Lucifer, why a name of Satan, x. 425.
Lust, its sol ix, 1042.

Mamuaon, a fallen angel, i. 678, hisspeech in Satan’s
council, ii. 329,

Mm, fallen, why the object of gracs, iii. 130, his long
resistance of it exclusive, i, 198, creal.ed to sup-
mythelonofthsfallen els, iii. 667, ix. 143,

s creation described, vii. 524, hia lupenoruy over
woman decreed by God, x. 145, 19n. indulgence ip
his appetites dnsﬁguru not God’s image, ix. 513
the true end of his creation, xi. 603, his absolute
dominion over his brethren an usurpation, xii. 64.

Mawlm, eonjugal, censure of the mts:m, viil. 67, x

chhul, the archangel, his appointment in the celes
tial army, vi. 44, his prowess, oombuu, 8,
ammwers, fc. See various parts of the {rom
vi, to xii. inclusive.

w#‘ fof:lcle, i 254, its food, ix. 237, 4
oloch, a fallen angel, i. his, speech, ii. &1, o
fies Gabnel vi. 367.

Moon, on its supposed inhabitants, iii. 459, its office,
211.72362rwmg, iv. 606, its creation, & vii. 956,

5, 379.

]
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Morning in heaven, description of, vi. 12, the natu-
ral, ix. 192, x. 120, xi. 133.

Moses, see Jdaron.

Mulciber, a fallen angel, i. 740.

Night in heaven described, v. 642, and day, vi. 4, the
natural night, iv. 604, 776, v. 38, ix. 48, x. 846.

Nimrad, the first monarch, his tyranny, &c. xii. 24.

Nisroch, a fallen unfel, vi. 446.

Noabh, his censure of the antediluvian warld, xi. 718,
803, builds the ark, xi. 738.

Noon described, v. 300.

Obedience, conjugal, the happiness of- woman, iv. 638,
of will only acceptable to , v. 529,

Old age described, xi. 535.

Omens of Adam’s expulsion, xi. 182,

Opinion, see Knowledge.

Orus and Osiris, fallen angels, i. 478.

Pandemonium described, i. 710,

Paradisc, descr?v.ion of, iv. 131, 214, v. 291, vii. 637,
viii, 304, ix. 439, the seat of it destroyed by the
flood, xi. 829, -

Patriarchal government, from the deluge to the time
of Nim i, 13, %

Patriarchs, their story, xii. 113, N

Peace, its corruptions equal to the ravages of war,
xi., 783.

Peor or Chemos, a fallen angel, i. 412,

Fersecution, spiritual, its origin, xi. from 508 to 53%:
ita cffe xii, 533.

Plagues of Egypt, xii. 137,

Planets, their aspects, &c. an effect of the fall, x. 658.

Pleasure, carnal, censured, xi. 603. ] ..

Prayer, efficacy of its spirit, xi. 5, 14, 146.

Predestinatjon, what, ui. 111

Priests cause the first dissension amongst the Jews,

xii. 863,

Rainvbow, its first appearance and sign, xi. 865, 895;

Raphael, tne archangel, describea, v. 276, his
speeches, 8ic. see various parts of books w wi. vil,
and viil .

Reason, the chief faculty of the soul, v, 100. .
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Redemption-of . man, proposed by the Father and
undertaken by the Son, iii. 227.

Repentance, its efficacy, xi 22.

Reprobation, state of it, iii. 198.

Rimmon, a fallen angel, i. 476.

Sabbath, its institution and solemnity, vii. 581, 594,

Salvation, its extent, xii. 449,

Satan, his fall from heaven, i. 34, his stature, looks
&ec. i. 193, 284, 292, his speeches, i. 34, 242, 315, ik
11, iii. 681, 968, iv. 258, v. 673, 773, vi. 418, 608,
ix. 532, x. 459.

Saturn, a fallen angel, i. 512.

Seriptures, how to be understood, xii. 511,

Serpent described, ix. 182.

Bimilies. (These are so numerous as to form an in.
dex of themselves, and are therefore \incompatible
with our limits.) .

8in described, ii. 650, her birth, ii. 752, speeches, x.
235, 354, 591. .

Sin, original, the first effect of it, ix. 1011.

Slavery, its origin, xii. 86, - N

Soul, its facultics, v. 100, its immortality di
x. 782. :

Spiri's, their invisible existence on earth, iv, 677, their
existence in life, il‘:;eelldt, &e. v:l. Mt.hm the

Spring would have been wual withi tropics

pbu':‘for Adam’s fall, x. 872 R

Stars, their places, appearance, &c. iii. 265, their in.
fluence, iv. 661,

Storms, an effect of the fall, xi. 695, .

Sun, its appearance, power, &ec. iii. §71, its annua)
course, &c. an effect of the fall, x. 651.

‘Teachers, false, of rengion, aescribed, xii. 508
‘Temperance, its effect, xi. 580, ' . -
Thammuz or Adonis, a fallen 1, i 448,
‘Thunder, an effect of the fall, x. '

‘Time defined, respecting eternity, v. 580, - '
‘Titan, a fallen angel, i. 510.

Tradition censured, xii. 5. , oo
Tree of life described, iv, 218; ix. 69, ° o
Tree of knowledge, iv. 220. ix. 576, -

Truth, suffering for it, &e. xii. 568,

Twilight dmrﬁud, iv. 398. -
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T'yranny, its origin, xii. 86.

Tyrants, their plea for conquest compared with Sa
* tan's first attempt on man, iv. 390. .
Vacuity, the idea of, refuted by God’s omnipresence,
vii, 168, . -
Valour, the common notion of it reprehended, x1. 688.

Virtue degenerates in slavery, xi. 797.

Uriel, his adventures, iii. 622, 694, 724, vi. 363.
Uzxziel, guardian of Paradise, iv. 782.

War, its common origin, xi. 638, 783.

Waters, their separation from the earth, vii. 232.

Wife, her duty on trying occasions, ix. 267, 290.

Wind, tempestuous, an effect of the fall, x. 664.

Wisdom, the sum of it, xii. 575. *

Wolves, or false teachers, defined, xii. 505.

Woman, her loveliest qualities, ix. 332, advantage ot
her social over her artificial accomplishments, xi
614, in every respect the cause of man’s misery
xi, 632. .

Works, with faith in Chiist, eternal life, xii. 420.

World, by whom possessed,iii. 444, 463, described,
viii:;g%IB, its situation respecting heaven and hell
x. 320.

Zephon, a guardian of Paradise, iv. 788, 834
Zophiel, a cherub, vi. 535, 537, sas,

FINIS,
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